
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
JANUARY 22, 2009, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council 
members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle and Councilors Paul Whitcomb, Dick Dobson, Victoria 
Hallin, and Lee Steinbrecher. Staff present was Mark Karnowski, Steve Jackson, Jay Blake, Brian 
Payne, Bob Gerold, Joe Backlund, and Ann Bien. Also present were City Attorneys Dick Schieffer 
and Damien Toven. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWING ITEM TO THE 
AGENDA: 
 
Under Miscellaneous: 
A. Pine Loft Liquor License 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 8, 2009 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 
8, 2009, AS WRITTEN. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 1. Dollar Bell – Cigarette License for 2009 
 2. Ducks Unlimited Mille Lacs Chapter – Raffle Permit on 04-02-09 at Party House 
B. Personnel 
 1. Police Department 
  a. Nicole Josephes, Increase after two years to $21.25/hr. eff. 02-04-09 
 2. Fire Department 
  a. John Wiedewitsch, retirement effective 01-17-09 
C. Donations/Designations:  None 
 

STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. DOBSON SECONDED 
THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIM-
OUSLY. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
OPEN FORUM 
 
No one was present for Open Forum. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
A. Annexation Request from KAW Parks LLP 
 

Blake informed the Council and public that currently KAW Parks LLP, aka Sherburne Country 
Mobile Home Park, has an onsite septic system. The MN Pollution Control Agency ( MPCA) 
is encouraging KAW to redo their effluent system or look to the City to solve their problem. Al-
though hooking up to the City’s system is very expensive, constructing their own system is al-
so expensive and would require on-going maintenance. Therefore, they have requested to be 
annexed into the City of Princeton. Blake reported staff is working on a Developers Agree-
ment with the owners. Once the property is annexed, a sewer trunk line could be started this 
spring and continue through the summer. He stated the City’s Police and Public Works De-
partments did not think there would be a significant burden to staff. 
 
The hearing was opened to the public for comment. 
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Mr. Mike Wadsworth, the owner of KAW Parks LLP, explained the park needs a new sewer 
system badly in order to stay in business. 
 
Bryan Lawrence, Chair of Baldwin Township, stated he opposes annexation of Township 
property into the City, although they do recognize the property owners’ rights and necessity. 
He stated in this instance, they have talked to Mr. Wadsworth and city staff about the necessi-
ty. He explained he came to request the Council take into consideration that the residents are 
currently township residents and it could become a burden to them if they are annexed. He 
also requested the City follow the reimbursement of taxes regulation. 
 
Jeff Holm, a member of the Baldwin Township Board, stated he wanted to reaffirm Law-
rence’s statements, He stated he was concerned  about the feasibility of cost for them to hook 
up and possible displacement of the trailer park if it comes unaffordable. 
 
Elaine Philippi, 31647 127th Street NW, Princeton, stated she has relatives with limited in-
come  living in the trailer court. She stated she wanted to know what the City is going to do 
about taxing the area and are the costs going to be passed on to the residents. She  also 
asked if the park was going to stay a park or is it the intent of the owner to sell it to a develop-
er. 
 
Mayor Riddle answered that we have not had discussions about tax rates and what property 
owner does with the property is not up to the Council. 
 
Wadsworth stated he  does not expect to do the improvements and not pass the cost on to 
the residents. He stated he plans to keep the park as a mobile home park. 
 
Lisa Wark, 11949 317th Avenue NW,  explained they have property adjoining  the park and 
stated they are concerned about their property being annexed. 
 
Riddle explained the City has not forced anyone to annex in the past and although the City’s 
comp plan shows expansion of the City, nothing has been initiated. 
 
Wark stated they understand the park is at capacity and asked if  they are planning to ex-
pand. 
 
Wadsworth stated they did not at this time, but he does not know what the future will bring. 
He stated they have 97 lots, with  87 full.  
 
Wark asked if they could expand further on the  property to the west or south. 
 
Wadsworth stated they could. They have 55 acres and they are only using about 25, but   
they have no current plans to expand. 
 
Philippi asked how soon tax implications would be known. 
 
Blake stated the City tax rate is higher, but we have not received the figures back from  the 
county. He stated the property owner will  probably pass at least some of his increase on 
through rent and we don’t know what the personal property tax will be. 
 
Hallin pointed out that the lot rent will probably increase either way – if they build their own fa-
cility or annex. 
 
