
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
APRIL 12, 2007, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Acting Mayor Whitcomb called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Council members present were Councilors Dick Dobson, Victoria Hallin, Lee Steinbrecher, and  
Paul Whitcomb. Mayor Jeremy Riddle was absent. Staff present was Mark Karnowski, Steve Jack-
son, Jay Blake, Brian Payne, Bob Gerold, and Ann Bien. Also present was City Engineers Mike 
Nielson, WSB, and John Stodola, SEH, and City Attorneys Dick Schieffer and Damien Toven. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA: 
 
Under Ordinances and Resolutions: 
A. Resolution #07-17, Wastewater Treatment Plant Phosphorus Removal Modifications 
 
Under Miscellaneous: 
B. Visionary Committee 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  MARCH 22 AND STUDY SES-
SION/BOARDS OF REVIEW OF APRIL 5, 2007 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
MARCH 22, AND STUDY SESSION/BOARDS OF REVIEW OF APRIL 5, 2007, AS WRITTEN. 
DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CAR-
RIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 1. Princeton Lions Club – Raffle on June 10, 2007, at Jeff Hammer’s hanger at Airport 
 2. Princeton Lions Club – Raffle on Oct. 1, 2007, at Princeton Golf Course Club House 
 3. Church of St. Edward – Raffle on June 24, 2007, at 804 7th Avenue South 
B. Personnel 
 1. Public Works 
  a. Ryan Nelson, Compost Site Attendant, at $7.00/hr. effective 03-31-2007 
 2. Liquor Store 
  a. Mandy Kruse, resignation effective 04-02-07 
C. Donations/Designations:  None 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. STEINBRECHER SECONDED 
THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANI-
MOUSLY. 

 
OPEN FORUM 
 
No one was present for open forum. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None  
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A. Planning Commission 
 
 1. Draft Minutes of March 17, 2007 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
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 2. Purchase Agreement - Block 1, Lot 1, Aero Business Park (Steinbrecher) 
 

Steinbrecher stepped down from the Council table. 
 
Blake informed the Council Lee and Cheryl Steinbrecher purchased the corner lot of 
Aero Business park for the asking price, with an estimated closing date of July 20. He 
stated Steinbrecher has indicated he may also want to purchase additional lots. The 
City Attorney suggested a time frame be placed on building and the buyer was okay 
with 3 years. 
 
Schieffer added the City can do business with one of its members, but it  has to be 
done carefully.  He explained that since the business is the purchase of real estate, the 
Council can move forward, but there is a specialized procedure. The vote must be a 
unanimous vote; the councilmember purchasing the land cannot vote; the Council  
must pass a resolution setting out the essential facts such as the council member’s in-
terest in the contract, the property being purchased, the contract is at a fair price and 
other details; at the time the purchase price is paid, the abstaining Council Member 
must file an affidavit giving his name and office, a description of the property pur-
chased, the contract price, and the reasonable value, the nature of his interest in the 
property, and that to the best of his knowledge and belief, the contract price is a fair 
one. 
 

  Blake reported the EDA reviewed the sale and recommends approval. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH LEE AND 
CHERYL STEINBRECHER WITH THE NECESSARY CHANGES AND DIRECT 
STAFF TO PREPARE THE PROPER RESOLUTION AND BRING IT BACK TO THE 
COUNCIL FOR  APPROVAL; AND AT THE TIME OF CLOSING, THE REQUIRED  
AFFIDAVIT IS TO BE SIGNED. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: 
AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. EDA 
 1. Draft Minutes of March 15, 2007 
  The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
C. Park Board 
 1. Draft Minutes of March 26, 2007 
  The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
D. Public Utilities Commission 
 1. Minutes of January 24 and February 28, 2007 
  The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
E. Police Department School Resource Office 
 1. February Report 

The above report was reviewed. 
 

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Princeton Friends of Library – Request for Contribution 
 
 The Friends of the Library requested a donation of $1,000 for this summer reading program. 

Karnowski suggested the funds could come from the liquor store. Jackson reported last  
year’s donation was $600. 
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STEINBRECHER MOVED  TO GRANT THE REQUEST FROM THE FRIENDS OF THE LI-
BRARY FOR $1,000 FROM THE LIQUOR  STORE FOR THE SUMMER READING PRO-
GRAM. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MO-
TION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Communication from Representative Oberstar 
 

The City received a communication from Representative Oberstar regarding a forum to dis-
cuss our military community. 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. WWTP 
 
 John Stodola, the City’s engineer from SEH, reported five bids were opened yesterday re-

garding adding phosphorus removal equipment to the existing wastewater treatment plant. 
However, it was found that the low bidder, Gridor Construction, did not submit a required  
document by the PFA. When contacted, they admitted they just forgot to do it. Two options 
from the PFA were to throw out Gridor’s bid or  throw out all the bids. Stodola stated we  do 
not have  time to request bids again. The second low bidder is Municipal Builders. Stodola 
made reference calls and received very good reports. Therefore, he is recommending approv-
ing the bid from Municipal Builders for $1,644,200 contingent upon terms listed in the pro-
posed resolution.  
 
