
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 

JANUARY 11, 2007, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council 
members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle and Councilors Dick Dobson, Victoria Hallin, Lee 
Steinbrecher, and Paul Whitcomb. Staff present was Mark Karnowski, Tom Mismash, Bob Gerold, 
and Ann Bien. Also present were City Attorneys Dick Schieffer and Damien Toven and Mille Lacs 
County Commissioner Jack Edmonds. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA: 
 
Under Reports of Officers, Boards, and Committees 
A. 3. Westling Hangar Issue 
Under Unfinished Business: 
B. EDA  Board 
Under Miscellaneous: 
A. Capitol  Hill Update 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  DECEMBER 28 AND STUDY 
SESSION OF JANUARY 4, 2007 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF DECEM-
BER 28, 2006, AND STUDY SESSION OF JANUARY 4, 2007, AS WRITTEN. HALLIN SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANI-
MOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 1. 2007 Cigarette License for Princeton Automart, 211 North Rum River Drive 
B. Personnel 
 1. Fire Department 
  a. Rob Isaacson – Resignation effective 12-05-06 
C. Donations/Designations:  None 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. DOBSON SECONDED THE  
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
No  one was present for Open Forum. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A. Airport Advisory Board 
 
 1. Draft Minutes of December 11, 2006 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
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 2. Crosswind Runway Update 
 

Karnowski reported the City’s Airport Engineer, Joe Dresel of SEH, prepared a detailed 
report regarding the estimated costs and time frame to pursue construction of the pro-
posed turf crosswind runway. He stated the report shows it would take a minimum of 
four years and about $2.4 million for the complete project. The FAA funding would total 
$2,281,782, with local funding $120,088. He explained the City is in line to receive 
$150,000 per year in Federal Airport Improvement Program (AIP) Funds, which can be 
banked for no more than 3 years ($450,000). There may be additional sources of fund-
ing available including State of Minnesota funding and the currently unpopular congres-
sional “earmark” funds. 
 
Steinbrecher stated he thought the Council needed to make a final decision, although 
he is unsure how to proceed with either the crosswind runway or extending the current 
runway. He explained this would allow neighboring property owners to  know how they 
can develop. Riddle fully agreed and asked when the CIP had to be  done. Karnowski 
stated he was told by Dresel it had to be done in February, but thought it could be 
amended later. 
 
Karnowski reported it was inferred by the FAA that if the access issue is not resolved, 
future funding may be limited. He also reported the Airport Advisory Board has indi-
cated they now think extending the runway ranks over the crosswind runway. 
 
Karnowski also stated the City is  allowed  to assess properties for improvements, so 
one option for funding would be to assess the current hanger owners at the airport. If  
the Council did a preliminary assessment hearing, the Council would find out who was 
really interested. 
 
Whitcomb stated he is concerned that in a few years, the FAA will not be giving out the 
expected funding. 
 
Riddle asked if consensus of the Council was to move forward as to what stance 
should be taken and review in February. Karnowski suggested the March or April study 
session.  
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO DISCUSS THIS ISSUE FURTHER 
AT AN UPCOMING STUDY SESSION.  
 
Steinbrecher asked if input should be gathered from more than the Airport Advisory 
Board. Karnowski suggested he could ask Joe Dresel, the airport engineer, what could 
be done. 
 

3. Westling Hangar Update 
 
Karnowski reported Westling’s realtor advised the proposed buyer for the hangar  prop-
erty was unwilling to buy the building without first seeing the final layout of the lot and 
knowing exactly where the access points from both the street and from the hangar to 
the runway would be located. Subsequently, the city attorney (Dick Schieffer) contacted 
Westling’s attorney and discussed the matter with him.  
 
Schieffer explained the buyer wants an easement which the City cannot give. He stated 
rather than lose the opportunity to purchase the property from the Westlings, he rec-
ommended the City purchase the land and building and proceed to look for a buyer for 
the building. He stated the FAA also wants the City to show progress in solving the ac-
cess issue. 
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Mismash said the Public Works or Police Department could use the building until it 
could be sold. The building would suit either department for vehicle storage. 
 
Whitcomb asked if the building became a maintenance building, could FAA funds be 
used for the  purchase. Karnowski explained that $120,000 for a 40’ X 40’ maintenance 
shed is in the CIP for 2006. The Westling building is twice as big. He asked the engi-
neer and was told it was a long shot, but worth looking into. He stated if we solved this 
problem and the north end  hanger issue, maybe the FAA will let us trade the Kruse 
property access for the north end, leaving us with  two accesses. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO TAKE STAFF ADVICE AND APPROVE THE PUR-
CHASE OF THE WESTLING PROPERTY FOR $202,000. WHITCOMB SECONDED 
THE MOTION. 
 
Riddle asked if it  is decided to keep the building as a city structure used by the Police 
Department, if funding could come from their building fund. Steinbrecher stated he 
thought it would be better to keep as hanger purposes. 
 
