
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
JANUARY 10, 2008, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council 
members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle and Councilors Dick Dobson, Victoria Hallin, Lee 
Steinbrecher and Paul Whitcomb. Staff present was Mark Karnowski, Steve Jackson, Jay Blake, 
Brian Payne, Joe Backlund, and Ann Bien.  Also present was City Engineer Mike Nielson, WSB, 
and City Attorneys Dick Schieffer and Damien Toven. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWINGS ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA: 
 
Under New Business: 
A. Communication from Baldwin Township 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 27, 2007, AND 
STUDY SESSION OF JANUARY 3, 2008 
 
Dobson corrected the VFW # should be 806, not 680. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 
27, 2007, AND STUDY SESSION OF JANUARY 3, 2008, AS CORRECTED. WHITCOMB 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 1. Kevin Bell, dba Dollar Bell – Fireworks Display 
 2. Ducks Unlimited Mille Lacs Chapter – Raffle Permit on March 27, 2008, at Princeton 

Party House 
B. Personnel:  None 
C. Donations/Designations:  None 
 

STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. DOBSON SECONDED 
THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIM-
OUSLY. 

 
OPEN FORUM 
 
No one was present for Open Forum. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A. Airport Advisory Board 
 
 1. Draft Minutes of December 10, 2007 
 

Blake reported the City has received a preliminary plat for 175 homes in Baldwin Town-
ship. He stated the plat as presented at this time is not in the airport’s best interest. 
Karnowski explained this is basically the Jerry Smith property that was talked about be-
ing annexed into the city a couple of years ago. 
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B. Park Board 
 
 1. Interview for Board Member 
 

Ed Kingsley was present to express his interest in being reappointed to the Park and 
Recreation Advisory Board. He stated he enjoyed working with  the people and the var-
ious projects at the park.  
 
Stephanie Ketterl stated she was new to town and wanted to become active in the 
community. They plan on staying in the area and raising their children here. Stein-
brecher asked if she has served on any other boards and she answered no, not yet. 
Hallin asked if she had children in the school district and she stated she had two, and 
they spend a lot of time in the parks in the summer. Steinbrecher commented he was 
impressed with her resume. 
 
Steinbrecher stated he thought the City was trying to make changes to  the park system 
and thanked Mr. Kingsley for his past service, but thought it might be time to bring in 
new people with new ideas. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPOINT STEPHANIE KETTERL TO THE PARK AND 
RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD FOR A THREE YEAR TERM EXPIRING 12-31-
2010. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
C. EDA 
 1. Draft Minutes of December 20, 2007 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
D. Fire Advisory Board 
 1. Minutes of December 4, 2007 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
E. Public Utilities Commission 
 1. Minutes of November 28, 2007 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None  
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Resolution #06-01, Council Bylaws (Review) 
 

Karnowski reported no changes were made to the Council bylaws. The Council agreed no 
changes were necessary. 
 

B. Resolution #08-02, Designating Official Newspaper 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #08-02, A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING 
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER FOR THE CITY OF PRINCETON. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

C. Resolution #08-03, Designating Authority to Approval Deposit Collateral 
 

DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #08-03, A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING 
AUTHORITY TO APPROVE DEPOSIT COLLATERAL. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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D. Resolution #08-04, Designation of Official Depositories 
 

STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #08-04, A RESO-
LUTION STATING THE DESIGNATION OF THE OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES FOR THE CITY 
OF PRINCETON, MINNESOTA, IN 2008. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE 
VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
E. Resolution #08-05, Authorizing to Execute MN DOT Grant Agreement for Airport Main-

tenance and Operation 
 

STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #08-05, AUTHORIZATION TO EX-
ECUTE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT AGREEMENT FOR 
AIRPORT MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON 
THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
F. Ordinance #611, Parking Lot Surface Definitions 
 

Blake explained this ordinance was introduced at the December 27, 2007, meeting and de-
fines durable and dustless parking lot surfaces vs. hard parking lot surface. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #611, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY 
ORDINANCE #5389, CHAPTER II, DEFINITIONS. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
G. Ordinance #612, B-3 Highway Commercial Design Standards 
 

Blake explained this ordinance was introduced at the December 27,2 007, meeting.  It adds 
to, tightens up, and enhances highway business regulations. He reported comments were re-
ceived back generally in favor of the changes. The current buildings in Rivertown Crossing, 
which is zoned B-3 Highway Commercial, all have higher standards. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #612, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CITY ORDINANCE #538, CHAPTER V, ZONING DISTRICTS, B-3 HIGHWAY COMMER-
CIAL. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MO-
TION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
H. Ordinance #613, Fee Schedule Adjustment 
 

Karnowski explained Ordinance #613 makes adjustments to the current fee schedule. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #613, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING EXHI-
BIT E, FEE SCHEDULE OF THE PRINCETON CODE OF ORDINANCES. WHITCOMB 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. 2008 Goal Setting 
 

The Council submitted their rating list of 2008 priority projects. Staff will compile the informa-
tion and present it at the January 24th meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Election of Acting Mayor 
 

DOBSON MOVED TO ELECT PAUL WHITCOMB AS ACTING MAYOR. HALLIN SECOND-
ED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIM-
OUSLY. 

 
B. Communication from Baldwin Township 
 

Karnowski  reported  he received an e-mail from  Baldwin Township requesting a joint meet-
ing with the City Council to discuss automatic mutual aid. He suggested the Fire Chief, Assis-
tant Fire Chief, and Fire Captains have a better idea of the need for mutual aid from Baldwin 
Township and thought they should attend the meeting. He also suggested Fire Advisory 
Board Council liaison Paul Whitcomb attend the meeting. 
 
Dobson stated the League of MN Cities magazine has an article on mutual aid and he thinks 
the Council should make the decision. Karnowski said a recommendation would be brought to 
the Council for consideration. 
 
Steinbrecher asked if Princeton be called to every call in Baldwin Township. Karnowski stated 
the agreement can be set up in various ways for various types of fires. He stated automatic 
mutual aid does not preclude current mutual aid agreements. He also explained automatic 
mutual aid is done when there is concern the call will be a large fire. If the calls are not auto-
matic, another department will be called if needed, but there is a delayed arrival. 
 
Riddle stated he thought the Fire Advisory Board should be included since they will be af-
fected. Dobson asked the City Attorney to come up with an actual contract to address per-
sonal or equipment injuries. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Since there were quite a few students in the audience, Mayor Riddle asked them to contact City 
Hall if they and/or their parents would be interested in setting up the proposed skate park. 
 
BILL LIST – $985,860.07 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECK NUMBERING  58066 FOR A TOTAL OF 
$60,482.36 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL 
LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 58068-58150, FOR A TOTAL OF $925,378.34, AS 
SHOWN ON THE BILL LIST. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 7:35 P.M. DOBSON 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 

 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 


