
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 

MARCH 8, 2007, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

************************************************************************************************************* 
 Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council 
members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle and Councilors Victoria Hallin, Dick Dobson, and Paul 
Whitcomb. Councilor Lee Steinbrecher was absent. Staff present was Steve Jackson, Jay Blake, 
Dave Warneke, Tom Mismash, Jim Roxbury, and Ann Bien. Also present was City Attorney Dick 
Schieffer. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONCENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWING ITEM TO THE 
AGENDA: 
 
Under Reports of Officers, Boards and Commissions: 
A. EDA 
 2. Job Z Modification 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 22, 2007 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRU-
ARY 22, 2007, AS WRITTEN. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 1. Princeton Jaycees – On-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License for Princeton Speedway 
 2. Princeton Jaycees – On-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License for Mark Park Concession Stand 
B. Personnel 
 1. Public Works 
  a. Tim Jensen – Step 4 increase to $19.31/hr. effective 03-18-07 
  b. Mark Schneider – Step 2 increase to $14.74/hr. effective upon working 4,160 

hours (approximately 03-08-07) 
 2. Fire Department 
  a. James Artmann as Probationary Firefighter @ $9.00/hr. eff. 03-08-07 
  b. Jeremy Ostrander as Probationary Firefighter @ $9.00/hr. eff. 03-08-07 
  c. Nicholas Oswald as Probationary Firefighter @ $9.00/hr. eff. 03-08-07 
  d. Steven Lunderborg as Probationary Firefighter @ $9.00/hr. eff. 03-08-07 
C. Donations/Designations:  None 
 

HALLIN MOVE TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
OPEN FORUM 
 
No one was present for Open Forum. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A. EDA 
 
 1. Draft Minutes of February 15, 2007 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
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2. JOBZ Zone Relocation 
 
 Blake reviewed the City adopted a JOBZ zone agreement with the State of Minnesota 

and East Central Regional Development Commission in August, 2003. At that time ap-
proximately 24 acres of land were designated and “parked” on a parcel of land owned 
by the City west of the airport. The idea was to be able to move it to a location when a 
specific opportunity arose. 

 
The City has now received an application for economic assistance from a business en-
tering into a long term lease with USDP for a portion of the USDP Annex (1700 South 
12th Street).Water Works, LLC plans to move ten positions and add a minimum of five 
new jobs within the first year of resolution.  
 
The final terms of the JOBZ business subsidy agreement are being sent to the EDA for 
consideration and final action will be brought to the City Council once all of the condi-
tions are met. At that time the Council will be asked to consider and pass a resolution to 
relocate a portion of the JOBZ designation. No property taxes are to be waived. 
 
Riddle asked if the full 10 acres was needed or just the footprint of the building. Blake 
answered it will need the acreage, but USDP would be agreeable to allow a portion be 
moved to another  location. 
 
Dobson asked if the agreement should be in writing. Blake answered yes, it will be in 
writing. 
 
Hallin asked if this happens elsewhere and Blake replied yes,  it has been done in other 
cities. 

 
DOBSON MOVED TO AGREE TO AMEND THE EAST CENTRAL MINESOTA JOBZ 
ZONE, SUBZONE #22 MOVING APPROXIMATELY 10 ACRES FROM THE EXISTING 
ZONE LOCATION IN SECTION 32, TOWNSHIP 36 NORTH, RANGE 26 WEST, 
SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA, TO LOT 1, BLOCK 2, PRINCETON INDUS-
TRIAL PARK PLAT #2 FOR THE PURPOSES OF PROVIDING JOBZ ZONE BENE-
FITS TO WATER WORKS, LLC. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: 
AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Park Board 
 
 1. Draft Minutes of February 26, 2007 
  The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
C. PUC 
 
 1. Minutes of December 20, 2006 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Request from Chamber of Commerce 
 

Leann Hartigan was present to explain the Chamber’s request for street closing for the Rum 
River Festival parade on June 7th and the Rum River Festival 5K Run on June 9th, use of the 
west side of Riverside  Mall parking lot the Rum River Festival Arts & Craft Fair on June 9th, 
and their request for donations of $1,000 for the parade and $2,500 for Miss  Princeton to at-
tend the Minneapolis Aquatennial in June. 
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HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE STREET CLOSING FOR THE RUM RIVER FESTIVAL PA-
RADE ON JUNE 7TH AND THE RUM RIVER FESTIVAL 5K RUN ON JUNE 9TH, AND USE 
OF THE WEST SIDE OF RIVERSIDE  MALL PARKING LOT THE RUM RIVER FESTIVAL 
ARTS & CRAFT FAIR ON JUNE 9TH. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE 
VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE A DONATION OF $2,500 FOR MISS PRINCETON 
TO ATTEND THE MINNEAPOLIS AQUATENNIAL IN JUNE, 2007, AND $1,000 FOR THE 
RUM RIVER PARADE FROM THE LIQUOR STORE FUND. DOBSON SECONDED THE 
MOTION. 
 