Karnowski stated the lot has water and sewer available and it may not end up as a 
regular hangar, and may be used as some type of airport business. 
 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. EDA 
 
 1. Draft Minutes of December 21, 2006 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
C. Park Board 
 
 1. Draft Minutes of December 18, 2006 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
 2. Appointment of Board Member (Brian Dorr) 
 

Brian Dorr was present to express his interest in being reappointed to the Park Board. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPOINT BRIAN DORR TO THE PARK  BOARD FOR A THREE 
YEAR TERM EXPIRING 12-31-09. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON 
THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
D. Fire Advisory Board 
 
 1. Minutes of December 4, 2006 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
 2. Fire Department Year End Report 

The above report was reviewed. 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Communication from Kevin Gerrard 
 

Kevin Gerrard, 411 Rum River Drive North, asked to have Mark Karnowski, City Administra-
tor, Police Chief Dave Warneke, and Public Works Director Tom Mismash discharged from 
employment with the City for misuse of power and traffic tickets, and costing the city money. 
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Mayor Riddle asked if there were specific reasons. Gerrard explained he got a ticket and 
Warneke informed him to go  to the Council meeting. After talking with Warneke, he talked to 
Karnowski, who told him he had  nothing to do with the  ticket. Warneke also told him  he had 
nothing to do with the ticket. He is currently going to court for the ticket. He stated he has  not 
received answers regarding the  ticket. He has also talked to Mismash and has not had a sat-
isfactory answer. Gerrard stated he looked at West Branch Street, which is only about 18’ 
wide, and his road  is twice as wide. He stated he thought this might be personal, so he 
checked  around and found he was the only person who lived on 5th Street North who re-
ceived a ticket. He stated the car dealer has 5-6 vehicles on his boulevard. He continued to 
explain why he thought he should have four parking spaces and he is only allowed 2 inside 
the garage. He stated Warneke is misleading the Council in regards to this issue. 
 
Dobson stated he thought Warneke was referring to the extra cars taking up space that he 
could be using for his personal vehicle.  
 
Riddle asked why if he owns a whole city block is he  having problems parking. Gerrard an-
swered he is questioning that also since the City cannot show where the boulevard is. 
 
Mismash stated he looked for maps and found that they were probably made after the house 
was built since the garage is shown on the maps. 
 
Gerrard said Mismash  told him and his wife that they should “shut up and be  happy with 
what they have.” Mrs. Gerrard agreed and said Karnowski has said there is a survey but Jay 
Blake said there was not. Also Mismash said they were “nothing but problems.” Mismash ex-
plained  the map is a city map signed off by a city engineer showing dimensions and  bench 
marks. Gerrard stated he was also told by Mismash that the City had an agreement with 
Emma Laktorin (the former owner) to drain water into their yard. Mismash explained that no 
matter what answer they have been given, they are not satisfied. The Gerrards stated they 
have asked several questions and have not been given answers. Also, the County Engineer 
was supposed to be contacted but has not been. He stated the water draining into their house 
is a city problem. 
 
Riddle stated he understood from Jay Blake that he and the County Engineer looked over the 
problem and said they have determined that everything has been done that can be. He also 
said he thought there should be room to park in their yard.  
 
Mrs. Gerrard explained that their additional vehicles are on a separate lot, and asked if they 
can sell  them. 
 
Karnowski explained that there is no parking on a street right-of-way during certain times dur-
ing winter months. It is up to the owner to find room to park. 
 
Riddle explained that the Police Department is trying to enforce the ordinances evenly 
throughout the city and they cannot give special treatment to certain properties. 
 
Gerrard asked for answers for their water issue, stating no one is doing their job. 
 
Hallin stated Mismash was at their door with the best information he had.  
 
Karnowski explained when they wrote, the city and county engineers went to their property 
and they received letters. He thought the city engineer was working on a feasibility study as to 
what needed to be done and how it would be assessed back to the property owners. The City 
is attempting to enforce the winter parking ordinance evenly throughout the city. Written warn-
ings were given out for about two weeks before tickets were issued. 
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The Gerrards asked why other vehicles parking on the street do not get tickets. Riddle stated 
that occasionally someone gets missed. He encouraged the Gerrards to park in their garage 
and get a survey if they want to know the exact property lines. 
 
Karnowski  also explained that some nights the officers are short handed or busy with other 
calls and cannot catch every parking violation. 
 
Gerrard stated he feels like they are being attacked with the lies from the City. He stated they 
are trying to work with the City but the City is not working back. 
 
Karnowski stated we are working with the best information we have and if they do not believe 
the plat map, they should have their property surveyed. 
 
