
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY BOARD  
HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON MARCH 1, 2011 AT THE PRINCETON FIRE STATION 

 

****************************************************************************** 
 

1.  Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M.  Those in atten-
dance included: 
 
Members present:      Others present: 
Paul Whitcomb, Chair  City of Princeton  Troy Thompson, Pres. Relief Assoc. 
Gene Stoeckel  Princeton Twsp.  Brad Hodgson, Treas. Relief Assoc. 
Stephen L. Dolin  Greenbush Twsp.  Ron Lawrence, P.F.R.D. 
Cathy Lundeen  Wyanett Twsp.  Chris Wilke, P.F.R.D. 
Bill Andresen   Blue Hill Twsp.  Randy Cook, P.F.R.D. 
John Roxbury   Princeton Twsp.  Doug Larsen, Asst. Chief P.F.R.D. 
 

Staff present: 
Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D. 
Mary Lou DeWitt, Secretary 
 
2.  Review/Consideration of February 1, 2011 Minutes 
DOLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 1, 2011, AS PRESENTED.  
ANDRESEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIM-
OUSLY. 
 
3.  Agenda Additions/Deletions - None 
 
4.  Reports 
 

A.  Run Reports – The individual reports will be mailed out to the Townships.   
 

B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury 
 
1. Monticello Relocation Update 

The contract for 2012 and 2013 for the Relocation Program with Monticello has been renewed.  
It is the same dollar figure as the previous contract.   
 

2. Bridge Replacement Review 
The fire coverage during the bridge replacement worked out well with the substations.  The 
roundabout has been open for approximately four months and there have been just a couple 
minor accidents.  
 

3. Insurance Services Office (ISO) Rating Update 
January 1, 2011, the ISO rating update was approved.  Chief Roxbury handed out a memo to 
the Township Representatives that they can share with their residents regarding the new ISO 
Rating and can give that to their insurance carrier.     
 

Andresen asked if the rating was better then what Zimmerman has for a rating.   
 

Roxbury thought it was, but is not sure.  The Princeton Fire & Rescue Department does have 
automatic Mutual Aid with Baldwin Township so that may help our ratings.     
 

Whitcomb mentioned that Princeton Insurance Company is aware that our Department is now a 
four rating.   
 

4. 800 MHz Radio Update 
The 800 MHz Radio System is up and running in all trucks.  The system is operational in Sher-
burne County.  The department will be getting a VHF Radio.  With any remaining grant funds, 
the department has been approved to purchase fire prevention supplies.  Isanti is saying they 
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will be on line later this year.  Cambridge, Dalbo, and Braham have just received a Regional 
Grant.  Mille Lacs County said it will be another year for them.     
 

Chief Roxbury wanted to mention that the department is in the process of replacing the old ge-
nerator with a pad generator outside.  This expense will not come out of the department’s budg-
et, but will be purchased through funding.  The department is also working on ordering a 6x6 
track rescue vehicle.  This would not come out of the budget either.  The department would like 
to refurbish tanker number nine.  The truck and tank are in good shape, but the side compart-
ments need to be refurbished.  This would include upgrading the cabinets, lighting, and better 
mounting for the pump. The DNR truck tanker out at Wyanett is not fully stocked yet, but runs.  
The department has added two new members, Steve Kretsinger and Jim Oliver.  Both are 
trained from other fire departments.  Oliver lives in Wyanett Township and that will be helpful to 
have another member in that area.   
 

Lundeen said she spoke to Dalbo and their intent is they would use the equipment from Wyanett 
when it is convenient.  The meeting had gone well.    
 

Chris Wilke PFRD spoke briefly on the fire run billings of what has been billed out and received.  
There are still a lot of outstanding billings that have not been received.     
 
5.  Old Business 

 
A.  Public Safety Building Update  

Last year the City tried to receive a 50% funding for a new Regional Public Safety Building and 
Emergency Operations Center.  The Minnesota House and Minnesota Senate included the pro-
posal in the bonding bills passed by both houses of the legislature.  Governor Pawlenty line-item 
vetoed the project from the bill which resulted in no funding.  Since then newly elected Senator 
David Brown has met with a few from the City and stated that he is in support of it and will push 
to have it included in the 2012 bonding bill.  The City hopes that Representative Sondra Erick-
son will support it as well. 
 

B.  2010 Fire Billing Report 
The 2010 Fire Billing Report was handed out to the Township Representatives that were 
present.  There was an overall 3% increase to the Fire Department budget this year.  Some of 
the townships billings may have gone down because of their usage hours and the department 
picked up all of Blue Hill Township coverage this year.    

 
C.  Relief Association Update – (Thompson) verbal 

Troy Thompson PFRD Relief Association President wanted to update the Princeton Fire Advi-
sory Board from when he spoke to them at their February 1, 2011, meeting on a retirement 
benefit increase.  Thompson said their assets have gone up where it has exceeded the gains  
already this year so that is hopeful.  The Relief Association would like to come back to the Prin-
ceton Fire Advisory Board meeting this summer to discuss an increase again. 
 

Thompson said that Coborns Floral allowed the Princeton Fire & Rescue Department to deliver 
flowers on Valentine’s Day and the proceeds received for delivering will go into the Fire Preven-
tion Fund.  They have done this for a couple years now.  Thompson commented that the Fire 
Department also donated four pallets of their bottled water to the Red Cross.  They delivered it 
with the relocation trailer.  The expense of this water is not from retirement money or tax payer 
money.  The funds to purchase the water are from the department members.    

 
D.  Blue Hill Township Contract Issue Update 

Chief Roxbury said there is good communication with the Sherriff’s Department.  It is running 
well.   
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Andresen commented that south of County Road One has the 856 telephone numbers still in-
stead of the 389 prefix and heard that could make it confusing for dispatch.   
 

Chief Roxbury will check on that.   
 
6.  New Business 
 

A. Township Annual Meeting Visits (March 8th) 
The townships annual meetings are next Tuesday, March 8, 2011.  Chief Roxbury will try to at-
tend all of them.  There will be someone present from the department at each township meeting 
to answer any questions.   

 

Steve Dolin would like Chief Roxbury to bring the map and letter of the ISO rating to help ex-
plain the rating better to the board.   
 

Spencer Brook Township is requesting the possibility of having Princeton Fire & Rescue De-
partment take back the 22 sections that they use to cover.  Spencer Brook has a total of 36 sec-
tions and was wondering if the department wanted to take over the whole township.  Chief Rox-
bury does not believe that would be in Spencer Brook’s best interest because of the distance 
from the fire station.  Steve Jackson, Finance Director, is putting together a cost estimate for the 
coverage of 22 sections.  They do have a substation and adding this area would work well with 
Wyanett Township.  The department has added a few more members and they already do the 
training so the fixed cost should stay about the same.  There would be a few more runs out in 
that area.  Chief Roxbury shared a letter he received from other Fire Departments regarding 
their concern of the substations in Isanti and the response time.   
 
7.  Next Meeting(s) & Agenda 
 
     A.  April 5, 2011 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for 7:00 P.M. on April 5, 2011, at Princeton City Hall. 
 

Lundeen  expressed her appreciation to the Relief Association for purchasing the equipment for 
Wyanett Township substation.    
 
8.  Adjourn 
 
 STOECKEL MOVED TO ADJOURN.   LUNDEEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL VOTED IN 
FAVOR.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 7:57 P.M. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Mary Lou DeWitt 
Secretary  
 
 
 


