
 
 

MINUTES OF A STUDY SESSION OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL 
HELD ON JANUARY 4, 2007, AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Jeremy Riddle called the meeting to order. Council members present were Mayor Jer-
emy Riddle and Councilors Paul Whitcomb, Dick Dobson, Victoria Hallin, and Lee Steinbrecher. 
Staff present was Mark Karnowski, Steve Jackson, Jay Blake, and Ann Bien 
 
COUNCIL LIAISON SELECTIONS 
 
The Council reviewed the list of Board/Commission appointments. They discussed the HRA and 
what it could be and if it might want to be expanded. No decision was made. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE BOARD/COMMISSION LIAISON APPOINT-
MENTS: 
 Planning Commission   Lee Steinbrecher 
 Park Board     Dick Dobson 
 Airport Advisory Board   Dick Dobson 
 Public Utilities Commission  Dick Dobson 
 EDA      Paul Whitcomb, Victoria Hallin 
 Fire Advisory Board   Paul Whitcomb 
 Housing & Redevelopment Authority Dick Dobson 
 Tree Board     Dick Dobson 
 Cable Commission   Victoria Hallin 
 Mille Lacs Co. Historical Society  Jeremy Riddle 
 Library (P.A.L.S.)    Victoria Hallin 
 Chamber of Commerce   Lee Steinbrecher 
DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
2007 PRIORITY/GOALS DISCUSSION 
 
Karnowski explained he assigned points to the list of priorities that the Council ranked and has 
listed the priorities in order of their points. The top for each category was: Engineering - Storm-
water Management Plan and Wastewater Treatment Plant, each with 14 points; Parks & Trails – 
Riverside Park Improvements (14 pts.) and TH95/Rum River Drive Pedestrian Crossing (13 
pts.); and Other – Old Airport Property Acquisition and Web Site Development, each with 15 
points. 
 
Karnowski reported the Public Safety building Request for Proposals has been sent out and in-
terviews have been scheduled for Tuesday, January 9th, at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall. 
 
Blake reported Erin Johnson has volunteered to work on the City’s new web site. Erin will also 
work on a new web site for the EDA for a small fee. 
 
Karnowski reported that although the sidewalk to the new Coborn’s is not a priority, money is in 
the budget and Mismash feels it is important. Riddle agreed, stating a lot of people walk to the 
grocery store. 
 
Karnowski stated staff will work off the list. 
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INTERVIEWS 
 
1. Planning Commission 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE LEE STEINBRECHER AND DAVE THOMPSON TO THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION FOR THREE YEAR TERMS EXPIRING 12-31-09. DOBSON 
SECONDED THE MOTION.  

 
Steinbrecher and Thompson gave a brief history of their participation on the Commission. 
Thompson asked for the Council to consider requiring a PUC staff be on the Commission, 
stating it helps to know as soon as possible what construction is being considered. The 
Council agreed. 

 
Riddle suggested a board of City and PUC staff be developed. 

 
Karnowski stated the Council could probably make a policy to require a PUC staff mem-
ber, but it would probably be better to amend the ordinance. 

 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
2. EDA 
 

Paul Whitcomb, Charles Snustead, and Benjamin Hanson explained their interest in being 
appointed, with Snustead having accounting knowledge and Hanson having technology 
knowledge. Joan Quickstrom submitted an application but was not present. 

 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE PAUL WHITCOMB TO THE EDA AS THE COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR A SIX YEAR TERM EXPIRING 12-31-12. HALLIN SECONDED 
THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANI-
MOUSLY. 

 
The Council asked how technology vs. accounting knowledge played. Blake explained 
both are important, some technology issues will be coming up. Steinbrecher stated there 
are also others on the board with an accounting background and he liked the idea of hav-
ing someone with marketing background.  

 
STEINBRECHER MOVED  TO APPOINT BENJAMIN HANSON TO THE EDA FOR A SIX 
YEAR TERM EXPIRING 12-31-12. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE 
VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
3. Park Board 
 

Scott Suhsen and Mike Trunk explained their interest in being reappointed. Brian Dorr 
was not present. There was discussion about Dorr not making meetings. 

