
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY BOARD 
HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON JANUARY 3, 2012, AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL 

****************************************************************************** 
1.   Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Those in atten-
dance included: 
 

Members present:       Staff present:  
Paul Whitcomb, Chair  City  of Princeton  Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D. 

Gene Stoeckel                        Princeton Twsp.  Mark Karnowski, City Admin.  
Stephen L. Dolin  Greenbush Twsp. 
Cathy Lundeen  Wyanett Twsp.  Visitor:  
Roger Nelson    Blue Hill Twsp.  Tom Lundeen 
   

- - - Special Order Of Business – Annual Elections - - - 
 

The Chair, Whitcomb opened nominations for Fire Advisory Board Chair for 2012.  
 

NELSON MOVED TO RE-ELECT WHITCOMB AS FAB CHAIR FOR 2012.  THE NOMINATION 
WAS SECONDED BY LUNDEEN.  THERE WERE NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS.   ALL IN 
FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Whitcomb opened nominations for FAB Vice-Chair for 2012.  
 

NELSON MOVED TO RE-ELECT DOLIN AS FAB VICE-CHAIR FOR 2010.  STOECKEL 
SECONDED THE MOTION.  THERE WERE NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS.   ALL IN FAVOR, 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Whitcomb opened nominations for FAB Secretary for 2012.  
 

NELSON MOVED TO RE-ELECT LUNDEEN AS FAB SECRETARY FOR 2011.  DOLIN 
SECONDED THE MOTION.  THERE WERE NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS.   ALL IN FAVOR, 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
2.  Review/Consideration of September December 6, 2011 Minutes 
 

It was noted that, in a couple of places, the starting time of the meeting (6:30) was not correct 
and needed to be fixed.  STOECKEL MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 
6, 2011 AS PRESENTED WITH THE STARTING TIME CORRECTED.  DOLIN SECONDED 
THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
3.  Agenda Additions/Deletions – None 
 
4.  Reports: 
 

 A.  Run Reports – The Fire Run Reports for 2011 were reviewed by the membership 
and discussed.   The report included a list of the fire runs, a map of the locations and a synopsis 
of the response times.  Roxbury noted that there were 244 total calls (although some were can-
celled).  There were more calls in Blue Hill Township than normal but the averaging of those 
calculations in the billing should temper the effect of that number of calls on their bill.  There was 
a wide range of calls from airplane crashes to dog rescues.  They had a 15 member average 
response – which is up from last year.  The average overall response time was 8 minutes…but 
that average includes mutual aid calls far out of town like to Izatys, etc.  
 
 B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury 
Roxbury reported that the PFRD was doing 800 MHz training that evening.  The meeting with 
North Memorial regarding their use of the 800 MHz system was held and things appear to now 
be working better.   
 

The PFRD will participate in EMT and First Responder training next month.  He noted that some  
FireAct grant awards have been announced – including an inordinate amount of fire trucks cost-
ing in the hundreds of thousands of dollars.   
 



 Fire Advisory Board Minutes 
January 3, 2012 
Page 2 of 3 
 
The PFRD has heard nothing yet on our grant…which is good news.  The department is still 
working on organizing a SAFER grant to submit.   
 

Roxbury advised that he recently learned about a DNR grant program to retrofit used equipment 
(like our new tanker).  The grant would pay 50% of the costs (up to $5,000).  The program 
doesn’t begin until this fall, but he’s checking to see if a grant could be retroactive and allow the 
PFRD to do the necessary work on the tanker and get reimbursed.  
 

Roxbury noted that the PFRD got a $150 contribution from a Bogus Brook resident who gives 
annually and is grateful for a previous “save” by the department.   He also said that an Anoka 
Snowmobile Club contacted him about making a significant donation ($750-800) for another ice 
suit. 
 

Roxbury also advised that both the ladder and aerial tests were conducted and all equipment 
passed.  
 
Results of the PFRD’s Annual meeting.  
 

The board was advised the PFRD membership held their annual elections last month and voted 
to recommend the following slate to the Council: 

 

Captain:   Jason Baumunk 
Captain:   Joshua Vaccari 
 

The Board was advised that the City Council concurred with the recommendations of the PFRD 
and appointed those members as recommended for a 2-year term.   Roxbury noted that Vaccari  
is a new captain and replaced Ron Lawrence.  The other Leadership positions are.  
 

Fire Chief:   Jim Roxbury 
Asst. Fire Chief:   Doug Larson 

Captain:   Randy Cook 
Captain:   Troy Thompson 

 
5.  Old Business  
 

 A.  Wyanett Sub-Station Tanker 
 

The Chief advised that the City Council concurred with the recommendation of the FAB and 
agreed to acquire the 1989 Navistar International from the DNR to replace the older unit sta-
tioned at the Wyanett sub-station.  There was a change from the acquisition process discussed 
at the FAB’s December meeting in that the city will now own the truck rather than lease it.  
There is no additional cost to do that. 
 

Roxbury thanked Tom Lundeen who trailered the old unit up to Little Falls and returned with the 
newer unit. 
 
6.  New Business - None 
 
7.  Next Meeting(s) & Agenda 
 
The next regular meeting was scheduled for February 7, 2012, at 7:00 P.M., but it was noted 
that night is also political caucus night in Minnesota and that public meeting are prohibited in 
order to encourage participation in the caucus process. 
 
The Board decided to tentatively cancel the meeting unless something critical comes up be-
tween now and that date.  
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It was noted that the next meeting, therefore, will be the annual meeting on Tuesday, March 6th 
at 7 PM at the Fire Station.  The members are encouraged to have their other board members 
attend.  
 
8.  Adjourn 
 
There being no further business: 
 
NELSON MOVED TO ADJOURN.  DOLIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL VOTED IN FA-
VOR.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 7:35 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Mark Karnowski, 
City Admin. 


