
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
DECEMBER 27, 2007, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council 
members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle and Councilors Dick Dobson, Victoria Hallin, Lee 
Steinbrecher and Paul Whitcomb. Staff present was Mark Karnowski, Steve Jackson, Tom Mis-
mash, Brian Payne, Joe Backlund, and Ann Bien.  Also present was Mille  Lacs County Commis-
sioner Jack Edmonds and City Attorney Damien Toven. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWINGS ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA: 
 
Under Open Forum: 
A. Presentation to Police Reserve Officer Leslie Jacobson 
 
Under Consent Agenda: 
A. Permits and Licenses 

3. Cigarette 
 b. Princeton Wine & Spirits 
4. On-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License 
 b. Princeton Jaycees – Speedway 
 c. Princeton Jaycees – A Play at the Plate (Mark Park) 
6. Garbage and Recyclable Hauler 
 a. Ace Solid Waste, Inc. 
 b. East Central Sanitation 
 c. Jim’s Mille Lacs Disposal, Inc. 
7. Recycling Facility 
 a. Jim’s Mille Lacs Disposal, Inc. 
 

Under Ordinances and Resolutions: 
B. Resolution #07-70, Premise Permit for American Legion Post #216 
C. Petition for Annexation from Roger Winkelman, RW Properties of Princeton LLC 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE STUDY SESSION OF DECEMBER 6  AND SPECIAL AND 
REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 13, 2007 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE STUDY SESSION OF DECEMBER 6 
AND SPECIAL AND REGULAR MEETINGS OF DECEMBER 13, 20O7, AS WRITTEN. HALLIN 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 1. On Sale Intoxicating and Sunday Liquor License 
  a. Princeton Party House and Catering 
  b. Pine Loft  
 2. Club and Sunday Liquor License 
  a. Princeton VFW 680 
 3. Cigarette 
  a. Princeton AutoMart 

 b. Princeton Wine & Spirits 
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 4. On Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor 
  a. P H North, Inc. (Pizza Hut) 

 b. Princeton Jaycees – Speedway 
 c. Princeton Jaycees – A Play at the Plate (Mark Park) 

 5. Gambling Exemption for East Central MN Chapter Deer Hunters Assn. – raffle on 02-
28-08 at VFW 

6. Garbage and Recyclable Hauler 
 a. Ace Solid Waste, Inc. 
 b. East Central Sanitation 
 c. Jim’s Mille Lacs Disposal, Inc. 
7. Recycling Facility 
 a. Jim’s Mille Lacs Disposal, Inc. 

B. Personnel:  None 
C. Donations:  None 
  

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. DOBSON SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Riddle presented Police Reserve Officer Leslie Jacobson with a plaque in recognition of his 
23+ years of working as a volunteer with the Police Department. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
A. Development District No. 5/TIF District No. 5-1 
 

Blake explained that in order to encourage, ensure, and facilitate development and redeve-
lopment of the area from 18th Avenue to 21st Avenue along 1st Street and the old hangar area, 
staff has been working on establishing a development district, which would allow the Council 
to establish and designate tax increment financing districts. The Planning Commission has 
reviewed this plan and has determined that a Tax Increment Financing District is consistent 
with the City’s comprehensive plan for this area. Blake explained there is currently a housing 
project moving forward within a part of this district. 
 
Dick Aslesen, finance advisor through Northland Securities, reviewed the plan and explained 
certain conditions have to be met to qualify, including 50% of the buildings have to meet the 
definition of substandard, and it has been determined the City meets the qualifications.  
Steinbrecher asked who determined if the parcels are substandard and Aslesen answered 
the City’s building inspector did the inspections.   He explained that although the buildings 
can look to be standard, factors such as if they meet code can determine if they are substan-
dard. 
 
Aslesen went on to explain that if the district ran full the 25 years, the developer agreement 
will probably only be for 20 years. Money is pegged into the plan for 70% being returned to 
the developer on a “pay as you go” basis. He further explained only the taxable market value 
above $935,300 is captured for TIF. 
 
Commissioner Edmonds thanked staff for discussing this issue with the Mille Lacs County 
Board. He pointed out county roads were not discussed but did not think there would be a 
problem. 
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STEINBRECHER MOVED TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. DOBSON SECONDED THE 
MOTION.  ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-71, RESOLUTION ESTAB-
LISHING DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT NO. 5 AND APPROVING THE DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM THEREFORE AND ESTABLISHING TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT 
NO. 5-1 AND APPROVING THE TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PLAN THEREFORE WITH-
IN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT NO. 5. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: 
AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A.  Planning Commission 
 
 1. Draft Minutes of December 17, 2007 
  The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
 2. Zoning Ordinance Amendments 
 
  a. Parking Lot Surface Definitions 
 

Blake reported the Planning Commission wanted to better define parking lot sur-
faces, durable and dustless vs. hard. City Engineer Nielson, WSB, provided them 
with recommended wordage for the zoning ordinance. A public hearing was held 
on December 27, 2007, and the Planning Commission recommends approval of 
the language provided. Blake explained the new regulations will have to be met 
by all new parking lots or if a current business expands its parking lot. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #611, AN ORDIN-
ANCE AMENDING CITY ORDINANCE #538, CHAPTER II, DEFINITIONS. HAL-
LIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  
 
