
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
MARCH 16, 2007, 3:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order. Council members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle 
and Councilors Dick Dobson, Lee Steinbrecher, and Paul Whitcomb. Councilor Victoria Hallin was 
absent. Staff present was Mark Karnowski and Ann Bien.  
 
ACCEPT CHIEF WARNEKE’S REQUEST FOR RETIREMENT 
 
Karnowski reported Chief Warneke submitted a letter of resignation effective March 31, 2007. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO ACCEPT CHIEF WARNEKE’S RESIGNATION WITH REGRET. 
WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
REVIEW OF POLICE CHIEF JOB DESCRIPTION 

 
The Council reviewed the current job description for Police Chief. Mayor Riddle and City Administra-
tor Karnowski recommend some slight changes. 
 
Karnowski explained when Warneke was  hired, a two year  degree was all that was required. He 
was unsure when that changed to Bachelors Degree. 
 
Riddle suggested removing “bachelor” and only require a degree. 
 
Officer Ryan VandenHeuvel stated he thought experience trumps a degree. Dobson agreed. 
 
No other changes were recommended. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO REMOVE “BACHELORS” DEGREE FROM THE JOB DESCRIPTION OF 
POLICE CHIEF AND ONLY REQUIRE A DEGREE IN LAW ENFORCEMENT OR RELATED FIE-
LD. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
DISCUSS REPLACEMENT PROCESS OPTIONS 

 
Karnowski  reviewed the two options for the Council to consider in replacing Chief Warneke. He ex-
plained one would be to advertise and another to promote from within the department. 
 
Dobson stated he liked the idea of hiring in-house because it may help in officer retention.  He 
stated the current officers are capable and we know them, an outside person may not be what we 
expect. He thought it would be good for morale. Whitcomb and Steinbrecher agreed. 
 
Officer Eric Minks stated an outside person may have a fresh look. He explained Big Lake promoted 
from within and the officer hired apparently had scores to settle with fellow officers.  
 
Karnowski explained a previous city council he had appointed a current officer as Acting Police 
Chief, called it a six month probationary period, and then appointed him chief.  He said it was diffi-
cult because he was friends with all of his fellow officers and it was hard to make a separation. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO HIRE A POLICE CHIEF BY POSTING IN-HOUSE. DOBSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION. 
 
The Council agreed to a 30 day posting and then interview. 
 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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CONSIDERATION OF INTERIM POLICE CHIEF 

 
Karnowski explained that as per the job description, the Sergeant’s position indicated that in the ab-
sence of the Chief, the Sergeant is responsible for the conduct, efficient, and discipline of the de-
partment.  
 
DOBSON MOVED TO  APPOINT SERGEANT BRIAN PAYNE ACTING CHIEF UNTIL A NEW PO-
LICE CHIEF IS HIRED. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
POLICE OFFICER VACANCY 

 
Karnowski explained that since the Council approved an in-house posting, the department will even-
tually be short one officer.  He asked if the council wanted to post an ad for a police officer. 
 
Steinbrecher asked if there was a list from the last hiring. Karnowski answered there were three that 
we were comfortable with, but unfortunately when the budget was approved, only one was avail-
able. He would like to check with chief to see if he would be comfortable with the list. Whitcomb 
thought if they were still interested, they could reapply. Dobson stated if we hire from outside, he 
would like to get input from the new chief.  
 
The Council agreed to hold off on posting 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 3:25 P.M. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ON 
THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ann Bien 
Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 
 

 


