
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
NOVEMBER 8, 2007, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council 
members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle and Councilors Paul Whitcomb  and Lee Steinbrech-
er. Councilors Dick Dobson and Victoria Hallin were absent. Staff present was Mark Karnowski, 
Steve Jackson, Tom Mismash, Brian Payne, Jay Blake, and Ann Bien.  
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWING ITEM TO THE AGEN-
DA: 
 
Under Petitions, Requests, and Communications: 
A. Letter from MNDOT 
 
Under Unfinished Business: 
B. Christensen Land Sale 
 
Under Miscellaneous: 
A. Space Evaluation by SEH 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF OCTOBER 25, 2007 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF OC-
TOBER 25, 2007, AS WRITTEN. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 
3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Permits and Licenses:  None  
B. Personnel: None 
C. Donations 
 1. Princeton Used Clothing Center - $300 for Christmas Lighting 
 

WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. STEINBRECHER 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
OPEN FORUM 
 
No one was present for Open Forum. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None  
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES:  None 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Letter from MNDOT 
 

Karnowski reported the City received a letter from MNDOT regarding replacement of the 
TH95 bridge east of Rum River Drive. They are requesting local government input to discuss 
the scope of the project. It was agreed to discuss this at the January study session. 
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ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Ordinance #608, Signs 
 

Blake explained this ordinance was presented at the October 25, 2007, meeting and was be-
ing presented tonight for approval. He explained the amendment would allow internal illumi-
nations as part of a Planned Unit Development for a multi-family development if approved by 
the Planning Commission. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #608, AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CITY ORDINANCE #538, CHAPTER VII, SIGNS. STEINBRECHER SECOND-
ED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Resolution #07-62, Past Due Utility Accounts 
 

Karnowski  explained this is an annual resolution which gives the City authority to place past 
due utility billings on property taxes for collection in 2008. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-62, A RESOLUTION CERTI-
FYING PAST-DUE UTILITY BILLING TO THE MILLE LACS COUNTY AUDITOR AND THE 
SHERBURNE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR COLLECTION WITH THE 2008 PROPERTY TAX-
ES. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. 10th Avenue and 2nd Street South Assessments 
 
 Nielson reported he has looked at types of assessment reductions based on comments from 

the assessment hearing on October 25, 2007. Based on the argument that the street is wider 
than a normal street (47’ vs. 38’) (this argument was used on the 21st Avenue project), he de-
termined the cost reduction per front assessable foot could be $6.72. He also stated John 
Dehn’s request that the sewer assessment be deferred until he hooked up to the service was 
reasonable with certain conditions. He also suggested the assessments on the Mille Lacs 
County Historical Society be deferred, saying they can be recovered if/when the building is 
ever sold. Also, if the Historical Society can’t pay its taxes, the City may get the building back 
and it gave it to them to begin with.  
 
Whitcomb asked if the County would be willing to help. Riddle said he talked with Commis-
sioner Edmonds, who said they occasionally help with some funding, but he was not sure if 
they could help more. 
 
Steinbrecher asked if 10% was deferred now, could more be deferred later. City Attorney 
Schieffer answered no, the Council needs to make a decision tonight. Riddle asked if the City 
make a deferment with a condition that if they came up with money (state or federal funding) 
to remodel, could the assessments be included with a future major project.  He stated they 
are trying to get some federal restoration dollars. 
 
Steinbrecher asked if they do not pay taxes, would the assessment just lay there. Karnowski 
stated at some time it would go forfeit. Schieffer stated they do get a tax bill with the assess-
ment. 
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Karnowski suggested if the Council wants to wait, staff can meet with Edmonds and see if the 
County would pick up a portion. This would give more time to look at other options. Schieffer 
explained the deferment has to be based on some event. Karnowski suggested if the building 
burned and they did not decide to rebuild, the assessment could be collected when land is 
sold. Steinbrecher and Riddle thought they could maybe afford 10% and the rest would have 
to be deferred. Whitcomb asked how long is normally allow for assessments to be paid and 
Jackson answered usually 10-15 years. 
 

 IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO HAVE STAFF DETERMINE LANGUAGE 
TO DEFER THE  MILLE LACS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ASSESSMENTS, AND 
APPROVE THE DEHN DEFERMENT AND STREET ADJUSTMENTS. 

 
B. Purchase of Christensen Property 
 

Blake explained the purchase of the Christensen property at the north end of the airport 
(south of 1st Street) was approved by the Council at a previous meeting. The purchase 
agreement is presented tonight for Council review and consideration.  
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-63, A RESOLUTION AP-
PROVING THE PURCHASE OF PROPERTY FROM ELIZABETH R. CHRISTENSEN. 
WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MO-
TION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Draft TIF Plan 
 

Mr. Dick Aslesen, Northland Securities, explained he is working with staff on a redevelopment 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) plan be established for the former airport hangar area and 
nearby parcels. He reviewed the parcels to be included and explained only a portion of 24-
032-0800 will b e included in the district because a large portion is already included in a rede-
velopment project.  He stated this is a proposed “pay as you go” project,  meaning it is risk-
less to the City in paying back to the developer. He added major improvements have to be 
made within the first five years or lots are temporarily dropped from district. The public hear-
ing is proposed to be held on December 27, 2007. 
 
The Council asked questions regarding if the value is not as high as predicted, what happens  
if all three phases are not completed, if not enough taxes are collected, etc.  
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-64, A RESOLUTION CALLING 
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
NO. 1, THE PROPOSED ADOPTION OF A DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM RELATING THE-
RETO, THE PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT 
NO. 1-1 WITHIN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT NO. 1 AND THE PROPOSED ADOPTION OF 
A TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PLAN RELATING THERETO. STEINBRECHER 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 3; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
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B. Liquor Store/City Hall Decorations 
 

Karnowski reported Liquor Manager Campbell is working with  a local contractor for winter 
decorations at the liquor store and City Hall. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF OUTSIDE WINTER DECORA-
TIONS FOR THE LIQUOR STORE ($3,971,87 PLUS $1,024 FOR INSTALLATION, TAKE-
DOWN, AND STORAGE) AND CITY HALL ($1,564.55) FROM EXTERIOR GREENS, INC. 
STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. Site Evaluation 
 
 Karnowski reported a presentation regarding the proposed new Public Safety building bond-

ing request was made to the Senate Committee yesterday. 
 
BILL LIST – $251,468.28 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECKS NUMBERING 57615 AND 57701-57702 
FOR A TOTAL OF $86,664.36 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GEN-
ERAL CITY BILL LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 57703-57772, FOR A TOTAL OF 
$164,803.92 AS SHOWN ON THE BILL LIST. STEINBRECHER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON 
THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 8:05 P.M. WHIT-
COMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 3; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 
 
 


