
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
FEBRUARY 26, 2009, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Acting Mayor Whitcomb called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Council members present were Councilors Paul Whitcomb, Dick Dobson, Victoria Hallin, and Lee 
Steinbrecher. Mayor Riddle was absent. Staff present was Steve Jackson, Jay Blake, Bob Gerold, 
and Ann Bien. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWING ITEM TO THE 
AGENDA: 
 
Under Miscellaneous: 
A. Candidate Forum at Baldwin Township 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 12, 2009 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 
12, 2009, AS WRITTEN. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 1. Princeton Lions Club – Bingo on 03-28-09 at Party House 
 2. Dollar Bell, Sale of Fireworks Permit for 2009 
B. Personnel:  None 
C. Donations/Designations:  None 
 

STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. DOBSON SECONDED 
THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIM-
OUSLY. 

 
OPEN FORUM 
 
No  one was present  for Open Forum. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A. Airport Advisory Board 
 1. Minutes of January 12 and February 2, 2009 
  The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
B. Park Board 
 1. Draft Minutes of February 23, 2009 
  The above minutes were reviewed. Dobson pointed out the Park Board elected to fore-

go their monthly stipends for 2009. 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Princeton Lions Club – Request for five $20 Gift Certificates 
 

Jackson reported the Princeton Lions Club has requested five $20 gift certificates  from the 
liquor store for their fundraiser on March 28, 2009.This has become an annual request. 
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HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE DONATION OF FIVE $20 GIFT CERTIFICATES FROM 
THE LIQUOR STORE FOR THE PRINCETON LIONS CLUB FUNDRAISER ON MARCH 28, 
2009. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MO-
TION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Ducks Unlimited Chapter 59 Mille Lacs – Request for Gift Certificates 
 

Jackson reported Ducks Unlimited Chapter 59 Milles requested three $15 or five $10 gift cer-
tificates from the liquor store to be used as raffle prizes at their banquet on April 2, 2009. The 
Council asked if they received a donation last year and Hallin thought it was denied because 
it did not directly benefit the community. Dobson agreed, saying he saw no specific benefit to 
the City. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO DENY THE REQUEST FROM DUCKS UNLIMITED CHAPTER 59 
MILLE LACS. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Ordinance #628, Taxi Cab Fee 
 

Jackson explained that when the ordinances were codified, the taxi cab license fee was inad-
vertently left out of the fee schedule. Since the fee was an oversight, staff recommended the 
ordinance be adopted tonight. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #628, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING EXHI-
BIT E, FEE SCHEDULE OF THE PRINCETON CODE OF ORDINANCES. HALLIN 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. Pine Loft Liquor License Hearing Continued 
 

Jackson reported City Attorney Dick Schieffer had spoken with and also wrote to Simon offer-
ing the possibility of surrendering his liquor license for the Pine Loft Restaurant and Lounge. 
He gave him until today to respond to the offer. Mr. Simon did not respond. 
 
Jackson advised the Council Mr. Simon dropped off his payment for the license, but later  
placed a stop payment on his check . He went on to advise them their options included con-
tinuing  to contact Mr. Simon for payment, revoking the liquor license (Council takes control 
and terminates license), and/or fining Mr. Simon. The Council agreed Simon had been given 
several opportunities to respond. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED REVOKE THE LIQUOR AND SUNDAY LIQUOR LICENSE FOR 
PINE LOFT RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE IMMEDIATELY. HALLIN SECONDED THE MO-
TION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Jackson asked if there should be any financial penalty. Dobson thought because of the cur-
rent financial situation, just revoking the license would be enough. The other Council mem-
bers agreed. 
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B. Authorization for Feasibility Report for KAW Parks Sanitary Sewer Extension 
 

Blake explained that staff was intending to request authorization for WSB to prepare a feasi-
bility report for a sewer extension to the KAW Parks LLC property. It was initially thought the 
cost would be $5,000, which KAW agreed to pay. However, the estimate has now come in at 
$6,414, so an adequate retainer was not received. Staff recommended this item be tabled. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO TABLE DISCUSSION ON AUTHORIZATION FOR A FEASIBILITY 
REPORT FOR A SEWER EXTENSION TO THE KAW PARKS, LLC PROPERTY. STEIN-
BRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
C. Baldwin Township Incorporation Resolution 
 

Blake explained this is continuation of the discussion at the last regular Council meeting. He 
reviewed that Baldwin Township has been investigating the option of incorporating. He ex-
plained it has been recommended that the City adopt a resolution addressing how it would 
like to react to what happens to  the south (Baldwin Township). It was suggested other town-
ships be included in the resolution, but through discussion with the City’s attorney and Chris 
Hood, the attorney working with the City on orderly annexation, they thought since Baldwin 
Township is the only township considering incorporation, the City needs only address them. 
Blake reviewed the recommended changes to the resolution and suggested the Council 
needs to prepare for whatever direction the township goes. 
 
Dobson stated he would like to see an equal number of members on the negotiating team. 
Steinbrecher and Hallin volunteered to be on the team, but Dobson suggested Steinbrecher 
and Riddle since they have been working with the township in the past. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #09-10, A RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING 
THE CITY OF PRINCETON’S DESIRE TO WORK WITH BALDWIN TOWNSHIP TO JOINT-
LY PROMOTE THE ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT OF THE LARGER PRINCETON/BALDWIN 
TOWNSHIP AREA, WITH THE CHANGE THAT BOTH TEAMS WILL HAVE TWO MEM-
BERS EACH. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPOINT STEINBRECHER AND RIDDLE TO THE NEGOTIATING 
TEAM . HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION.; ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
D. NSP Grant Update 
 

Blake reported the City received a grant of $796,254 from the Minnesota Housing Board for 
the Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP).  

 
E. Budget Discussion Continued 
 

Jackson reviewed the possible annual payment to the City’s Boards and Commission and 
Council’s special meetings totaled $6,480. Hallin reported she talked to the EDA Board and 
they agreed to reduce their stipend by 50%. Whitcomb stated he thought the decrease should 
be for all boards and Council. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO REDUCE THE BOARD AND SPECIAL MEETING STIPEND BY 50%. 
DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Hiring of Public Works Supervisor 
 

Gerold reported the City received 57 applications for the position of Public Works Supervisor. 
Thirteen applicants were interviewed. He recommended the hiring of Keith Koehler at 
$41,910/hr. effective upon a successful physical and drug and alcohol test. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO HIRE KEITH KOEHLER AS PUBLIC WORKS SUPERVISORY @ 
$41,910/YR. EFFECTIVE UPON A SUCCESSFUL PHYSICAL AND DRUG AND ALCOHOL 
DRUG TEST. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Payment Request from Municipal Builders, Inc. 
 

STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT REQUEST #16 OF $40,842.66 
TO MUNICIPAL BUILDERS, INC. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: 
AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. Candidate Forum at Baldwin Township 

 
Dobson reported Baldwin Township is going to have a candidates forum for township board 
candidates this coming Saturday from 10 a.m. until noon. 

 
BILL LIST – $197,630.52 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECKS NUMBERING 60191-60192 FOR A TOTAL OF 
$64,649.28 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL 
LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 60300-60352, FOR A TOTAL OF $132,981.24. 
STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 7:40 P.M. DOBSON 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Paul Whitcomb, Acting Mayor 
 


