
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2008, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council 
members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle and Councilors Paul Whitcomb, Dick Dobson, Victo-
ria Hallin, and Lee Steinbrecher. Staff present was Mark Karnowski, Steve Jackson, Jay Blake, 
Brian Payne, Joe Backlund, Tom Mismash, Nancy Campbell, and Ann Bien. Also present was City 
Attorney Damien Toven. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA: 
 
Under Miscellaneous: 
B. Request from Chamber of Commerce 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 28, 2008 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 
28, 2008, AS WRITTEN. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 
0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Permits and Licenses:  None 
B. Personnel:  None 
C. Donations/Designations: None 
 
OPEN FORUM 
No one was present for Open Forum. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None  
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A. Planning Commission 
 1. Draft Minutes of August 18, 2008 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
B. Fire Advisory Board 
 1. Minutes of August 5, and Draft Minutes of September 2, 2008 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
C. Airport Advisory Board 
 1. Draft Minutes of August 11, 2008 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Request from Civic Betterment Club 
  

Yvonne Eagleburger was present to request permission to display banners on the City’s en-
trance monuments advertising their annual wine tasting event on October 4th. She stated the 
banners would be displayed from September 12th through approximately October 6th. 
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HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE CIVIC BETTERMENT CLUB DISPLAYING BANNERS 
ON THE CITY’S ENTRANCE MONUMENTS ADVERTISING THEIR ANNUAL WINE TAST-
ING EVENT ON OCTOBER 4, 2008, FOR A PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 12 THROUGH OC-
TOBER 6, 2008. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 
0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Delivery of Liquor Ordinance (second reading) 
 

Karnowski explained that this is the second reading of Ordinance #622, Regulating the Deli-
very of Alcohol Within the City of Princeton.  
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #622, AN ORDINANCE REGULAT-
ING THE DELIVERY OF ALCOHOL WITHIN THE CITY OF PRINCETON AND ESTABLISH-
ING PENALTIES. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
A. Consideration to Market Aero Business Park Lots 
 

Blake reported that staff and the EDA have discussed the possibility of offering the northerly 
six lots of Aero Business Park for sale through a bid process. He explained the property has 
been off the tax roles for approximately three years and although the City has received a 
number of inquiries on the purchase of Lot 1, no sales have occurred. He stated staff does 
not have the time nor expertise to market the sites adequately. He suggested bid forms be 
sent to all local realtors and developers, and also possibly be put on e-bay. He stated the 
minimum bid accepted would be the City’s development costs. He reviewed a draft package 
for bidding. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO AUTHORIZE STAFF TO GO OUT FOR BIDS FOR THE SALE OF 
LOTS 1-6, AERO BUSINESS PARK, WITH A MINIMUM BID OF THE CITY’S DEVELOP-
MENT COSTS. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Consideration of 1000 Friends of Minnesota Grant Agreement 
 

Blake reported the City was approved by 1000 Friends of Minnesota to receive a Community 
Growth Options grant. He explained the City will receive $40,000 the first year and $24,000 
the second year. The City will have to contribute $16,000 in the second year. The grant funds 
decrease over time and the local costs associated with planning will increase. The contract 
presented covers the first two years of the potentially five years of planning commitment. A 
new contract will be presented in year three. The money will be used to expand the City’s 
GIS mapping capabilities, formalize a regional Parks and Trails Planning Board, update the 
City Zoning Ordinance based on the changes to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, and other 
projects that will enhance future planning capabilities.  
 
HALLIN MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER 
INTO THE COMMUNITY GROWTH OPTIONS GRANT AGREEMENT WITH 1000 FRIENDS 
OF MINNESOTA. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; 
NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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C. Use of LMC Funds (Hallin’s winnings) 
 

Karnowski reported ideas suggested for the $1,500 won by Councilor Haliln at the June LMC 
Annual Conference included contributing the money to the Mille Lacs County Historical So-
ciety to help offset their improvement assessments; splitting the money evenly between the 
Beautification Committee, the Food Shelf, and Gifts for Kids; and contributing the money to-
wards the cost of replacing the Princeton Senior Van. Dobson pointed out Gifts for Kids ben-
efits non residents as well as city residents and thought the money should stay with resi-
dents. Hallin thought at least part of the funds could go to the Historical Society. Karnowski 
stated a citizen reported the food shelf is currently flush and suggested the money could go 
elsewhere. Whitcomb thought the biggest share of kids benefiting from Gifts for Kids is from 
the city and suggested they are always looking for more funding. 
 
The Council agreed to get more information regarding need. 
 

D. Library Roof 
 

Karnowski reported two quotes were received to re-roof the library, with the low bid of 
$32,825 coming from Premier Exteriors of Princeton. He stated $25,000 was included in the 
2007 CIP, but the Finance Director advises the $7,825 difference could also come from the 
CIP.  He stated both bidders advised that if the City waits another year, the actual roofing 
and flashing material costs could go up as much as an additional $7,000 over this year’s 
quotes. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE BID FROM PREMIER EXTERIORS FOR $32,825 TO 
REROOF THE LIBRARY. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 
5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. City Council Filings 
 

Karnowski reported there were no filings other than the incumbents. 
 
B. Preliminary Proposed Tax Levy 
 

Jackson explained since part of the budget will be collected through a special police levy, the 
general levy increase over last year will exempt the City from requiring Truth in Taxation 
hearings. However, if it is determined later that the City is not eligible for the exemption, he 
suggested the Council select dates to include in the resolution. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #08-26, A RESOLUTION CERTI-
FYING A TOTAL PRELIMINARY PROPOSED TAX LEVY AND SETTING THE PUBLIC 
HEARING WITH THE DATE OF DECEMBER 11, 2008, FOR THE INITIAL HEARING AND 
DECEMBER 18, 2008, FOR THE CONTINUATION HEARING. DOBSON SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. League of MN Cities Regional Meeting 
 

Karnowski reported the next LMC regional meeting will be held on October 22nd in Mora. 
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B. Request from Chamber of Commerce 
 

Damien Toven, on behalf of the Princeton Area Chamber of Commerce, explained that they 
have received $5,000 of the $7,500 approved by the Council last April, and asked for the re-
lease of the remaining $2,500 for their upcoming events in September and December. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE RELEASE OF THE FINAL $2,500 DONATION TO 
THE PRINCETON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. DOBSON SECONDED THE MO-
TION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
BILL LIST – $572,264.81 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECKS NUMBERING 59309-59310 AND 59359-9362 
FOR A TOTAL OF $248,000.85 AND THE ITEMS LISTED NO THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND 
GENERAL CITY BILL LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 59363-59433, FOR A TO-
TAL OF $324,263.96 AS SHOWN ON THE BILL LIST. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, DOBSON MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 7:35 P.M. HALLIN 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 
 


