
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD 
HELD ON FEBRUARY 2,  2015, AT 5:30 P.M., AT THE AIRPORT A/D BUILDING 

 

******************************************************************* 
 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

The Chair, Gene Stoeckel, called the meeting to order at 5:33 P.M.  Other members present 
included Jim Ferlaak, Jeff Dotseth and Duane Kruse.  Members absent: Joe Glenn (emailed to 
say he was unavailable). Others present: Airport Engineer Shawn McMahon, City Council Liai-
son Thom Walker, City Administrator/Airport Manager Mark Karnowski, Sherburne County 
Commission Rachel Leonard and Rick Hofmann.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all 
present.  
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS: Hofmann said he had a few updates to share..  Without 
objection, that item was added to the agenda. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

DOTSETH MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 5, 2015 MEETING AS 
PRESENTED.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY FERLAAK.  THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

 
A. Updated 2014 CIP  

 

Taxilane Project: McMahon advised that there was nothing new to report on the Taxilane pro-
ject.  The ‘birdbath’ issue could will be addressed in the spring.   
 

Master Plan: McMahon advised that the master plan surveys were being mailed out to the pi-
lots, hangar owners and business users of our airport.  They obtained addresses for some of 
the survey recipients from the flight plans that were filed with the FAA.  They’re also working on 
putting together an inventory of the airport’s existing facilities.  They will then do forecasting to 
project what the demand on the airport will be in 15-20 years to determine what the airport’s fu-
ture infrastructure needs will be.    McMahon handed out surveys to those present and asked 
them to note take offs and landings they witness.  He also said that Nowicki will want to meet 
with the focus/advisory group to discuss the inventory information.  It was suggested that the 
members of the group meet one hour before the March 2nd meeting (at 4:30).   
 

Dotseth asked if the plan indicated there would be more airport use in the future if that would 
result in Princeton getting more Federal funding.  McMahon said the funding would not be af-
fected.  
 

B. Grant Funding Discussion 

 
As requested at the January meeting, there was a discussion about the use of FAA funds for 
various airport projects including runway maintenance, site prep for the new hangar area and 
possible land acquisition (Kruse Property). 
 
McMahon reviewed the newest (6/10/2014) Pavement Maintenance Report done by MnDOT 
and noted that the runway servicing the Kruse property isn’t on the report primarily because it 
only services one property but it will be added by SEH. 
 
Ferlaak noted that the new pavement in the tie down area, specifically by the fuel facility is low 
and holds water (which freezes and becomes a hazard).  McMahon said that when the crews 
come in to fix the new taxilane issues in the spring they can also fix that problem as well.   
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Hofmann suggested that the city add a container of salt-sand by the fuel facility to address the 
issue until it gets fixed.  He also noted that the beacon is making noise again and should be 
looked at.   
 
Regarding the main runway, McMahon said that the condition is such that it can be maintained 
rather than rebuilt at this point.  He reviewed the MnDOT recommendations in the study with the 
Board.  McMahon estimated that it would cost $50,000-$60,000 to do a route and seal.  That 
maintenance should prolong the life of the strip by 3 years or so (to approximately 2022). 
 
The consensus of the Board was to take care of the existing assets before starting on a new 
hangar area, etc.  Toward that end, McMahon said he’d check on the cost of a chip seal for the 
runway.  The order of projects would be: 1. Crack Sealing, 2. Chip Sea ling and, if there wasn’t 
enough money for chip sealing, then working on the new hangar area. 
 
As far as the new grant is concerned, the pre-application is in and the air space evaluation is 
due by February 15th and will be submitted.  The actual grant submittal needs to be done by 
June 26th.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 

A. Runway Maintenance 
 

Hofmann noted that there were runway light issues again and that the faulty light was bypassed 
and is working again. 
 
MANAGERS REPORT: 
 

Fuel Sales – Karnowski handed out the January fuel report. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS:  None.   

 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 

There being no further business: 
 

DOTSETH MOVED TO ADJOURN.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY FERLAAK.  MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:47 PM. 
 
         Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
        Mark Karnowski,  

City Admin/Airport Mgr. 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Gene Stoeckel, Chair 
 


