
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
DECEMBER 13, 2007, 6:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order. Council members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle and 
Councilors Dick Dobson, Victoria Hallin, Lee Steinbrecher and Paul Whitcomb. Staff present was 
Steve Jackson, Tom Mismash, Brian Payne, and Ann Bien.   
 
2008 BUDGET – TRUTH IN TAXATION HEARING 
 
Jackson gave an overview of the 2008 budget, stating there were no changes from the budget pre-
sented at the December 6th meeting. 

 
There was no one from the public present and no written comments were received. 
 
Jackson explained a subsequent hearing is required by state law and is scheduled for Thursday 
at 5:30 p.m. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING, DECLARE A CONTINUATION HEAR-
ING IS NOT NEEDED, AND SCHEDULE THE SUBSEQUENT HEARING FOR DECEMBER 20, 
2007, AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: 
AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
DECEMBER 13, 2007, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Riddle called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council 
members present were Mayor Jeremy Riddle and Councilors Dick Dobson, Victoria Hallin, Lee 
Steinbrecher and Paul Whitcomb. Staff present was Steve Jackson, Tom Mismash, Brian Payne, 
Joe Backlund, Jim Roxbury, and Ann Bien.  Also present was Mille  Lacs County Commissioner 
Jack Edmonds, City Attorney Damien Toven, and City Engineer Mike Nielson, WSB. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 
IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO ADD THE FOLLOWING ITEM TO THE AGEN-
DA: 
 
Under Miscellaneous: 
A. Drug Court Update 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 15 AND REGULAR 
MEETING OF NOVEMBER 29, 2007 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF NOVEM-
BER 15 AND REGULAR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 29, 2007, AS WRITTEN. HALLIN SECOND-
ED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. Permits and Licenses 
 
 1. Liquor and Cigarette Licenses 

 
ON-SALE INTOXICATING LIQUOR 
Northern Attitudes 
 
SUNDAY LIQUOR 
Northern Attitudes 
 
ON-SALE 3.2 MALT LIQUOR 
Moose Lodge 
 
OFF-SALE 3.2 MALT LIQUOR 
SuperAmerica 
Holiday Stationstore 
Pamida 
Coborn’s 

CIGARETTE 
 
Northern Attitudes 
Speedway SuperAmerica 
Holiday Stationstore 
Casey’s General Store – North 
Casey’s General Store – South 
Circle 9 Conoco 
Coborn’s 
Hofman Oil Co. Stationstore 
 
 

  
B. Personnel 
 
 1. Police Department 
  a. Joseph Backlund – termination of 6 month probation, increase to $24.23/hr. ef-

fective 12-19-07 
  b. Thomas O’Donnell – annual increase after 7 years to $23.23/hr. effective  01-01-

08 
 2. Planning/Zoning 
  a. Mary Lou DeWitt – Step 3 increase to $17.97/hr. effective 01-01-08 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. DOBSON SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

  
OPEN FORUM 
 
Duane Kruse explained he was the owner of a hangar in the Industrial Park Third Addition and 
asked for a response from the Council as to what the City is going to do with the purchase of his 
land. He explained the City has talked to him in the past about the purchase and he has not heard 
anything for quite a while. He stated he would also like to address a few issues with the airport CIP. 
He explained the City purchased the Westling property for  approximately $240,000. It is bothering 
him that R. W. Builders has already purchased and paid for the building and now the City is trying to 
get reimbursed the full amount from the FAA when only about $56,000 for the land should be reim-
bursed to the City. 
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Mayor Riddle  explained the Council  will take his points into consideration, but no action is usually 
taken with Open Forum. 
 
Kruse stated he would like some movement on the purchase of his property because he would like 
to sell it and cannot until the City makes a decision. Riddle answered he understands his frustration, 
but he knows that Kruse has received an update recently from Karnowski regarding the appraisal. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
A. 2008 Budget – Truth In Taxation Hearing 

This item was conducted at 6:00 p.m. this date. 
  