Dobson stated sandy soil has a tendency to erode and asked how we can make 
sure pavers are doing their job. Blake explained pavers are used for decorative 
design and there are specific standards which have to be used, 
 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

  b. B-3 Highway Commercial Design Standards 
 

Blake reported the Planning Commission has been working on additional regula-
tions for aesthetic facing of buildings and structures and the use of landscaping 
islands in parking lots in the B-3 Highway Commercial districts . He stated staff 
believes the use of landscaping islands can provide for safer traffic flow within the 
parking lot and effectively breaks up the mass of bituminous that is synonymous 
with large retail developments. The Planning Commission looked at other cities’ 
standards and worked with business property owners to see if these standards 
would work for them and they agreed. The additional aesthetic regulations are 
thought to bring higher quality structures. He stated the current three buildings in 
Rivertown Crossing comply with these regulations and can be used as standards 
for future development. The Planning Commission conducted public hearing and 
unanimously recommended approval of these revisions.  
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WHITCOMB MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #612, AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CITY ORDINANCE #538, CHAPTER V, ZONING DISTRICTS, B-3 
HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE 
VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Public Utilities Commission 
 
 1. Minutes of October 24, 2007 
  The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Sherburne County Alcohol Compliance Check 
 

The City received a letter from the Sherburne County Public Health Department reporting al-
cohol compliance checks were conducted at three liquor establishments within the City - Co-
born’s, Pamida, and SuperAmerica. All three passed with no sales to minors. 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Ordinance #610, Social Hosting 
 

Karnowski reported he, the mayor, city attorney, and police chief reviewed the proposed so-
cial hosting ordinance and are recommending some language changes as per Council’s di-
rection at the December 13, 2007, Council meeting. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #610, AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING 
AND ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR ANY PERSON HOSTING AN EVENT OR GATHER-
ING WHERE ALCOHOL IS PRESENT AND BEING POSSESSED OR CONSUMED BY 
PERSONS UNDER TWENTY-ONE (21) YEARS OF AGE. HALLIN SECONDED THE MO-
TION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Premise Permit 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-70, A RESOLUTION APPROVING 
PREMISE PERMIT APPLICATION FOR AMERICAN LEGION POST #216. WHITCOMB 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
C. Annexation 
 

Blake reported Roger Winkelman, on behalf of RW Properties of Princeton LLC, has peti-
tioned the City to annex Lot 1, Block 1, Railway Properties, which is currently in Baldwin 
Township adjacent to the City. He explained Winkelman working on a proposal for a new 
business applying for funding from the Initiative Foundation. In order to be eligible for this 
funding, the property needs to be located within city limits. Winkelman is also requesting an 
abatement of a portion of the municipal property taxes.  
 
Steinbrecher asked if there were regulations about revenue sharing of taxes. Blake answered 
yes, the City will have to pay the township according to state statute. 
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STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-72, A RESO-
LUTION ACCEPTING PETITION FOR ANNEXATION FROM ROGER WINKELMAN, RW 
PROPERTIES OF PRINCETON LLC, AND CALLING A PUBLIC HEARING ON ANNEXA-
TION. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MO-
TION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. Cost Estimate No. 5 for Princeton Area Development Hangar and Change Order No. 1 
 

Karnowski reported the t-hangar construction project is almost complete. This change order 
allows for a culvert which was not anticipated. 
 

 STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE CONSTRUCTION REPORT AND COST ES-
TIMATE FOR THE HANGAR AREA DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AND APPROVE CHANGE 
ORDER NO. 1. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Payment No. 6 for Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 

Karnowski reported the WWTP project is shut down for the winter.  SEH recommends ap-
proval of Payment No. 6 to Municipal Builders, Inc. in the amount of $96,492.45. 

 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE PAYMENT NO. 6 TO MUNICIPAL BUILDERS, 
INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $96,492.45. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE 
VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Priority Setting Discussion 
 

Karnowski reviewed the City’s priorities for 2007 and  action taken. He suggested the Council 
review the 2007 list at their January study session with the intent to add, subtract, or re-
prioritize the issues for 2008. The Council agreed. 

 
B. Upcoming Study Session Topics 
 

Karnowski  asked the Council if they would move their February study session to January 31st 
since he will be on vacation the first two weeks of February. He explained there are some is-
sues surrounding the next phases of the TH95 development that he would like to discuss with 
the Council at that meeting.  
 
RIDDLE MOVED TO MOVE THE FEBRUARY STUDY SESSION TO JANUARY 31, 2008, 
AT 4:30 P.M. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS: None 
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BILL LIST – $497,351.31 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECKS NUMBERING 57975-57977 FOR A TOTAL OF 
$150,927.51 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL 
LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 57978-58065, FOR A TOTAL OF $346,423.80 AS 
SHOWN ON THE BILL LIST. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, HALLIN MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 7:45 P.M. WHITCOMB 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 
 
 
 


