
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY BOARD 
HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON JUNE 5, 2012, AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL 

********************************************************************************************************** 
1.   Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Those in attend-
ance included: 
 

Members present:      Staff present:    
Paul Whitcomb, Chair  City  of Princeton Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D.  

Gene Stoeckel                        Princeton Twsp. Mark Karnowski, City Admin.  
Stephen L. Dolin  Greenbush Twsp.  
Roger Nelson    Blue Hill Twsp.  
Cathy Lundeen    Wyanett Twsp.  
       
2.  Review/Consideration of May 1, 2012 Minutes 
 

STOECKEL MOVED TO APPROVE THE MAY 1, 2012 MEETING AS PRESENTED.  
LUNDEEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANI-
MOUSLY. 
 
3.  Agenda Additions/Deletions - None.  
 
4.  Reports: 
 

 A.  Run Reports  
 

Chief Roxbury advised that he hadn’t had a chance to print out the statistics, but that ther were 
23 calls in May with 8 being in the city, 2 being mutual aid and the rest being in the various 
townships. He noted that one of the mutual aid calls was the Sartell fire.  They were called out 
originally the day of the fire but were dismissed because they had a good response from others.  
But they did send three members and a pumper for 12 hours on Thursday of last week to help 
work on the hot spots. He advised that we would be reimbursed for the truck.    
 
 B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury 
 

Roxbury reported that the State is still working on opening up another relocation location in Wa-
basha, otherwise, not much is new on that front.  It appears that Mille Lacs County is a couple of 
months behind on their getting their 800 MHz radio system up and running.  Apparently they 
have problems with their microwave tower.  Stoeckel asked if there was any final determination 
on the per radio charge and Roxbury noted there is no consensus yet.  The CenterPoint Energy 
grant dollars are in as well as the Monsanto grant funds.  Tanker #9 is back and will be in ser-
vice later this week.  The Wyanett tanker has had all the fittings changed and now only needs 
the drop tank set up.  They also have to mount the light bar.  They’re checking on asbestos for 
the house burn on Old 18 – all board members are invited to attend if they choose.  The Chief’s 
Cruiser is not in service yet but should be within a couple of weeks.  The department is getting 
ready for the Rum River Parade this week.  They will also participate in Fairview’s Safety Fair 
along with the Police Department.  Roxbury showed the Board a mock up of the Department’s 
new shoulder patch.   
 
5.  Old Business  
 

A. Public Safety Building Update 
 

Karnowski advised that the legislature dumped the Princeton Public Safety Building from the 
Bonding Bill.  The Committee is meeting June 12th to discuss the project with the three compa-
nies that have expressed interest in being the Construction Manager.  
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6.  New Business 
 

A. Collaboration  
 

Roxbury advised that a chief from an un-named close-by Fire Department asked whether 
Princeton was interested in merging, forming a joint fire district or some other collaborative issue 
and Roxbury wanted to get the sense of the Board on that issue. 
 

 
Roxbury went on to point out that the cost to operate the Princeton Department – covering some 
150 square miles – is significantly less than other fire departments in the area and that he didn’t 
know why it was so expensive in other communities. 
 
The consensus of the Board members was that the PFRD probably had more to lose than to 
gain but that keeping an open line of communications is important.  Roxbury was encouraged to 
participate in any collaboration discussions and see if there was any proposal that would be as 
good for the PFRD as for the other collaborative partner(s). 
 
 
7.  Next Meeting(s) & Agenda 
 

It was noted that the July meeting is scheduled for July 3rd and that date may encroach on the 
celebration of July 4th.  So the Board opted to cancel the July meeting unless there was some 
urgent business that needed to be handled.  So the next meeting will be August 7th.   
 
8.  Adjourn 
 
There being no further business: 
 
STOECKEL MOVED TO ADJOURN.  DOLIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL VOTED IN FA-
VOR.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 8:04 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Mark Karnowski, 
City Admin. 