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
A.  Planning Commission 
 1. Draft Minutes of November 19, 2007 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
B. EDA 
 1. Draft Minutes of November 15, 2007 

The above minutes were reviewed. 
 
 2. Resignation of Sarah Lund effective 12-30-07 

 
Blake explained Lund has accepted a job in Cambridge and will be spending more time 
with that city and has therefore submitted her resignation. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF SARAH LUND EF-
FECTIVE 12-30-07. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Dobson thanked Lund for her time and energy she has put into the EDA. 

 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None  
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Ordinance #609, Regarding Commercially Licensed Greenhouses 
 

Blake explained this is the second reading of Ordinance #609 which will allow seasonal 
commercially licensed greenhouses with conditions in the R-3 residential district. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #609, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CITY ORDINANCE $538, CHAPTER V, ZONING DISTRICTS. HALLIN SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Ordinance #610, Social Hosting 
 

Jackson explained Karnowski discussed this type of ordinance with the Council at their study 
session and the ordinance is presented for a first reading. Toven explained several cities are 
adopting this type of ordinance to crack down on underage drinking at private parties and 
recommended its approval. 
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Riddle asked if this would be the first criminal ordinance the City has adopted. Toven ex-
plained that any violation of any City ordinance is a misdemeanor. 
 
Police Chief Payne stated he also supported the adoption of this ordinance. 
 
Dobson asked about the host not being required to be present, stating he was concerned with 
parents gone for the weekend and being responsible for what happens when they are not in 
control. He stated he would like different wording. Toven explained the issue would come 
down to enforcement and suggested the wording be kept in, but certain situations could be 
considered. 
 
Riddle asked if a definition of “allow” could be included. Payne explained it would be up to the 
Police Department to determine if an absent parent “allowed” a party. 
 
Dobson also asked if the city attorney has discretion to prosecute the case and Toven ans-
wered yes. Dobson asked staff to sit down with the police chief, mayor, and city attorney to 
review the wording and make changes for the average person to understand and leave it 
open for discretion. 
 
Steinbrecher thought it would be okay, but did not want to take the “teeth”  out of the ordin-
ance. 
 
Riddle asked for clarification that this is not an ordinance that the County already would pros-
ecute and Toven answered to the best of his knowledge, the County would not prosecute this 
type of case and the City would not be taking away their work. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #610, AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING 
AND ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR ANY PERSON HOSTING AN EVENT OR GATHER-
ING WHERE ALCOHOL IS PRESENT AND BEING POSSESSED OR CONSUMED BY 
PERSONS UNDER TWENTY-ONE (21) YEARS OF AGE, WITH THE IDEA OF  SOME 
WORDAGE CHANGES. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; 
NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. Initiative Foundation Parks and Trail Planning Grant 
 

Blake reported the City on behalf of the Princeton Area Visionary Committee was awarded a 
$5,000 grant for professional services and design work for the parks and trails planning ef-
forts. RLK Incorporated has submitted a proposal for this work for the cost of $4,995 and the 
Visionary Committee recommends approval.  
 
Blake further explained there will be three public meetings to develop a broader base of sup-
port for the project as it moves forward. The goal is to have a public  hearing at the end of 
March or beginning of April after the business expo. The Visionary Committee has agreed to 
pay all additional expenses. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH RLK INCORPORATED FOR 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE PROPOSED PRINCETON AREA ENHANCEMENT 
MASTER PLANNING PROCESS FOR A COST NOT TO EXCEED $4,995, WITH VISIO-
NARY COMMITTEE PAYING ANY AND ALL  ADDITIONAL EXPENSES. HALLIN 
SECONDED THE MOTION.  
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Blake had informed the Council stake holders in the project includes Princeton Park Board, 
MnDNR, MnDOT, and the Mille Lacs County Highway Department. Dobson asked if Sher-
burne County should also be included since part of our trails will be hooking up with theirs. 
Blake agreed and added Isanti County has also offered staff time. 
 
ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Police Department Purchase of Digital Recording Equipment 
 

Police Chief Payne explained the 2007 budget included funds to purchase digital recording 
equipment for each officer and transcription equipment for both clerical staff, and a digital 
camera for the Police Department. He received a price quote for the digital recording equip-
ment and was advised there was an additional charge for installation and training, which he 
had not included in the budget. Therefore, he requested the funds allotted for the digital cam-
era be used for the installation and training on the recording equipment. 
 
STEINBRECHER MOVED TO APPROVE USING FUNDS DESIGNATED FOR THE PUR-
CHASE OF A DIGITAL CAMERA FOR THE PURCHASE OF DIGITAL RECORDING 
EQUIPMENT, TRANSCRIPTION EQUIPMENT, AND INSTALLATION AND TRAINING FOR 
SUCH EQUIPMENT AS REQUESTED BY THE POLICE CHIEF. DOBSON SECONDED THE 
MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. 2008 Airport CIP 
 

Edmonds stated he thinks Kruse makes a good point with his land purchase concern, but ex-
plained the CIP does not necessarily reflect firm figures. He stated the “through the fence” 
problems need to be fixed and once that is done, he feels the hangar area needs to be ad-
dressed.  
 
Steinbrecher asked if the Kruse hangar is the only one in violation and Edmonds answered 
yes, the north end hangars have access to an entrance to the airport. 
 
Dobson added the CIP can change from year to year and approval does not lock it in. Ed-
monds agreed, stating it is reviewed and tweaked each year. There is a specific amount that 
has to be spent every three years.  
 
Steinbrecher asked where the City’s funds come from and Jackson stated that in the past it 
has usually been funded through liquor transfers. 
 
Edmonds reported the Airport Board reviewed the CIP at their past Monday meeting, and re-
commends its approval. Jackson added the amounts are estimates and the City will only be 
reimbursed for what is purchased. 
 
The Council agreed the figures will wash out and the CIP can be approved as presented. 
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE 2008 CIP FOR THE PRINCETON MUNICIPAL 
AIRPORT. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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C. Fire Department Elections 
 

Roxbury reported the department elected two new captains – Jason Baumunk and Ron Law-
rence. He explained that on even years, elections are held for the Fire Chief, Assistant Chief, 
and two of the four captains; on odd years, elections are held for the other two captains. 
 
DOBSON MOVED TO CONCUR WITH THE FIRE DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
AND APPOINT JASON BAUMUNK AND RON LAWRENCE AS CAPTAINS. STEINBRECH-
ER SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES – 5; NAYS – 0. THE MOTION CAR-
RIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
D. Auditor Selection Recommendation 
 

Jackson reported the City received two excellent  proposals in response to its Request for 
Proposals to provide auditing services. He explained that since both proposals were from 
respected firms, the tie break was cost. He recommended approval of the proposal from 
Kern, DeWenter, Viere, Ltd., who are the current auditors. 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE  PROPOSAL FOR AUDITING SERVICES FROM 
KERN, DEWENTER, VIERE, LTD. AND ENTER INTO AN ENGAGEMENT LETTER FOR 
THE 2007 AUDIT. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. Drug Court Update 
 

Payne reported he attended the informational meeting regarding the establishment of a drug 
court in Mille Lacs County. He stated it was very educational and thought the program was a  
good idea, stating it is very effective in other counties. He stated the only downfall is that the 
case load increases in the first year, but then drops. He stated Judge Steve Anderson is also 
excited about this concept. Another meeting will be held in the near future. 

 
BILL LIST – $316,695.17 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE MANUAL CHECKS NUMBERING 57885-57896 FOR A TOTAL OF 
$182,598.97 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL 
LIST, WHICH WILL BE CHECKS NUMBERING 57897-57974, FOR A TOTAL OF $134,096.20 AS 
SHOWN ON THE BILL LIST. WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION., ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; 
NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
There being no further business, STEINBRECHER MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 8:05 P.M. DOBSON 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE VOTE: AYES - 5; NAYS - 0. THE MOTION CARRIED UN-
ANIMOUSLY. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
Ann Bien, Deputy City Clerk 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 


