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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY 

BOARD HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON JULY 6, 2010, AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL
*********************************************************************************************
1.  Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M.  Those in attendance included:
Members present:





             Staff present:
Paul Whitcomb, Chair

City of Princeton


Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D.

Gene Stoeckel

Princeton Twsp.

            Mark Karnowski, City Admin.
Stephen L. Dolin

Greenbush Twsp.

            

Cathy Lundeen

Wyanett Twsp.

            

Bill Andresen


Blue Hill Twsp.  

2. Review/Consideration of June 1, 2010 Minutes

STOECKEL MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MAY 4, 2010 AS PRESENTED.  ANDRESEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    

3. Agenda Additions/Deletions – Lundeen requested that the Princeton/Dalbo/Wyanett JPA agreement be reviewed under “new business”.   There was no objection.
4.  Reports:

A.   Run Reports - Roxbury handed out a synopsis of the June fire runs.  He advised that there were 15 runs during June with seven of them using the temporary station on CSAH 1 and five of them using equipment from the Wyanett sub-station. He indicated that it appears the adjusted coverage during the bridge projects appears to be working so far. 
B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury

Fire Coverage during bridge replacement update:  As noted above, so far there does not appear to be any diminished service with the two auxiliary stations. Roxbury also noted that he has been bringing the newer grass rig home and is often the first unit on the scene which has also helped.  

Fireworks: Roxbury noted that the department had a presence at the 4th of July fireworks at the County Fairgrounds.  They brought the new ladder truck along.
Practice burn: Roxbury advised that the department will finally be burning the abandoned house on Old 18.  That event will begin about 9 AM on Saturday, July 17th.  All the Fire Board members are invited to attend and/or participate. 
C. Old Business 
New Firefighter update:  Roxbury advised that the department started out with seven candidates who, on first review, looked good.  After the 2nd interview they were down to six (one candidate moved to Texas).  They are now down to three.  They will continue processing those candidates.

Insurance Services Office (ISO) Rating Update:  Roxbury said all the required information was forwarded to ISO on May 17th.   ISO has 90 days to act on the submittal.  His discussions with the ISO rep have been very positive, but the rep will not give any definitive information on what the final rating will be.  Roxbury will call on or about day 60.

800 MHz Radio Update:  Roxbury informed the Fire Advisory Board that Sherburne County has authorized the department to program their radios with the Sherburne frequencies.  The process with Mille Lacs County is still in the approval stage.  

CenterPoint Energy grant update:  Roxbury advised that the PFRD was the recipient of a $1,500 grant with which the PFRD purchased two gas detectors and one portable defibrillator. 
Trailer Update: Roxbury advised that, after the FAB’s June meeting, he became aware of an enclosed trailer that was coming up for sealed bid auction and that the use of that trailer would be perfect for Monticello relocation activities.  The trailer the PFRD is currently using is a converted army trailer and is not enclosed.  Chief Roxbury advised that he requested and received Council permission to submit a bid in keeping with the amount that was listed in the PFRD’s CIP. He was advised that the city’s bid was the only bid received but that it was about $3,000 under the price that the South Metro Fire Department was hoping to get.  He also advised that the South Metro Fire Chief was going to recommend to their Fire Board that they accept the bid for $9,250.06 at their July 21st meeting.  Roxbury will update the FAB at the August meeting.
Blue Hill Fire Runs: Roxbury provided Board Member Andresen with a copy of the dispatched calls to Blue Hill Township for 2009 as requested.  Apparently there are some concerns on the part of the township with dispatch not calling out the correct department for certain fires. 
D. New Business:
Princeton/Dalbo/Wyanett Joint Powers Agreement – Lundeen advised that Wyanett called a meeting of all the townships that used the Dalbo Fire Department to cover some or their entire township for fire protection.  Lundeen indicated that all of the other townships were opposed to changing Dalbo’s market value based billing system.  She noted that their opposition made sense since most of the high priced real estate is on the southeast side of Spectacle Lake.  If Dalbo used the same formula that most other departments use, Wyanett’s cost might go down.  

Lundeen also noted that, in the Dalbo FD’s opinion, the equipment at the sub-station cannot be used outside the Dalbo/Princeton coverage area.  She indicated she would like the JPA board to consider changing the language to clarify that it can be used outside the area – which is already the practice with the existing mutual aid agreements.  
Lundeen also noted that the Dalbo FD’s members indicate that they would never take any of the sub-station equipment out to a fire because they only carry 500 gallons of water.  Roxbury noted that, more often than not, if the department arrives on the scene of a fire early, 500 gallons is enough to control the fire.  If the equipment gets there late, no amount of water will make a real difference.  

Lundeen advised that the board was not impressed with the way that Dalbo treated the township’s inquiry.  She indicated the township will begin talking with the affected property owners and will be looking at severing the high value properties out of the Dalbo contract.   She asked Roxbury to get the Dalbo run numbers and response times to the various areas they cover in Dalbo.  She said the topic will be the main discussion point at the Joint meeting scheduled in October. 
E.  Next Meeting(s) & Agenda

It was noted that the next regular meeting is scheduled for August 3, 2010

F.  Adjourn

There being no further business:

STOECKEL MOVED TO ADJOURN.  LUNDEEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL VOTED IN FAVOR.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 7:54 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mark Karnowski
City Administrator
