
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
AUGUST 28, 2008, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Acting Mayor Whitcomb called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag. Council members present were Councilors Paul Whitcomb, Victoria Hallin, and Lee Stein-
brecher. Mayor Jeremy Riddle and Councilor Dick Dobson were absent. Staff present was Mark 
Karnowski, Steve Jackson, Brian Payne, Joe Backlund, Tom Mismash, and Ann Bien. Also 
present were City Attorneys Dick Schieffer and Damien Toven. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA: 
 
Under Consent Agenda: 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 1. St. Edward’s Church – Temporary 3.2 Liquor License on 09-14-08 
Under Miscellaneous: 
A. League of MN Cities Prize 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 14, 2008 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
AUGUST 14, 2008, AS WRITTEN. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES 
- 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 1. St. Edward’s Church – Temporary 3.2 Liquor License on 09-14-08 
B. Personnel 
 1.  Police Department 
  a. Alex Dehn – Step Increase to $19.75/hr. eff. 09-09-08 
  b. Matt Mullins – Step Increase to $20.50/hr. eff. 09-17-08 
 2. Liquor Store 
  a. Janet Enderle, Step 3 Increase to $11.06/hr. eff. on or about 09-08-08 
C. Donations/Designations:  None 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. STEINBRECHER SECOND-
ED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 
 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
A. Hiring/Swearing in of Police Officer Arnold "Arnie" Soden @ $17.53/hr. eff. 09-01-08 
 

Karnowski reported the City received 90+ applications for the officer vacancy in the Police 
Department, of which 8 candidates were interviewed. After the interview, an extensive 
background check, and physical and mental testing, staff is recommending Mr. Soden be 
hired as a Princeton police officer.  
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO HIRE ARNOLD SODEN AS A POLICE OFFICER @ 
$17.53/HR. EFFECTIVE 09-01-08 PENDING SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE 
STANDARD ONE YEAR PROBATION PERIOD. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON 
THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR MARK KARNOWSKI ADMINISTERED THE OATH OF OFFICE 
TO ARNOLD SODEN. 
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OPEN FORUM 
 
A. Eddy Foundation Donation 
 

Mark Jacobson, representing Sherburne Telesystems/Northstar Access/Eddy Foundation 
presented a donation of $2,000 each to the Princeton Police Department and Princeton 
Fire and Rescue Department. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
A. Wendorff Industrial Coating Tax Abatement Request 
 

Karnowski reported that Mitch and Lori Wendorff  are planning to build  in the spring so 
have requested the hearing be tabled until a follow up requested is received. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO TABLE THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE BUSINESS 
SUBSIDY AGREEMENT WITH WENDORFF INDUSTRIAL COATING UNTIL A FOLLOW 
UP REQUEST IS RECEIVED. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: 
AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
City Attorney suggested that by not setting a specific date for the future hearing, publica-
tion will be required again. Staff recommended that it would be better to publish again. 

 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A. Planning Commission 
 
 1. PYHA Conditional Use Permit 

 
Karnowski reported the Planning Commission held a public hearing on August 18, 
2008, and approved a conditional use permit for the Princeton Youth Hockey Asso-
ciation to build a second arena at their current location (511 Ice Arena Drive) with 
the conditions that a minimum emergency second exit will be established before oc-
cupancy; the City engineer’s recommendations be followed on grading and ponding; 
and landscaping be worked out with City staff. 
 

 2. Interim Use Permit at 302 4th Avenue South 
 

Karnowski reported the Planning Commission held a public hearing on August 18, 
2008, and approved an Interim Use Permit for Danielle Carbert to operate a portrait 
studio out of her home at 302 4th Avenue South with the condition that the permit 
would be voided with the sale of this property. 

 
B. Park Board 
 1. Draft Minutes of August 25, 2008 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
C. PUC 
 1. Minutes of June 25, 2008 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None 
 
 
 



August 14, 2008 
Page 3 
 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Resolution #08-24, Premise Permit for American Legion Post #216  
 

STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #08-24, A RESOLUTION AP-
PROVING PREMISE PERMIT APPLICATION FOR AMERICAN LEGION POST #216. 
HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MO-
TION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Resolution #08-23, Authorizing Rental of Safe Deposit Box 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #08-23, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 
RENTAL OF SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN BREMER BANK. STEINBRECHER SECONDED 
THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIM-
OUSLY. 

 
C. Ordinance #622, Delivery of Alcohol 
 

Ordinance #622, regulating the delivery of alcohol within city limits, was presented for re-
view. Karnowski suggested and City Attorney Schieffer agreed that the specific dollar 
amount is not needed in the penalty section. 
 
Mr. Dan Patnode, owner of Old Log Liquor, was present to ask questions about the pro-
posed ordinance. He stated he understand the reason for the ordinance is to prevent un-
derage consumption. He stated he would like to inform the council as to what is required 
for the delivery of alcohol and asked to meet with the Council and discuss this further. He 
stated he has spoken to several individuals in the community, including police officers, 
and the concern of underage consumption may not be warranted. He asked what statis-
tics have been used to determine that delivery increases underage consumption. He 
stated he has as much or more communication/interaction with the youth of the communi-
ty and he takes offense that anyone would think he would put alcohol in their hands. He 
asked that the ordinance be tabled and wait to see if there is a problem. 
 
