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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY BOARD HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON APRIL 6, 2010 AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL
******************************************************************************

1.  Call to order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  Those in attendance included:
Members present:




Members Absent:




Paul Whitcomb, Chair

City of Princeton
Bill Andresen

Blue Hill Twsp.
Roger Nelson (Sub)

Blue Hill Twsp.    
Gene Stoeckel           
Princeton Twsp.
Cathy Lundeen

Wyanett Twsp.
Stephen L. Dolin

Greenbush Twsp.
Staff present:











Mark Karnowski, City Administrator







Jim Roxbury, Chief  P.F.R.D.
2.  Review/Consideration of March 2, 2010 Minutes
LUNDEEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 2, 2010, MEETING.  DOLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

3.  Agenda Additions/Deletions – None.
4.  Reports:

 
A.  Run Reports – The run reports for the month were not available and will be mailed out.  . 

B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury

Bridge Replacement: Roxbury confirmed that, in addition to the equipment at Wyanett Township Hall, they will be locating a pumper at a pole barn on Mille Lacs County Rd #1 just north of TH95 on the east side of the Rum River.   That facility will be activated as soon as they get a push-button lock on the door.  Whitcomb indicated that he thought he could find one to loan to the city for the time that vehicle is in that building.   Department personnel will be driving from both the main station and the temporary station to see what the actual drive time is to different points in our coverage area so the department knows – with the bridges out – which direction to go when responding to calls.
ISO Rating: Nothing new to report…still waiting.
800 MHz: Chief Roxbury advised that the new radios should be in house by the end of April although they will not be able to be used until Mille Lacs County gets their system up and running which could be into June.  Roxbury noted that Sherburne County is getting better at cross patching the current radios.
Size of PFRD: The Board was advised that the City Council concurred with the recommendation of the FAB and agreed to attempt to bring the Department’s membership back up to 35 members (which is still 5 short of the maximum currently approved).  He’s placed ads in the local paper advertising the vacancies.  
Other information shared included the fact that the Relocation folks will be replacing two current computers with two newer computers at no cost to the city.  The department bought 1,000 feet of large diameter hose which sells for $10/foot new for 75¢/foot from the Meyer Fire Department.  
Roxbury also advised that it’s been a very busy grass fire season with 13 calls in the last 7 days with 330+ man hours.  He also noted that they will be doing another structure fire house burn off of Old Co. Road 18 on May 1st.  Board members are welcome to attend.
5.  Old Business  
A. Review Bids to Finish 2010 Grass Rig/Rescue vehicle
Roxbury presented two sets of bids the PFRD received to complete construction of the slide in grass rig/rescue vehicle.  The initial two bids both exceeded the available funding so the proposals were modified to delete the front bumper mounted winch, a foam unit and grill.  The bids received were as follows:








1st Solicitation
2nd Solicitation
Polycraft Fire Equipment (Alexandria MN):
  $26,650.00

   $18,350.00
Kirvida Fire (Scandia MN): 


  $28,746.00

   $19,358.34
LUNDEEN MOVED TO RECOMMEND THAT THE CITY COUNCIL AWARD THE JOB TO POLYCRAFT FIRE EQUIPMENT FOR $18,350.00.  NELSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

B. Township Annual meetings
Roxbury thanked all those present. Andresen advised that Blue Hill Township wanted to switch coverage for a portion of their township from Zimmerman to Princeton but that a contract notification period was not met in time for them to do that this year.  He indicated that it was just a matter of time before that occurred.  They will await any public comment at their upcoming township annual meeting.
6.  New Business - None
7.  Next Meeting(s) & Agenda

It was noted that the next regular meeting is scheduled for May 4, 2010.
8.  Adjourn

There being no further business:

DOLIN MOVED TO ADJOURN.  LUNDEEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL VOTED IN FAVOR.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 8:02 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mark H. Karnowski
City Administrator
