
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY  
BOARD HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON AUGUST 3, 2010, AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL 

 

********************************************************************************************* 
 

1.  Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  Those in atten-
dance included: 

 

Members present:                   Staff present: 
Paul Whitcomb, Chair  City of Princeton   Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D. 
Gene Stoeckel  Princeton Twsp.              Mark Karnowski, City Admin. 
Stephen L. Dolin  Greenbush Twsp.               
Cathy Lundeen  Wyanett Twsp.              Visitors: 
Bill Andresen   Blue Hill Twsp.     Ron Lawrence 
 
2. Review/Consideration of July 6, 2010 Minutes 
 

ANDRESEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF JULY 6, 2010 AS PRESENTED.  
STOECKEL SECONDED THE MOTION.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.     
 
3. Agenda Additions/Deletions – none. 
 
4.  Reports: 

A.   Run Reports - Roxbury handed out a synopsis of the July fire runs.  The full report 
will be mailed out to the Townships.  
 

B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury 
Roxbury advised that they’d been busy with weather related pages but there had been very little 
damage from the storms.  They’ve been doing a lot of calls out of the two sub-stations this past 
month.  The Medical response team has been busy.  They already used the new defibrillator on 
one call.  They had a call in Greenbush at 5 AM and were able to on the scene in 4 minutes.  
North Ambulance made good on their commitment and replaced the defib pads after its first 
use.  They had a call from the parent of a kid that had been starting fires in the family home.  
Even though the family was in Zimmerman’s area, we responded and met with the kid and fami-
ly.  He’s optimistic that they got through to the kid.  Roxbury advised that the practice house 
burn on Old 18 had been completed.  The PFRD was training that night on ladder use.  They’re 
participating in a “Take Back the Night” event as well.  Roxbury reported that the “smokehouse” 
trailer had been vandalized.   He also noted he’s still working on getting prices on a 4-wheeler 
for relocation use. 
 

C. Old Business  
New Firefighter update:  Roxbury advised that the four firefighter candidates completed their 
physicals, psych and agility tests.  All seems to be progressing well.  
 

Insurance Services Office (ISO) Rating Update:  Roxbury said he’d contacted ISO on July 26th 
and we were not yet listed.  August 16th is the next listing date and, by their own rules, we 
should be listed at that time.   
 

800 MHz Radio Update:  Roxbury informed the Fire Advisory Board that all the radios are in-
stalled in the vehicles and the portables will be updated shortly.  The staff training for using the 
radios will begin next week.     
 

Trailer Update: Roxbury advised that the trailer purchased from South Metro is in.  They in-
cluded about $4,000 in extra equipment.  The trailer should be re-outfitted to meet the city’s 
needs by the end of the month.  Roxbury asked for permission to sell the old army surplus trailer 
at Pike’s Auction in September. 
 

LUNDEEN MOVED TO RECOMMEND THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF THE 
OLD PFRD ARMY SURPLUS TRAILER AT PIKE’S AUCTION. STOECKEL SECONDED THE 
MOTION.  ALL VOTED IN FAVOR.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 



 Fire Advisory Board Minutes 
August 3, 2010 
Page 2 
 

D. New Business: 
 

Arcadian Homes Practice Burn – Roxbury advised that the Minnesota Arson Investigation team 
is coming to Princeton to put on an arson investigation class when the city burns down the Ar-
cadian Home complex sometime this fall.   
 
PFRD Space Needs – Roxbury advised that the department is beginning to look at options to 
secure extra space for the department needs.  He has approximately $130,000 in funds availa-
ble.  They’re looking at the possibility of a new station site on the west side of the city or possi-
bly a new sub-station that could be integrated into the ultimate final plans.  
 
Discussion with Other Successful Department(s) – Roxbury suggested that the FAB may want 
to bring in a fire chief that has successfully implemented a department merger to discuss possi-
ble options for re-structuring the firefighting efforts of our region.  He recommended inviting the 
South Metro Fire Chief (John Ehret) to explain what they did, how they did it and whether the 
end product resulted in a better product.  The FAB agreed that it could be a worthwhile discus-
sion to hold in September. 
 
E.  Next Meeting(s) & Agenda 
It was noted that the next regular meeting is scheduled for September 7, 2010.  Because of 
Chief Ehret’s visit, it was decided to move the meeting up to 6:30. 
 
F.  Adjourn 
There being no further business: 
 

STOECKEL MOVED TO ADJOURN.  DOLIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL VOTED IN FA-
VOR.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 8:02 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Mark Karnowski 
City Administrator 
 


