
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Princeton Parks & Recreation Board 

Held on January 24, 2011, in the Chambers of City Hall 
 

Vice chairperson Blake Broding called the meeting to order at 6:32. Members present were: Bob Beattie, Blake Broding, 
Mary Chapman, Todd Frederick, Cheryl Goetz, Scott Suhsen and Carla Vita. Also present were Keith Kohler and Dick 
Dobson. NOTE: This is our first meeting without Mark Schneider who dedicated many years to the park board, 
most of those years as chairman, and who passed away this past December. 
 

Swearing in of new member: Mark Karnowski joined us briefly to swear in Bob Beattie. 
 

For the sake of our guest we moved to new business first: 
Jill, the daughter of Mark Schneider, joined us to discuss a memorial to Mark for his years of service to City of Princeton 
and most specifically the Princeton Park Board. We determined to put a bench near the splash park, exact location to 
be determined later but we discussed near the entrance to the splash park, possibly on the terrace (after it is rebuilt) 
between the splash park and the picnic shelter. Mark was always proud of the splash park and it is fitting to have a 
bench that overlooks the splash park in his honor. Kohler took the task to pull together catalogs with different benches 
for the Schneider family to look at. It was a consensus among the board members that regardless of what we chose, 
Mark would have wanted it to fit in with the scheme of the other benches and tables in the park. 
 

Jill also brought up putting something in Pioneer Park, probably another bench and since there are a couple there 
already, we will try to match those as well. There is an erosion control project planned for the entrance to that park so 
placement of that bench, location and timing will be coordinated with that project. 
 

We discussed how to properly identify the benches. It was felt that the carved name in the back of the bench like a lot of 
the benches we have would probably not fit. Given that, we discussed plaques and location, whether on the bench or in 
the concrete pad the benches are set into. Kohler will look into the options more. 
 

Minutes for November 22, 2010, Meeting 
Vita made a motion to approve the November 22, 2010, minutes. Frederick seconded the motion. There being no 
further discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Election of Officers 
Suhsen made a motion to nominate Broding for chairman. Goetz seconded the motion. Broding accepted the 
nomination. Broding nominated Frederick for vice chairman. Vita seconded the motion. Frederick accepted the 
nomination. Goetz nominated Suhsen for secretary, Frederick seconded the motion. Suhsen accepted the nomination. 
Broding asked for further discussion. There being no further discussion, a vote was taken to approve the motions for 
nomination. Motions passed unanimously. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Lind Property: 
Kohler reported that the Lind property purchase closed on January 20th for $56,000. There are a few title issues to be 
ironed out but nothing to void the purchase. The house will be vacated on February 10th at which point it will have to be 
winterized. It is in good enough shape to move and we hope to be able to sell it to move. Should that not happen it 
might be used as a practice building for our emergency personnel. 
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Mark Park: 
Dobson brought up that there is concern that Solheim Field continue to be run as well as it has been in past when Dick 
Peterson took care of it (he has resigned his position in that capacity). Dobson and Beattie reported that an organization 
has been formed to address the issues of continuing to operate the field successfully with little or no input from the park 
board or city employees. Jules Zimmer and Luther Dorr are heading the organization taking that responsibility. It was 
asked if they could present to the park board a report similar to how Leeanne Hartigan presented for the splash park. 
Their next meeting is February 1 at 4:30 at Steven's. 
 

Splash Park / Riverside Park / Rainbow Park: Nothing to report. 
 

Riebe Park: 
Dobson brought up that PAVC had discussed the grand opening of the disc golf course. It was suggested that fliers get 
handed out at the parade on the Thursday of Rum River Festival and the grand opening to be on that Saturday. 
Chapman brought up having the 5 k run either start or end there as a tie in. Frederick brought up that the Riebe family 
has additional money now for the large sign for the park. Beattie asked about the dog park and Suhsen and Dobson 
outlined the plans for this year with funding set aside for the fencing and water. Other amenities, like benches, would 
probably have to wait for this year. Kohler brought up a need for signs for no snowmobiling as that has been a bit of an 
issue. 
 

Pioneer Park: 
The erosion control project for the entrance area is planned for this summer and is tied to the reduced phosphorus 
project for the water treatment plant project. 
 

Riverview Park / Archery Range: 
Nothing to report; no more information from Bob Peters. Chapman will try to contact Peters. Suhsen asked if anyone 
had communicated to Peters the possibility of the archery range being part of the gun club property. That no one knows 
of, it hasn't been and so whoever communicates with Peters should bring that up and potentially save him the effort of 
working with the DNR on the flood plain issues.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business to report. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Master Gardener Tree Plot: Vita asked what was going on with the idea of master gardeners starting a tree plot for the 
city. She suggested if that was still going to occur, that perhaps boy scouts and / or cub scouts could help with that. 
Kohler was going to find out more about that. 
 

Funds and park dedication were brought up and there was some question as to how much money the park board has 
to work with, especially now with the purchase of the Lind property. There was a question as to when the park 
dedication from the development by the hospital would be available 
 

Chapman made a motion to give Broding the task to request a financial report for the park board. Goetz seconded the 
motion. There being no further discussion a vote was taken. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Adjournment 
There being no further discussion, Chapman made a motion to adjourn. Goetz seconded the motion. Motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:25. 
 

Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary 