Steinbrecher asked about the water situation at the park. 
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Wadsworth stated they currently have a 315’ deep well with good water at this  time. 
 
Steinbrecher asked if the PUC plans to run a water main along with the sewer line. 
 
Blake stated the PUC has not made a final commitment when water mains will be con-
structed. He stated it is likely to be a good conversation if economics makes it feasible to in-
stall at the same time as sewer. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING. HALLIN SECONDED THE 
HEARING. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #627, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
PRINCETON ANNEXING LAND OWNED BY MICHAEL WADSWORTH DBA KAW PARKS, 
LLP LOCATED IN THE TOWN OF BALDWIN, SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA TO 
THE CITY OF PRINCETON, SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA, PURSUANT TO MIN-
NESOTA STATUTE §414.033 SUBD 2(3) PERMITTING ANNEXATION BY ORDINANCE. 
WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MO-
TION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A. Princeton Area Visionary Committee 
 1. Minutes of December 8, 2008, and January 5, 2009 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Thank You from VFW and Auxiliary, and Civic Betterment Club 

The City received a thank you from the VFW and Auxiliary and Civic Betterment Club for its 
donation to the Gifts for Kids program. 

 
B. Invitation to Sheriff Bruce Anderson’s Retirement Celebration 

The Council and staff were invited to a retirement celebration for Sherburne County Sheriff 
Anderson on January 30th. 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Ordinance #625, Fee Schedule Adjustment 
 

Ordinance #625 makes adjustments to certain fees in the Cemetery, Police, and Sewer/ 
Water Departments. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #625, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING   EXHI-
BIT E, FEE SCHEDULE OF THE PRINCETON CODE OF ORDINANCES. DOBSON 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Ordinance #626, Criminal History Backgrounds 
 

Karnowski reported the State Auditor’s Office recommended the City’s ordinance regarding 
criminal history checks be “tweeked" to comply with State law. 

 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #626, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 250 – USE OF CRIMINAL HISTORY DATA AND CHAPTER 410 – LIQUOR LI-
CENSING REGULATIONS OF THE PRINCETON CODE OF ORDINANCES. DOBSON  
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SECONDED THE MOTION.  ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. 2009 Priorities 
 

Karnowski reviewed the compilation of the Council’s priorities for 2009. The top five projects 
were Wastewater Treatment Plant (23), Research Algae WWTP Option (23), Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program (22), Public Safety Building (22), and Airport Area Re-zoning (19). 

 
B. Neighborhood Stabilization Plan and Grant 
 

Blake reported staff has been working with Lakes and Pines Community Action Council to 
complete the grant request application for the Neighborhood Stabilization Program. He re-
ported a public meeting was held to disseminate information regarding the program. He 
stated it was the consensus of a preliminary group of staff, the mayor, and a couple members 
of the EDA to focus on core neighborhoods of the City, where many foreclosures are happen-
ing. The group recommended considering loans and grants for citizens to repair and improve 
these homes and acquisition of some properties to remodel or demolish. Down payment as-
sistance to people buying a foreclosed home is also allowed; however, the group felt it would 
be a better impact to help improve homes with this money and use other possible future grant 
monies for down payment assistance. 
 
Blake explained that Lakes and Pines  will  be doing a significant amount of administration, 
which can be paid for out of grant funds. The City can also retain funds for City administra-
tion. Also, if the City purchases and sells a property, the City can retain the money. The 
project must be completed within 18 months. 
only have 18 months to work on this project. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO AUTHORIZE STAFF TO SUBMIT A GRANT REQUEST APPLICA-
TION FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION PROGRAM. STEINBRECHER 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE PRINCETON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AU-
THORITY TO SERVE AS PRINCIPAL RESOURCE GROUP ON THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
STABILIZATION PROJECT. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: 
AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Blake reported the City’s grant application has been called out as the best application so far. 
Karnowski commended Blake for the amount of work he has already put into this project. 

 
C. City/School District Mark Park Use Agreement 
 

Karnowski informed the Council that he had just received the Facilities Use Agreement short-
ly before the Council’s packet was completed. The City Attorney had not yet had a chance to 
review it. He recommended the Council authorize the mayor to sign the agreement after City 
Attorney review and recommendation. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE FACILITIES USE AGREEMENT WITH PRINCETON 
SCHOOL DISTRICT IDS 477, PRINCETON SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION, AND PRINCETON 
JAYCEES, CONTINGENT UPON REVIEW BY THE CITY ATTORNEY. WHITCOMB 
SECONDED THE MOTION 
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Dobson asked about the sale of alcohol. Karnowski stated the Jaycees will also have to sign 
off on the agreement, so if they can request changes if they want. 
 
