
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
MARCH 12, 2009, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council 
members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle and Councilors Paul Whitcomb, Victoria Hallin, and 
Lee Steinbrecher. Council member Dick Dobson was absent. Staff present was Mark Karnowski, 
Steve Jackson, Jay Blake, Bob Gerold, Brian Payne, Joe Backlund, and Ann Bien. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWING ITEM TO THE 
AGENDA: 
 
Under Consent Agenda: 
B. Personnel 
 1. Public Works 
  c. Tom Mismash, Retirement effective 02-25-09 
 2. Fire Department 
  b. Brian Vork, Retirement effective 03-12-09 
 
Under Unfinished Business: 
D. City Clerk Appointment 
 
Under New Business: 
C. Legislative Update 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO MOVE THE FOLLOWING ITEM FROM 
CONSENT AGENDA TO UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
C. Keith Koehler, Hiring as Public Works Supervisor 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 26 AND STUDY SES-
SION OF MARCH 5, 2009 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRU-
ARY 26 AND STUDY SESSION OF MARCH 5, 2009, AS WRITTEN. HALLIN SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 1. Princeton Moose Lodge – Renewal of Consumption & Display Permit 
B. Personnel 
 1. Public Works 

b. Allen “Pete” Donner, status change to GMI $14.61/hr. eff. 03-09-09 
c. Tom Mismash, Retirement effective 02-25-09 

2. Fire Department 
 a. Tom Mismash, Retirement effective 01-01-09 

  b. Brian Vork, Retirement effective 03-12-09 
C. Donations/Designations:  None 
 

HALLIN MOVED TOO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
OPEN FORUM 
 
No  one was present for Open Forum. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A. EDA 
 1. Draft Minutes of February 19, 2009 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
B. Princeton Area Visionary Committee 
 1. Minutes of February 9 and 23, 2009 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Mille Lacs County Informational Meeting Notice 
 

The City received notice that the Mille Lacs County Assessor’s Office will be holding an in-
formation meeting for elected officials to discuss the 2009 assessment year. 

 
B. MN Hooved Animal Rescue Foundation – Request to Use Civic Center 
 

Deb Farm, on behalf of MN Hooved Animal Rescue Foundation and Civic Betterment Club, 
submitted a request to rent the Civic Center from June 30,2009, through July 11, 2009. The 
request explained the Foundation will be holding a garage sale on July 4th and the Civic Bet-
terment Club will be holding their garage sale on July 11th. Items from the 4th will be left for the 
sale on the 11th. They requested a reduced rental rate of $125 for each sale date ($250 total). 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MN HOOVED ANIMAL RESCUE FOUNDA-
TION RENTING THE CIVIC CENTER FROM JUNE 30, 2009, THROUGH JULY 11, 2009, 
FOR THE RATE OF $250 FOR THE TWO GARAGE SALES. HALLIN SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Sign Ordinance 
 

Blake reported the Planning Commission was requested by a local church to consider ap-
proving a reader board sign in a residential district. They held a public hearing in December, 
2009, and recommended the sign ordinance be amended to allow unlit, internally lit, and ex-
ternally lit bulletin boards in connection with any church, school, or similar building.  
 
HALLIN MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #629, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY 
ORDINANCE #538, CHAPTER VII, SIGNS. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON 
THE VOTE: AYES – 4; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. Lakes and Pines Administration Contract 
 

Blake presented the proposed Contract Agreement for the Neighborhood Stabilization Pro-
gram between the City and Lakes and Pines C.A.C., Inc. of More. He explained the City will 
be responsible for distribution of public information, maintaining official records , coordination 
of monthly meetings, and working with local realtors and lenders on property acquisitions and 
purchase agreement of foreclosed property. The City’s EDA will be the local review board.  
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Lakes and Pines will be responsible for other administration work, similar to what they provide 
to cites in the Small City Development Program. The City’s attorney has reviewed the con-
tract and did not have any concerns. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT AGREEMENT FOR THE NEIGH-
BORHOOD STABILIZATION PROGRAM BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF PRINCETON, 
MINNESOTA, AND LAKES AND PINES C.A.C., INC. OF MORA, MINNESOTA, SUBJECT 
TO FINAL APPROVAL OF THE BUDGET BY THE  MINNESOTA HOUSING FINANCE 
AGENCY. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Blake reported there have already been 3-4 families interested in the program. 

