
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY BOARD 
HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON MAY 3, 2011, AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL 

****************************************************************************** 
1.   Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:16 PM (late start because 
Roxbury was on a fire call).  Those in attendance included: 
 

Members present:       Staff present:  
Paul Whitcomb, Chair  City  of Princeton  Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D. 

Gene Stoeckel  Princeton Twsp  Mark Karnowski, City Admin.  
James Beck (Sub)  Greenbush Twsp. 
Cathy Lundeen  Wyanett Twsp.  Visitors:  
Bill Andresen   Blue Hill Twsp.  Lyle Peterson (Spencer Brook Twsp)  
        Tim Kirchner (Spencer Brook Twsp) 
    
2.  Review/Consideration of April 5, 2011 Minutes 
 

STOECKEL MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF APRIL 5, 2011 AS PRESENTED. 
LUNDEEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIM-
OUSLY. 
 
3.  Agenda Additions/Deletions – None 
 
4.  Reports: 
 

 A.  Run Reports – The detailed run reports were not ready and the membership was 
advised that they would be mailed out to the townships.  Roxbury handed out a synopsis and 
commented on the runs during his update. 
 
 B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury 
 

Roxbury advised that the department responded via mutual aid to a condo fire at Izatys on Mille 
Lacs.  They also assisted in locating a missing person, addressed the disposal of an old bomb 
and handled their first fire in the newly acquired section of Blue Hill Township.  He noted that 
they’ve had no large grass fires so far this spring.  They’re now running one truck on a routine 
basis out of the Wyanett Station to train some of the newer members.   
 
Isanti’s coming on line with their 800 MHz service soon and Mille Lacs County is scheduled for 
October of his year.  So far the PFRD’s happy with the system.   Roxbury noted that they’ve got 
a grant application in to CenterPoint Energy and the DNR.  For the upcoming Fire Act Grant ap-
plication, they’re looking at hiring a grant writer.  The new members are doing well except one 
got his finger caught in a logsplittter.   
 
Roxbury noted that the Relief Association is having a fundraising dance at the County Fair 
Grounds on June 24th as part of the World of Outlaws event. 
 
Roxbury advised that he’s working on securing about 150 lengths of large diameter fire hose 
from the St. Paul Fire Department.  It’s being offered at an exceptionally low price. Spencer 
Brook was also advised that there was no fee to begin getting coverage from the PFRD.  There 
was also a brief discussion about the organizations approach to sub-stations.   
 
5.  Old Business  
 

 A.  Spencer Brook 
 

Chief Roxbury advised that he’d met with Spencer Brook Township meeting on April 11th to dis-
cuss the possibility of the PFRD covering 22 sections of the township.  The meeting attendees 
asked some good questions and the meeting went well.   Roxbury said he also talked to the 
Isanti FD and that conversation went well too.   
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Some of the conversation with the members from Spencer Brook included discussion about the 
city’s billing system.  It was noted that we do not bill for mutual aid unless FEMA funding is 
available.  They system of dedicating all the current fire billing receipts to the truck fund was al-
so explained.  The city’s nuclear relocation efforts were also discussed as an ongoing funding 
source for training and equipment.   
 
6.  New Business 
 

 A.  Newer Tanker for Wyanett  
 

Board member Lundeen advised that three other departments wanted the newer DNR supplied 
tanker mentioned at the April meeting, so we did not get it.  The good news is that we’re now at 
the top of the DNR’s list when a newer once becomes available.  
 
 B.  New Member(s) 
 

Roxbury noted that he has one trained applicant and requested that the Board approve increas-
ing the maximum number of PFRD members from 35 to 36.  He noted that Brian Mellgren would 
be the new members.   While no specific vote was taken, the consensus of the FAB was to 
agree to expand the membership to 36.  
 
 
7.  Next Meeting(s) & Agenda 
 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for 7:00 PM on June 7, 2011.   
 
8.  Adjourn 
 

There being no further business: 
 
BECK MOVED TO ADJOURN.  LUNDEEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL VOTED IN FA-
VOR.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 8:04 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Mark Karnowski, 
City Admin. 