 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPOINT SCOTT SUHSEN AND MIKE TRUNK TO THE PARK 
AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD FOR THREE YEAR TERMS EXPIRING 12-31-
09. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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4. Airport 
 

Jeff Dotseth, Duane Kruse, and Eugene Stoeckel were present for interviews. 
 
Steinbrecher asked Dotseth about the crosswind runway and Dotseth stated he was in fa-
vor of the crosswind runway and extending the current runway to 5,000 ft. Dobson asked 
what was his priority and Dotseth replied he would respect the decision of the Board, and 
he feels grow is important to the community. 

 
Dobson asked Kruse his feeling on the crosswind runway. Kruse stated it would be a plus, 
it was a better idea than extending the runway, and he feels it is a safety issue. 

 
Stoeckel stated he was a Princeton Township Planning Commission ex-officio representa-
tive on the board, and he would like to see the airport flourish. 
 
Karnowski stated the Airport Board thought it was a good idea to have township reps be-
cause the airport zoning affects them. He stated Princeton Township now does their own 
zoning, instead of the county, and the airport zoning got lost in the transition. 

 
Stoeckel stated he thinks a crosswin runway would be viable, but does not know if it is a 
priority over extension. 
 
Dobson suggested appointing Dotseth and Kruse since  Stoeckel already attends the 
meetings. 

 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPOINT JEFF DOTSETH AND DUANE KRUSE TO THE AIR-
PORT ADVISORY BOARD FOR THREE YEAR TERMS EXPIRING 12-31-09. HALLIN 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CAR-
RIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
5. Public Utilities 
 

WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPOINT GEORGE FREICHELS TO THE PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION FOR A THREE YEAR TERM EXPIRING 12-31-09. STEINBRECHER 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CAR-
RIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
6. Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPOINT SANDRA PETERSON TO THE HOUSING AND REDE-
VELOPMENT AUTHORITY FOR A FIVE YEAR TERM EXPIRING 12-31-11. STEINBRE-
CHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
7. Cable Commission 
 

DOBSON MOVED TO APPOINT VICTORIA HALLIN TO THE CABLE COMMISSION. 
STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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AIRPORT PROPERTY DISCUSSION 
 
Karnowski explained that John and Shari Westling currently have their property located in the 
Industrial Park Third Addition for sale. This property abuts the airport and has access to the air-
port, which the FAA does not want allowed. To stay in the good graces of FAA, we have to 
solve this problem. Karnowski explained that if the City owns the property and it is designated 
airport, there is no longer an access issue. 
 
Karnowski is suggesting the City purchase the property for the asking $202,000 and then selling 
the building to the prospective buyer for $145,440 (72% of the value) and leasing the land to 
him. Steinbrecher asked if the buyer can be confirmed. Karnowski stated the purchase can be 
made as a contingency. 
 
Whitcomb asked how long it will take to get reimbursed from the FAA. Karnowski stated he got 
the impression it could take only about a year to amend the ALP. 
 
Steinbrecher asked if it made sense to also bring the Kruse property into the ALP so we are not 
duplicating efforts. Karnowski suggested if the FAA continues to push on the Kruse property. He 
stated other lots are owned by the EDA and may not all go to the airport. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF LOT 6, BLOCK 3, PRINCE-
TON INDUSTRIAL PARK 3RD ADDITION FROM THE WESTLINGS FOR $202,000 CONTIN-
GENT UPON CONFIRMING A BUYER FOR THE BUILDING FOR AT LEAST $145,440; AND 
AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN APPROPRIATE DOCU-
MENTS. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  
 
Whitcomb asked if the prospective buyer was aware of the access issue. Karnowski answered 
yes. 
 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
PHONE SYSTEM CONSIDERATION 
 
Jackson explained RFPs for a new telephone system were mailed to four companies and three 
were received back, with the low bid coming from Minco Technology Center out of St. Cloud. 
Staff met with the representative from Minco and is recommending approval of their proposal. A 
new telephone system is in the 2007 budget. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED  TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF VERTICAL COMDIAL TELE-
PHONE SYSTEM FROM MINCO TECHNOLOGY CENTER FOR $6,149.60. HALLIN SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, HALLIN MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 5:40 PM. STEINBRE-
CHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CAR-
RIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Ann Bien 
Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 