Dobson stated since Gerrard is going through court, the Council cannot do anything more.  
He stated his personal feeling is that he understands he has problems with city staff, other 
than Jay Blake. He stated that without hard evidence, the Council will not be terminating any 
city employee. 
 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Resolution #06-01, Council Bylaws 
 

Riddle suggested the Bylaws be changed to amend the study session be moved to 4:30 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-01, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING 
RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL OF PRINCETON, MILLE 
LACS COUNTY, MINNESOTA, WITH AMENDING THE STUDY SESSION START TIME TO 
4:30 P.M. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Resolution #07-02, Designating Official Newspaper 
 

DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-02, A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING 
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER FOR THE CITY OF PRINCETON. STEINBRECHER SECONDED 
THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANI-
MOUSLY. 
 

C. Resolution #07-03, Designating Authority to Approval Deposit Collateral 
 

WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-03, A RESOLUTION DESIGNAT-
ING AUTHORITY TO APPROVE DEPOSIT COLLATERAL. HALLIN SECONDED THE MO-
TION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

D. Resolution #07-04, Designation of Official Depositories 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-04, A RESOLUTION STATING THE 
DESIGNATION OF THE OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES FOR THE CITY OF PRINCETON, MIN-
NESOTA, IN 2007. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 
0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
E. Resolution #07-05, Accepting Improvements, 21st Avenue 
 

Karnowski explained the work is done on 21st Avenue North and the engineer recommends 
accepting the improvement. 
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WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-05, A RESOLUTION 
ACCEPTING IMPROVEMENTS 21ST AVENUE NORTH IMPROVEMENT PROJECT NO. 
2005-08. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

F. Ordinance #586, Fee-In-Lieu-Of Assessment 
 
Karnowski explained the new sewer and water lines located under the new city street located 
south of the new Coborn’s store (323rd) are designed so they will be able to supply services 
to the properties located south of the new street. Those properties all lie outside the city limits 
and are, therefore, unable to be assessed for the improvements in 323rd.  
 
He explained in this particular case, the developer installed the sewer and water lines at their 
expense. As part of the Developers Agreement, the City agreed to adopt what’s normally 
called a “fee-in-lieu of assessment” ordinance. The ordinance is designed to require payment 
of a fee which is not less than the normal assessment that would have been charged had the 
properties been assessable. In this case, the Developer’s Agreement stipulated what those 
fees will be collected by the City when the property owners to the south annex and hook up to 
city water and sewer and paid to Coborn’s as a reimbursement for the expenses incurred by 
Coborn’s. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #586, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
THE CITY OF PRINCETON CODE OF ORDINANCES BY ESTABLISHING A FEE IN LIEU 
OF ASSESSMENT POLICY FOR INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS. HALLIN SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
G. Ordinance #594, Fee Schedule Adjustment 
 

DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #594, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING EX-
HIBIT E, FEE SCHEDULE, OF THE PRINCETON CODE OF ORDINANCES. HALLIN SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. Public Safety Building RFP Update 
 

Karnowski reported a question and answer session was schedule on January 7th for compa-
nies who submitted an RFP. The date for submission of proposals is Friday, January 19th. 

 
B. EDA  Board 
 

Karnowski explained the Council did not reappoint Charles Snustead to the EDA Board. He 
stated he understood staff was to check with Don King to see if his attendance would ap-
prove. In checking with Mr. King, he stated his missing was because of work, but he has rear-
ranged his schedule so he would be in town on meeting nights. However, he again did not at-
tend this week’s meeting. In checking the EDA bylaws, a member is only allowed to miss 
three meetings in a year. He suggested the Council hold a hearing on February 8th. Dobson 
stated he thought the EDA Board was especially important because it deals with the devel-
opment of the city. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO DIRECT STAFF TO WRITE TO DON KING AND ASK FOR HIS RES-
IGNATION OR ADVISE IF HE WOULD LIKE A HEARING. DOBSON SECONDED THE MO-
TION.  ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Election of Acting Mayor 
 

DOBSON MOVED TO NOMINATE PAUL WHITCOMB AS ACTING MAYOR. HALLIN SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Name the Liquor Store Contest 
 

Karnowski reported a contest to name the new Liquor Store has been advertised. Names will 
be accepted until 5 p.m. on January 23rd. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS:   
 
A. Capitol Hill Update 
 

Hallin reported she and Dobson went to the Coalition of Greater MN Cities’ Legislative Action 
Day. She stated they  spoke to the City’s Senator and Representative regarding various  is-
sues important to the City. She stated they don’t think annexation will have a lot of changes, 
but some legislators would like to eliminate LGA. Dobson agreed that it was a very good 
meeting this year. Hallin joined the Coalition of Greater MN Cities Board. 

 
BILL LIST – $942,324.43 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECKS NUMBERING 56016-56023, 
FOR A TOTAL OF $127,706.75 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND 
GENERAL CITY BILL LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 56024-56130, FOR A TO-
TAL OF $814,617.68. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 
0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 8:55 P.M. DOBSON 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ann Bien 
Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 