 
B. Feasibility Report for Sewer Extension to KAW Parks, LLC 
 

Blake explained the City received a retainer of $3,000 from Mike Wadsworth, owner of KAW 
Parks LLC, for a feasibility study on extending sewer to his 55 acre parcel. However, the pre-
liminary estimate from WSB came in at $6,414, which Wadsworth was unwilling to pay. After 
speaking with Mike Nielson, WSB, it was decided a scaled back report could be done for the 
$3,000 and this would be adequate at this time. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #09-12, A RESOLUTION ORDER-
ING PREPARATION OF FEASIBILITY REPORT ON CONSTRUCTION OF SE SANITARY 
SEWER TRUNK LIFT STATION AND FORCEMAIN WITH THE AMENDED COST OF UP TO 
$3,000. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MO-
TION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

C. Personnel - Keith Koehler, hire as Public Works Supervisor @ $41,910/yr. eff. 03-16-09 
 
Karnowski reported the City has not received the results of Koehler’s physical exam. He rec-
ommended approving his employment pending success results of a physical exam. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE HIRING OF KEITH KOEHLER AS PUBLIC 
WORKS SUPERVISOR AT $41,900/YR. EFFECTIVE 03-16-09 PENDING SUCCESSFUL 
RESULTS OF A PHYSICAL EXAMINATION. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE 
VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

D. City Clerk Appointment 
 

Karnowski introduced Katie Hunter as the applicant being recommended for hire as the City 
Clerk at $19.40/hr. effective 03-27-09. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO HIRE KATIE C. HUNTER AS CITY CLERK AT $19.40/HR. EFFECTIVE 
03-27-09. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Fire Billings Receipts 
 

Karnowski reported the Fire Advisory Board voted at their March 3rd meeting  to recommend 
that the City Council use the monies collected via the fire call billing system to the CIP fund 
that is used to buy new fire trucks. He stated the Board feels this is an appropriate use for the  
money and it would reduce future impacts on the townships when a new fire truck is required. 
He reported that last year, the City took in about $2,650 from insurance companies for miscel-
laneous fires. 
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WHITCOMB MOVED TO DIRECT THE MONIES COLLECTED VIA THE FIRE CALL BILL-
ING SYSTEM TO THE CIP FUND THAT IS USED TO BUY NEW FIRE TRUCKS. HALLIN 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Public Works – Safety Grant Application 
 

Gerold requested authorization to pursue a matching grant of up to $10,000 from OSHA for 
the purchase of equipment for the sewer system and wastewater treatment plant. Proposed 
equipment included $400 for safety harnesses; $2,500-$3,000 for a manhole lift, and a com-
puter for mapping and GIS. He stated $6,000 has already been budgeted and approved for 
the computer. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO DIRECT GEROLD TO PURSUE A MATCHING GRANT OF 
UP TO $10,000 FROM OSHA FOR THE PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE SEWER 
SYSTEM AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

C. Legislative Update 
 

Blake reviewed he summary of HF 1035, relating to the regulation of land uses in and  around 
municipalities. He explained how it addresses annexation and incorporation, requirements for 
School Districts purchasing land for school development, comprehensive plans, urban growth 
boundaries, a new type of Tax Increment Financing District, and the sale  of bonds for the 
Redevelopment Grant program. 
 
He stated staff is very supportive of 95% of the bill and recommended the Council support the 
following items included in the House File by forwarding comments to our legislators: 
1. The requirement to adopt a comprehensive plan and review it on a regular basis; 
2. The potential reduction of land required for new school siting; 
3. Limiting of Residential development in rural areas; 
4. Establishment of formal urban growth boundaries around cities; 
5. Authorization to plan and control land uses in the growth boundary. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO SUPPORT HF 1035 AND FORWARD COMMENTS TO OUR LEGIS-
LATORS. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS:  None 
 
BILL LIST – $355,679.70 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECKS NUMBERING 60297-60299 AND 60353-
60354 FOR A TOTAL OF $200,020.80 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND 
GENERAL CITY BILL LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 60355-60435, FOR A TO-
TAL OF $155,658.90. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 
0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 7:35 P.M. WHIT-
COMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST:       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 