Steinbrecher asked where we get the additional funding besides the $500,000 grant. Jackson 
stated he has started talking with Northland Security to discuss temporary  financing. He 
stated the intent is to finance the entire project with PFA funding.  

 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-17, A RESOLUTION OF AC-
CEPTANCE AND INTENT REGARDING AWARDING THE WASTEWATER TREATMETN 
PLAN PHOSPHORUS REMOVAL MODIFICATIONS CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AND 
AWARDING THE BID TO MUNICIPAL BUILDERS FOR $1,644,200. DOBSON SECONDED 
THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANI-
MOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. 2nd Street / 10th Avenue South Project – Approval of Plans and Specs and Authorization 

to Advertise for Bids 
 

Mike Nielson, WSB, explained they are seeking authorization to advertise for bids for the 2nd 
Street South and 10th Avenue project. 

 
Karnowski explained the sidewalk on the north side of 2nd Street may not be included. How-
ever, Mismash said  it would be good  idea to do. Karnowski suggested adding the sidewalk 
as an alternative to see what it would cost. It may be good way to get the public to the histori-
cal society. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-16, A RESOLUTION AP-
PROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS. 
HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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B. Crosswind Update 
 

Karnowski reported John Peterson, Great Northern Land Company, has suggested the pros-
pects of the crosswind runway are doubtful and if that is correct, he would like to develop the 
portion of his property in Meadow View Estates that lies within the Airport Safety Zone. He is 
requesting a meeting to discuss the options. Karnowski suggested the Council’s study ses-
sion be moved to accommodate a meeting with Mr. Peterson and the Airport Advisory Board. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO MOVE THE MAY STUDY SESSION TO MONDAY, MAY 14, AT CITY 
HALL AT 5:30 P.M. AND INVITE THE AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD AND AIRPORT ENGI-
NEER TO ATTEND. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
C. ALP Update 
 

Karnowski reported  the Airport Advisory Board is recommending the City Council authorize 
the airport engineer to begin working on revising the Airport Layout Plan (ALP). One reason  
is to include the former Westling  property which the City purchase. This would quality the 
City to get the money back for the purchase. Another reason is to identify additional hangar 
development areas.  
 
DOBSON MOVED TO DIRECT THE AIRPORT ENGINEER PROVIDE AN ESTIMATE OF 
THE COST TO AMEND THE ALP PRIOR TO COUNCIL AUTHORIZATION BY NEXT 
COUNCIL MEETING. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS 
- 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Karnowski further reported Duane Kruse has contacted the City regarding his proposal to add 
on to his existing building to accommodate North Ambulance’s helicopter service to the area. 
Because of the FAA’s access issues, staff suggests that adding onto the existing structure 
would exacerbate the issues with the FAA. However, Kruse is willing to talk about selling his 
land to the City to have it become part of the airport. The Airport Advisory Board has directed 
staff to begin negotiations with Kruse and see what options may be available. Staff will be 
meeting with Kruse in the near future. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. 2007 Sealcoat Project 
 

Gerold reported the 2007 budget allows $100,000 for sealcoating and requested  authoriza-
tion to advertise for bids. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE $100,000 FOR SEALCOATING AND AUTHOR-
IZED ADVERTISING FOR BIDS. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ON THE VOTE: 
AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. Personnel Issues 
 

Karnowski reported two applications for the police chief position have been received. He rec-
ommended the Council appoint an interview committee, suggesting the County Sheriffs, the 
prosecuting attorney Damien Toven, two council members, a highway patrol officer, and him-
self. 
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WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED INTERVIEW COMMITTEE. HALLIN 
SECONDED THE MOTION. 
 
Steinbrecher informed the Council he received a phone call from a local highway patrol  offi-
cer who he thought had a preconceived idea of who should be hired. Steinbrecher was con-
cerned with having this person on the committee. 
 
Karnowski suggested the Council concur with number of people on the interview committee 
and they will take a look at the highway patrol  position, taking Steinbercher’s concerns into 
account. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED A FRIENDLY AMENDMENT TO HIS MOTION TO TAKE STEINBRE-
CHER’S CONCERNS INTO ACCOUNT. 
 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Karnowski stated he would like to get advertising for a police officer since the department will 
probably be losing one to the police chief or sergeant position. 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADVERTISE FOR A POLICE OFFICER. 
 
Karnowski reported Liquor Manager Campbell suggests we advertise for the Assistant Man-
ager position as approved in the 2007 budget.  
 
HALLIN MOVED TO AUTHORIZE ADVERTISING FOR AN ASSISTANT LIQUOR MAN-
AGER. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE  MOTION.  ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Visionary Committee Update 
 
 Dobson reported funds will be required to do the proposed trails. He stated the townships are 

on board for joint planning and they need to get someone from the city on that board. The first 
meeting is May 16th at 8 a.m. at the library. He stated this is just information tonight for the 
Council to think about and suggested it be added to next agenda. 
 

BILL LIST – $448,050.00 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECKS NUMBERING 56381 AND 56444-56452 FOR 
A TOTAL OF $263,918.03 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL 
CITY BILL LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 56453-56570, FOR A TOTAL OF 
$184,131.97 AS SHOWN ON THE BILL LIST. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON 
THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 7:45 P.M. HALLIN 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 4; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ann Bien 
Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 
 


