
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY BOARD 
HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON JUNE 7, 2011, AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL 

****************************************************************************** 
1.   Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.  Those in atten-
dance included: 
 

Members present:       Members absent:    
Paul Whitcomb, Chair  City  of Princeton  Gene Stoeckel        Princeton Twsp 

James Beck (Sub)  Greenbush Twsp.    
Cathy Lundeen  Wyanett Twsp.  Staff present:  
Bill Andresen   Blue Hill Twsp.  Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D. 
        Mark Karnowski, City Admin.  
    
2.  Review/Consideration of May 3, 2011 Minutes 
 

STOECKEL MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MAY 3, 2011 AS PRESENTED. LUN-
DEEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
3.  Agenda Additions/Deletions – None 
 
4.  Reports: 
 

 A.  Run Reports – The Board reviewed the run synopsis and Chief Roxbury provided 
detail on the various the runs. 
 
 B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury 
 

Roxbury advised that there was no further development regarding Spencer Brook’s considera-
tion of changing their fire service coverage area to include the PFRD.  
 
Roxbury advised that the PFRD was the recipient of a $1,000 grant from CenterPoint Energy.   
 
He also noted that Isanti County is now on line with their 800 MHz radios (since May 23rd) and 
all seems to be working well.  Mille Lacs County is still shooting for this October.  Roxbury is 
concerned that Mille Lacs is considering a $75 per radio charge…which would be a huge budg-
et issue for the PFRD.   That will be a topic of discussion at the Mille Lacs County Fire Chief’s 
Association meeting this month. 
 
There’s nothing new on a newer tanker for the Wyanett Sub-Station.  The trucks are responding 
more frequently out of the Wyanett Station – but still, there is no Dalbo use to date.  Roxbury is 
allowing the firefighters in the area to respond out of the Wyanett Station without lights and si-
rens in order to familiarize the new members with the equipment and procedures.  Once they’re 
certified, then they’ll be able to use lights and sirens.   
 
Roxbury is still negotiating with the St. Paul FD for the large dimension hose.  It’s still being of-
fered at no cost to the PFRD…the discussions are regarding the methodology to picking it up. 
 
The FAB was advised that the legislature recently passed a bill that will remove any liability is-
sues for a fire department that donates equipment to another fire department.. 
 
Roxbury reported that members of the PFRD not only attended the funeral of the Cambridge fire 
fighter who accidentally died after a training exercise but they also covered the service area for 
a shift not long after the accident. 
 
The PFRD is taking the Safe House trailer to Cambridge in the near future for the Isanti County 
Safety Fair.   
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Roxbury is putting together a set of specifications for the 6-wheeler that was approved for this 
year’s budget.  He’s also working on the rehab of the tanker…the storage compartments need 
replacing.   
 
5.  Old Business  
 

 A.  Public Safety Building 
 

Karnowski advised that he’d received notification that the preliminary documentation for any 
projects that cities want included in the 2012 bonding bill need to be in this month.  He’s con-
tacted Heidi Pieper at SEH who has agreed to compile the necessary documentation.  Kar-
nowski noted that Mayor Riddle suggested that the city consider building a ‘Morton’ type build-
ing” rather than a concrete/brick structure.  Karnowski is looking into that option.                    
 
6.  New Business  
 
Unrelated to any other topic – new or old – Chief Roxbury noted that some of the surrounding 
fire departments are having problems with the number of firefighters responding to calls.  He 
cited that some departments are calling for mutual aid for traffic calls and others that normally 
can be handled by a much reduced staff.  He assured the FAB that we’ve not had that problem 
in Princeton and have not only a good turnout for evening calls, but a high turnout for daytime 
calls as well – which is usually the toughest time to get sufficient staff to respond. 
 
Karnowski noted that some seminars he’s been attending lead him to suspect that the issue 
may be the result of generational issues.  Apparently the post baby boomer generations do not 
have the same level of community participation as their parents and grandparents.   
 
7.  Next Meeting(s) & Agenda 
 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for 7:00 PM on July 5, 2011.   
 
8.  Adjourn 
 

There being no further business: 
 
DOLIN MOVED TO ADJOURN.  LUNDEEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL VOTED IN FA-
VOR.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 7:50 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Mark Karnowski, 
City Admin. 