Steinbrecher asked if this agreement includes field maintenance for Solheim Field. Gerold 
answered yes, Dick Peterson will continue with his maintenance, as well as the City continu-
ing to mow and water. 
 
Steinbrecher pointed out that most play will be school and summer leagues, and the City will 
probably not maintain it to their standards. 
 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
D. USDA – Rural Development Loan/Grant Agreement 
 

Karnowski explained Resolution #09-05 accepts the USDA/Rural Development loan and 
grant and  acknowledges the City realizes the loan of approximately $15 million is a debt we 
have to pay back. Staff will present in March various options to pay back the loan. 

 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #09-05, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PRINCETON AUTHORIZING AND PROVIDING FOR THE IN-
CURRENCE OF INDEBTEDNESS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING A PORTION OF 
THE COST OF ACQUIRING, CONSTRUCTING, ENLARGING, IMPROVING, AND/OR EX-
TENDING ITS WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY TO SERVE AN AREA LAWFULLY 
WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION TO SERVE. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE 
VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Sherburne County Joint Powers Agreement 
 

Karnowski reported Police Chief Payne advised him that the proposed Joint Powers Agree-
ment with Sherburne County may not be needed. He recommended this item be tabled. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO TABLE THE JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT WITH SHERBURNE 
COUNTY. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 
0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. $4,254,663 G.O. Sanitary Sewer Revenue Bonds 
 

George Eilertson, of Northland Securities, reviewed that the City had received a 20 year Pub-
lic Facilities Authority loan in 1995 for sewer improvements. He recommended the City refin-
ance loan, which would result in an approximate $78,000 savings. The length of the loan 
would remain the same. He explained the City can now have State of MN bond rating put be-
hind it’s rating for sewer, water and storm projects. 
 
Steinbrecher asked if there would be additional savings if the City keeps the actual payment 
level but reduced the number of years. Eilertson stated he did not have an exact dollar figure, 
but thought the number of years could be reduced from 8 to 7. He stated nothing is being 
locked in this evening.  
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #09-07, A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR 
THE COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATED SALE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION SANITARY SEWER 
REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2009A, COVENANTING AND OBLIGATING THE 
CITY TO BE BOUND BY AND TO USE THE PROVISIONS OF MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 446A,086 TO GUARANTEE THE PAYMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL AND  
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INTEREST ON THE BONDS. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 
5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICE AGREE-
MENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF PRINCETON, MINNESOTA AND NORTHLAND 
SECURITIES, INC. DATED JANUARY 22, 2009. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON 
THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
C. Finance Department Fourth Quarter 2008 Update 
 

Jackson explained this update is like a preliminary review of the situation at the end of the 
year, although there are still many transfers to make. He pointed out the net revenue to ex-
penditures is at a deficit position, which is completely due to the cut in LGA in December . He 
stated the General Fund could, however, end up at break even or with only a slight deficit. 
 
He reported there has been a drastic reduction in revenue for Sewer Availability Charge as a 
result of slower than anticipated building activity. The major reason for the large net deficit in 
revenue to expenditures is the improvement project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  
 
Regarding the Liquor Fund, the actual sales amount fell below the adjusted budget level and 
is also below the 2007 sales figure. This is primarily due to the effects of the slowing econo-
my. Expenditures were only slightly above budget expectations and the year did end with a 
net income.  

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. Pine Loft Liquor License 
 

Karnowski reported the Pine Loft Supper Club has not paid the fee for their 2009 liquor li-
cense. He recommended the Council schedule a hearing to possibly suspend their license.  

 
HALLIN MOVED TO SCHEDULE A DUE PROCESS HEARING FOR PINE LOFT SUPPER 
CLUB REGARDING PAYMENT OF THEIR 2009 LIQUOR LICENSE FEE AND TO CON-
TACT THE PINE LOFT TO ADVISE OF THE HEARING. DOBSON SECONDED THE MO-
TION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
BILL LIST – $519,732.43 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECK NUMBERING 60095 FOR A TOTAL OF 
$90,236.89 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL 
LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 60096-60185, FOR A TOTAL OF $429,495.54 AS 
SHOWN ON THE BILL LIST. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 8:20 P.M. DOBSON 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 


