
MINUTES OF A STUDY SESSION OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
MARCH 5, 2009, 4:30 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************ 
 
Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order. Council members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle 
and Councilors Paul Whitcomb, Dick Dobson, and Victoria Hallin. Councilor Lee Steinbrecher 
was absent. Staff present was Mark Karnowski, Steve Jackson, Jay Blake, Brian Payne, Joe 
Backlund, and Ann Bien. Also present was City Attorney Dick Schieffer. 
 
PERSONNEL MATTER 
 
Allen “Pete” Donner requested the meeting be closed. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO ADJOURN THE CLOSED HEARING. HALLIN SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Mayor Riddle reported that the Council terminated the employment of Allen “Pete” Donner 
effective sixty (60) days from and after March 5, 2009. The minutes from the closed hearing will 
be placed in Mr. Donner’s personnel file. 
 
WWTP UPDATE/DISCUSSION – TRACY EKOLA 
 
Tracy Ekola, SEH, reviewed her report on the WWTF Expansion Project status. She reported 
the Phosphorus Removal Project is substantially complete. A one-year certification is required 
and will be provided in 2010. She stated the new phosphorus permit limit of 1 mg/L starts on 
June 1, 2009. She reported the MPCA has proposed more stringent permit limits which will 
require filtration to reliably and consistently meet permit requirements. She stated the MPCA is 
requesting updated information on the social and economic impacts of the project based on the 
new permit limits and addition of filtration. In addition, the MPCA has stated the Environmental 
Assessment Worksheet (EAW) will need to be updated to include filtration and the new permit 
limits. The MPCA has reviewed and accepted the Phosphorus Trade Agreement with the 
Metropolitan Environment Council (Metro WWTF). The agreement will be finalized with the 
NPDES permit. 
 
Ekola then reviewed the tentative schedule and cost estimate. She explained the cost estimate 
does not include filtration costs, but the Council could consider delaying the influent pump 
station and forcemain to the WWTF in order to fit the filtration cost in the current funding 
allocation or submit an application to Rural Development for additional funds. Karnowski 
suggested the filtration be included in the bid documents as an option in case bids come in 
lower than expected. 
 
ROUNDABOUT  & BRIDGE UPDATE/DISCUSSION – CHAD HAUSMAN (WSB) 
 
Chad Hausman, WSB, and Bruce Cochran, Mille Lacs County Highway Department, were 
present. 
 
Hausman reported current requirements of MN DOT will need to be met. He explained a slab 
span will be used and the bridge may have to be lifted a couple of inches. This won’t, however, 
cause an increase in cost. He reviewed the roundabout layout and reported two parking spaces 
north of the park entrance will be removed. He stated the State will be requesting consent from 
the City for the layout.   
 
Hausman then reviewed possible detours, explaining MN DOT will be reviewing the hard and 
soft costs and will make a decision as to which is best and most cost effective. 
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Hausman stated he thinks there is enough funding to complete the proposed intersection at 13th 
Avenue North and Hwy. 95 and its the connection to 7th Avenue North. He then reviewed the 
proposed timeline for the project. 
 
Cochran stated he is working on obtaining funding for constructing the Dunn Bridge in 2010 
along with the Hwy. 95 bridge and roundabout project. Hausman explained the roundabout 
cannot be built until the Dunn Bridge is constructed. 
 
BOND REFUNDING 
 
Jackson reported the State of Minnesota Public Facilities Authority (PFA) has given the City the 
approval, without pre-payment penalty, to proceed with the issuance of a new bond to refund 
the City’s 1995 PFA loan. He stated bids will be received on March 26th and presented to the 
Council that evening at their meeting. They expect to decrease the interest rate from 
approximately 3.88% to approximately 2.44%, resulting in a net debt service reduction of 
approximately $74,000. No Council action is required at this time. 
 
There being no further business, WHITCOMB MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 5:55 P .M. DOBSON 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