Hallin stated another concern she had was with delivering to a residence where the per-
son was already inebriated and possible domestic abuse could occur. 
 
Steinbrecher asked who would be making the deliveries and Patnode stated the employee 
would be over 21 and would be responsible to making the judgment if the person was un-
derage or inebriated. Also, the person who places the order would be required to accept 
the order. Kegs of beer would not be delivered.  
 
Steinbrecher stated the Council was concerned with keeping to the statement it was trying 
to make when it adopted the social hosting ordinance. 
 
Karnowski explained State Statute allows the City to control the sale of alcohol within city 
limits. He explained if City employees sell to a minor or intoxicated person, the City can 
take action; if an outside source sells to a minor or intoxicated person, the City has no 
control. 
 
City Attorney Toven stated 90% of police criminal work is caused because of alcohol. He 
stated there is a practical difference between the reality of alcohol delivery and other deli-
veries. The delivery of alcohol lends itself to a very hostile and dangerous situation if the 
delivery is denied.  
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City Attorney Schieffer added that for more than 100 years the State of Minnesota has 
tried to control liquor by controlling the  sale. He stated In this state and city, the citizens 
have decided that the only people who will sell alcohol within the city is the City. If the City 
wanted to allow others to sell within the city, it might want to hold an election to legally al-
low other liquor businesses. He explained that this ordinance is not intended to only re-
strict Mr. Patnode’s business, but also restrict other possibly less scrupulous businesses. 
He also added that compliance checks may work in a business, but is less likely to work at 
residences. 
 
Steinbrecher stated he was against anything which could contribute to the sale to minors. 
He agreed with Schieffer that by allowing Patnode to deliver, the City could not restrict 
others. 
 
Patnode asked how the City was going to control alcohol delivery by FED EX, UPS, etc. 
Karnowski stated they would be advised that there is no delivery of alcohol within the city. 
Patnode stated he didn’t think it could be controlled.  
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #622, AN ORDINANCE RE-
GULATING THE DELIVERY OF ALCOHOL WITHIN THE CITY OF PRINCETON AND 
ESTABLISHING PENALTIES. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: 
AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
A. TH95 Update 
 

Karnowski reported the City has been advised that the State has approved the Environ-
mental Assessment (EA) that SEH did for the TH95 project. He stated the next step is to 
hold a public hearing on the EA. Notices will be published and mailed to the adjacent 
property owners.  
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO HOLD AN OPEN HOUSE ON SEPTEMBER 25, 2008, AT 
6:00 TO DISCUSS THE TH95 UPDATES AND CALL A PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:30 P.M. 
ON SEPTEMBER 25, 2008, REGARDING THE TH95 PROJECT. HALLIN SECONDED 
THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 3; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. 10th Ave. South Project – Final Payment to West Branch Construction 
 

STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE FINAL PAYMENT OF $12,259.16 TO 
WEST BRANCH CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR THE 10TH AVENUE SOUTH IMPROVE-
MENT PROJECT. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS 
- 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
C. WWTP Payment Request No. 12 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE PAY REQUEST NO. 12 IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$95,845.50 TO MUNICIPAL BUILDERS, INC. FOR THE WWTP PHOSPHORUS RE-
MOVAL MODIFICATION PROJECT. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON 
THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
D. Golf Cart Routes 
 

Karnowski reported that the only realistic route for golf carts to Coborn’s would be if the 
City designated Smith Systems Road east from 7th Avenue to Rum River Drive. Drivers  
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Would then have to cross Rum River Drive and access the unnamed private street that 
runs in front of SuperAmeric and the AmericInn. Possible problems with this route are that 
the street is private and permission would have to be obtained from the owner of the 
street; and the street is narrower than most city streets, which could be a safety issue. An 
option is to try it on a trial basis. 
 
Whitcomb asked if the City can regulate what times the route could be used and Kar-
nowski thought it could since a license is required. 
 
Steinbrecher was concerned with the width of the street, particularly when a truck is 
parked on the street, and the amount of traffic using it to get to Coborn’s. 
 
This item will be brought back at a future meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  None  
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. League of MN Cities Prize 
 

Hallin reported she won the grand prize of $1,500 for the City in the Market Place drawing 
at the League of MN Cities convention. She asked the Council for input on how it should 
be spent. Council directed staff to research what options are available . 

 
BILL LIST – $113,229.40 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECKS NUMBERING 59305-59308 FOR A TOTAL 
OF $7,993.68 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY 
BILL LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 59311-59358, FOR A TOTAL OF 
$105,235.72 AS SHOWN ON THE BILL LIST. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 8:15 P.M. HAL-
LIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Paul Whitcomb, Acting Mayor 
 
 
 


