
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Princeton Parks & Recreation Board 

Held on March 22, 2010, in the Chambers of City Hall 
 

Chairperson Mark Schneider called the meeting to order at 6:30. Members present were: Blake Broding, Cheryl Goetz, 
Dick Peterson, Mark Schneider and Scott Suhsen. No members were absent. Also present were Dick Dobson and Bob 
Gerold. 
 

Minutes for February 22, 2009 Meeting 
There being no corrections or additions to the minutes of the last meeting, Peterson made a motion to approve the 
minutes for the January 25, 2010, meeting. Goetz seconded the motion. Broding asked one question about some 
wording and was satisfied with the answer. There being no further discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

For the sake of guests we jumped to new business first: 
 

Landscaping By Mark Park Playgrounds  
Rochelle Donais and another representative for cub scouts had comments and concerns regarding the depressed area 
near the playground equipment in Mark Park. The area is a few feet deep and lined with landscape blocks that step 
down to the bottom. When Mark Park was first redone this landscaping feature was done to preserve a Norway pine 
that could not be moved but which would have had its roots buried too deep with the present ground level. There are 
concerns that the landscaping represents a danger to toddlers who use the playground equipment, which is near. They 
had some suggestions, all of which would start with filling in the hole: Place benches there, a sand box, diggers for the 
kids to play with, a 100th anniversary tree (cub scouts) planted there, a sign commemorating the 100th anniversary of 
cub scouts. Peterson made a motion to table the discussion until next meeting so that board members would have time 
to go out and look at the situation and consider options. Suhsen seconded the motion. There being no further 
discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Splash Park: Leanne Hartigan had joined us for discussion on the financial situation with the Splash Park. We 
reviewed summary sheets that both Hartigan and Steve Jackson had put together. Hartigan did not have access to 
some of the city numbers and lacked those items on her sheet but the big number was the over $15,000 loss on 
Jackson’s sheet. 
 

We discussed that the loss last season was in part due to very poor weather but also due to investment in new 
equipment, electronic updates and some other abnormal maintenance costs. The park board had always hoped that 
this would be a money making venture but at the worst would break even but that has not been the case. Suhsen 
argued that other parks get money invested in them that returns no income as well so that we should be cautious about 
how we interpret the losses. Broding pointed out that the splash park brings a lot of people to town who spend money 
elsewhere in town. We have raised our individual and group rates this year and feel that should help. There shouldn’t be 
some of the major expenses we experienced last year as well. 
 

Hartigan assured us that she learned a lot this past season and has even more promotions planned that will involve 
more businesses within town. She is confident that the splash park will do better with some of the changes she is 
planning on and outlined those to the board. 
 
Reibe Park: Gerold reported that with the grounds drying out the crew would be getting out to do more cutting and 
trimming. Suhsen reported that he might be able to get out this coming weekend with Dave Patten and start marking the 
Frisbee golf course out. 
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Mark Park Trails: Gerold and Schneider shared a map and a plan to put in a trail from Meadow View that would come 
in near the Mark Park playgrounds. When Meadow View had been planned out, a fifteen-foot easement had been set 
aside for this path. Schneider and Gerold had talked to the landowners on either side and have worked out things with 
them with fences, sprinkler head movement, etc. The path will loop around the backsides of the softball fields to the 
overflow parking lot on the north end of Mark Park. There may not be money for cutting in gravel this year and there 
certainly won’t be money enough for paving it yet. 
 

Mark Park Picnic Tables: Schneider reported that the four picnic tables had been ordered in four different colors. 
Gerold said they would go on concrete pads. They will be located west of the Lion’s shelter in Mark Park towards the 
softball field. 
 

Visionary Committee: Suhsen reported that the plans for the amphitheater are going forward slowly but progressing 
none the less. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Campground Fees: Gerold brought up that the fees for Riverside Park camp sites have not gone up for a while. The 
present rates are $7 for rustic and $15 for hook-up. Gerold commented that the fees are substantially lower than state 
park fees that can be about $30 for hook-up. He was asked if we do collect the fees or if it is entirely on the honor 
system. He said that he goes in regularly to make sure the campers have paid. Suhsen made a motion to raise the 
rates to $10 and $20 respectively. Broding seconded the motion. There being no further discussion a vote was taken. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Adjournment 
There was no new business. There being no further discussion, Peterson made a motion to adjourn. Goetz seconded 
the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:30. 
 

Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary 