Hallin asked if adjacent property owners were in favor of using Riverside Mall parking lot. 
Steinbrecher said they will be getting signatures from the business owners.. 
 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Ordinance #599, Interim Use Permits 
 

Blake explained this is the second review of this ordinance and stated the Planning Commis-
sion may recommend interim use permits replace conditional  use permits. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #599, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY 
ORDINANCE #538, ZONING RELATING TO INTERIM USE PERMITS, DEFINITINOS, AND 
PROCEDURES. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS 
- 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Resolution #07-10, Supporting Tri-County Regional Forensic Crime Lab 
 

Warneke explained there is a large backup in the processing of evident at the State level. 
Therefore, Sherburne, Wright, and Anoka Counties are proposing to construction a Regional 
Forensic Crime Laboratory at another County’s new Public Safety Facility. These three coun-
ties are growing and finding the need for a faster process. Sherburne County Bruce Anderson 
is asking the City of Princeton to support this project.  
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #07-10, A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING 
TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL FORENSIC CRIME LABORATORY. HALLIN SECONDED THE 
MOTION.  
 
Dobson asked if there would be cases where using this lab would not hold up in court. Schief-
fer replied the Minnesota BCA earned its reputation because it was the only one available. 
Now it appears they are over burdened and cannot do the job. A private company can set up 
a lab and as long as they have competent people and equipment, they would be accepted. 
 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. Planned Unit Development Agreement with Bell Haven Homes 
 

Schieffer explained this matter has been around for several months and although he is not 
familiar with this agreement, it is the standard Planned Unit Development agreement. 
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STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT AGREE-
MENT WITH BELL HAVEN HOMES. DOBSON  SECONDED  THE MOTION. ON THE 
VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Fire Department Handbook Change 
 

Whitcomb explained that one challenge of the Fire Department is finding enough firefighters 
to provide the necessary coverage during working hours (7 a.m. - 6 p.m.). He stated he rec-
ommended a few changes to the Fire Department handbook, including allowing firefighters 
who do not live within the standard response time to be member of our department provided 
they spend an average of 40 hours a week within the city, and their board agreed.  
 
DOBSON MOVED TO AMEND THE PRINCETON FIRE HANDBOOK TO PROVIDE THE 
HIRING OF A FIREFIGHTER WHO LIVES OUTSIDE THE STANDARD RESPONSE TIME, 
PROVIDED THEY SPEND AN AVERAGE OF 40 HOURS A WEEK WITHTHIN THE CITY.  
HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 
Steinbrecher asked  if there were other firefighters who have outside residence and would 
now qualify. Roxbury stated none that he knows of, but there have been others interested in 
applying but did not qualify. He stressed that this was not because of one  person, but this 
brought it to a head. 
 
ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

C. Public Safety Facility Feasibility Study 
 

Riddle reported an RFP was sent out and five firms were interviewed. The Committee rec-
ommends the hiring of SEH. 
 
WHITCOMB  MOVED TO HIRE SEH TO CONDUCT A FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE 
PROPOSED PUBLIC SAFETY FACILTY. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE 
VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Engineering RFP 
 

Blake explained this interest was in response to the meeting with PUC. He stated an RFP has 
been drafted, including the requirement to provide detailed billing to assist the City in its ef-
forts to bill developers and other users of the service.  
 
Dobson stated that a while back the Council moved to have one engineering firm and asked 
will we now have to withdraw that motion? He explained we were trying to make it easier for  
developers to only have to go to one engineer. 
 
Blake explained the idea behind this is to unify one engineer and the PUC was in agreement. 
He explained if we cannot come to terms, we do not have to change. This process will help 
determine if one engineer will fit for both the city and PUC. 
 
No action  was needed. 
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B. Emergency Management Siren Ordinance Study 
 

Blake explained the City’s emergency siren will not meet the future needs. He stated a num-
ber of cities are adopting ordinances where development will assist in paying for new siren 
systems that are needed as a result of the development. He stated the cost could be up to 
$16/acre to put up a siren.  
 
Roxbury explained they are looking at the initial start up cost of a siren and Blake is quoting 
the siren FEMA is anticipated to require. 
 
Riddle asked and Roxbury answered maintenance on existing sirens is low, sometimes a bat-
tery needs to be changed, and the electricity cost is low 
 
Council agreed this is a good requirement. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. Thank You to PUC 
 

Warneke stated he would like to thank the Public Utilities Commission for the use of their 
Suburban. He stated the vehicle was of great use. 
 
COUNCIL THANKED PUBLIC WORKS AND POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR THEIR EXTRA 
WORK THIS PAST WEEK AND WEEKEND. 

 
BILL LIST – $252,250.86 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECKS NUMBERING 56236-56237 AND 56303 FOR 
A TOTAL OF $60,850.23 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL 
CITY BILL LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 56304-56373, FOR A TOTALOF 
$191,400.63, AS LISTED ON THE BILL LIST. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE 
VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further  business, DOBSON MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 7:45 P.M. HALLIN SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANI-
MOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ann Bien 
Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 
 
 
 


