
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Princeton Parks & Recreation Board 
Held on September 27, 2010, at the Mark Park Picnic Shelter 

 

Chairperson Mark Schneider called the meeting to order at 6:30. Members present were: Blake Broding, Mary 
Chapman, Todd Fredrick, Cheryl Goetz, Mark Schneider, Scott Suhsen and Carla Vita. Also present were Bob Gerold 
and Dick Dobson. 
 

Minutes for August 23, 2010 Meeting 
Broding noted one change to the minutes for the last meeting: It should have been noted that he was appointed as vice 
chair should Mark Schneider not be able to attend a meeting. Vita made a motion to correct the minutes as corrected. 
Chapman seconded the motion. There being no further discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
For the sake of guests we jumped to new business first: 
 

Bob Peters Archery Range: 
Peters presented guidelines from the DNR regarding distances from roads, property lines, etc. He also presented a 
roughed in map showing a 30-target course and how it could be fit into the park. Broding had some concerns with how 
much water there is on the property and whether the course would fit as drawn up. Peters thought it would be okay 
because the intention is to shoot over water for some of the targets. Peters discussed that the access road would be 
from 12th Street N. Gerold said that while the easement the city has is narrow, it should be doable for a single lane in 
and a single lane out. The parking area would initially not need a lot of work, cutting a few trees and maybe some brush; 
it can be expanded later as needed. 
 

Peters is going to be contacting Mille Lacs Zoning to see what will be required for bunkers. As the course is laid out, 
most shooting would be towards the interior of the trial that loops around the course. This will decrease the chance of 
conflict with other visitors to the park. 
 

Chapman presented information she gathered on Bunker Hills Archery Complex in Anoka County. This provided the 
board an example of some of what the Princeton course could be like and also how it would be different 
 

Peters is confident the club has the resources to do the course: targets, bunkers, maybe 4 platform stands, etc. They 
typically put any extra money they make back into their present course and this new course would be no different. If 
there is vandalism or damage from flooding there might be some difficulties for covering those costs though and he 
brought up that maybe the city would help in that situation. 
 

Security and insurance remain the biggest concerns for everyone. The club has a $1,000,000 policy and each member 
is covered. Cabling targets to a buried anchor and removing ladders to platforms might keep down the risk of damage 
from vandals or flooding. 
 

If the trails are accessible enough, Gerold thought the city could do a twice a year mowing and maybe mosquito 
spraying as well. He thinks a storm sewer might have to be moved for the access road / parking area. He said the city 
also has bollards that could b used to define the parking area. 
 

Suhsen wanted to have someone review the location of the targets and trails and see if they were in conflict with any 
bike and hike trails that may be planned through the same area. Chapman offered to check on that. 
 

Fredrick brought up concern that kids do go into that park and that we really need to be sure that there was no 
possibility of someone accidentally being shot. He would like to have a walk through of the area to get a better 
understanding of everything involved. That might happen when the actual layout is a little firmer. 
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Bob Peters Archery Range (continued): 
With regard to signs, Dobson pointed out that SHIP grants are available and to contact Erin Johnson about that. 
 

Goetz made a motion to approve of the concept of an archery course for the purpose of further planning. Chapman 
seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Splash Park: 
Leanne Hartigan joined us to give her final report on the splash park. She had an extensive layout that compared the 
number of paying attendees, amounts collected for entry, concession, pop and more along with a comparison to last 
year. The costs were not included as these are numbers that Steve Jackson would have to generate. The incoming 
money looked better than last year and the increase in rates for both daily and parties does not seem to have harmed 
the attendance. Hartigan has ideas for future promotions and some things to change again. Broding offered to help with 
marketing for the next year and will get together with Hartigan separately on that. There was some discussion about 
being open for September weekends. Gerold cautioned that even when the splash park isn’t being used it costs money 
to monitor the water quality and amend it chemically. The issue was left open. There was consensus from the board 
members that the presentation Hartigan gave was very good and the numbers looked good. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Mark Park: 
Gerold reported that the water be shut down soon and winterization begun. 
 

Riverside Park: 
Winterization will begin there soon as well. 
 

Rainbow Park: 
Other than dead oaks, Schneider said there was nothing to report there. 
 

Riebe Park: 
The Riebe family reminded us that they have money that they want to put towards a large sign for the park. Gerold 
wants to make sure the sign design is consistent with like what we have at Mark Park. We don’t want to do anything 
until next spring after the bridges are completed. Gerold has determined that with the bridges out, it would be most 
practical to put off the fencing for the dog park until next spring at least as well. 
 

Broding asked Suhsen if Jasper McLaughlin had contacted him. McLaughlin had proposed for his eagle project to put a 
disk course in Rainbow Park but had been asked to consider helping with the Riebe Park course instead. Suhsen said 
he had not been contacted. Broding said he would try to see if there might be anyone else interested in doing 
something for an eagle project that would help us out. 
 

Trail South of New Water Treatment Plant: 
Suhsen asked Gerold if there were signs that could be put on the north end of the trail indicating the trail was for non-
motorized use only. Gerold thought he had something. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Lind Property: 
Gerold presented that in the past the Lind property adjoining the southeast corner of Mark Park could have been 
purchased by the city but at that time there was more owed on it than what it was worth. It is available again now. There 
is about $56,000 in park dedication right now with another $70,000 available when the development by the hospital 
starts. The property is appraised about $82,000 to $85,000. We had discussed this piece of property as another 
entrance into Mark Park and also a potential second entrance for the hockey arena. At this point though, the hockey 
association would not be able to participate in this project. Gerold has not done a thorough investigation of the project 
because if the park board isn’t interested he didn’t want to waste his time. He thinks the house could be moved to 
another lot and sold, sold to move or, if not in good enough shape for moving then torn down. How much it would 
ultimately cost is yet to be determined. Suhsen made a motion for Gerold to investigate the costs and possibilities 
further. Fredrick seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, a vote was taken. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

MISCELLANOUS 

Goetz said she had been asked if the North Pole skating rink would be flooded this winter. Gerold said that had not 
been determined yet. 
 

Frederick is still working on the miniature golf course. He stated that it was amazing how prices have come down since 
the initial contacts were made and a general willingness to provide more services to help us get a project started. 
 

Schneider brought up geo caching and asked whether any of the board members had concerns about people possibly 
digging up park property looking for treasures. Vita offered to get an example of geo caching policies for parks. 
 

Adjournment 
There being no further discussion, Goetz made a motion to adjourn. Vita seconded the motion. Motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:05. 
 

Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary 
 


