
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
JULY 14, 2011, 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Mayor Jeremy Riddle called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Council members present were Paul Whitcomb, Victoria Hallin, Dick Dobson and Thom Walker.  
Staff present was Finance Director Steve Jackson, Community Developer Carie Fuhrman, Po-
lice Chief Brian Payne and Public Works Director Bob Gerold.  
 
Mayor Riddle asked if there were any changes to the agenda, besides items 9c, Resolution 11-
36, Accepting and Authorizing the use of Jaycees Donation for Princeton Fireworks.  No other 
changes were made. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 23, 2011  

 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 23, 2011 
AS WRITTEN.  HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  
 
Dobson stated that the June 23, 2011 Council minutes should be corrected to reflect that Bob 
Gerold, Public Works Director, was present at the meeting. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5 AYES, 0 NAYS). 
 
CONSENT AGENDA   
 
A. Permits and Licenses  
 
B. Personnel 
 
C. Donations/Designations   
 
There were no items under the Consent Agenda portion. 
 
OPEN FORUM  
 
No one was present to speak at the open forum. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
There were no items under the Public Hearing portion.   
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 

A. Parks & Recreation Board Minutes of June 7, 2011 
B. Planning Commission Minutes of June 20, 2011 
C. EDA Board Minutes of June 16, 2011 
D. Princeton Area Visionary Committee of June 13, 2011 

Dick Dobson mentioned that the work would be started on moving the well house 
that is in Riverside Park.   

 
The above minutes were reviewed by the City Council. 
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PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were no items under the Petitions, Requests, and Communications portion. 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS  
 
A. 11-35 Resolution Authorizing Rental of Safe Deposit Box at Bremer 
 

Jackson explained that this is something the City has done in the past, but the list of indi-
viduals with access to the box needs to be updated.  
 

HALLIN MOTIONED TO ACCEPT RESOLUTION 11-35 AUTHORIZING THE RENTAL OF THE 
SAFE DEPOSIT BOX AT BREMER BANK.  WHITCOMB SECONDED THE MOTION.  CAR-
RIED UNANIMOUSLY (5 AYES, 0 NAYS).   
 
B. Ordinance 11-___ Authorizing Electrical and Plumbing Inspections  

Jackson explained that this item came up in the past week or so because of the state 
shutdown.  The electrical inspectors’ contracts are through the State of Minnesota, and 
with the shutdown, there is no longer a valid contract.  Therefore, if any electrical inspec-
tions are needed, they are not able to be completed at this time.  Metro West, the City’s 
contracted Building Inspection contractor, notified the city because he was concerned with 
some of the on-going projects that require electrical inspections.  A memo from the 
League of Minnesota Cities suggested that some other cities have used the authority 
granted to them to contract on their own for the electrical inspectors.  So, in order to as-
sure that no projects would be held up, city staff suggested starting the process to get 
those inspections done.  The proposal is for the city to contract with the same inspectors 
that the state does.  If the state budget gets resolved, the will not need to bring this ordin-
ance back for a second reading.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding the sunset date.  It was also mentioned that this ordinance 
would put us in the position to be prepared if a shutdown were to occur again in the future.     
 
Dobson commented that we should move on this ordinance. 

 
WALKER MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 667 AMENDING CHAPTER ____ OF THE 
PRINCETON CITY CODE BY ADDING THE MINNESOTA ELECTRICAL ACT TO THE PRIN-
CETON CITY CODE.  DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION.   
 

Whitcomb mentioned that we might want to check regarding the regulations if it is a gov-
ernment project.  Jackson replied that the plumbing portion is a little less clear and is still 
evolving at this point.   If something new comes to fruition, we will amend the Ordinance 
by the second reading.     
 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5 AYES, 0 NAYS).   
 
HALLIN MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 11-668 AMENDING CHAPTER ____ OF THE 
PRINCETON CITY CODED RELATING TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF PRINCETON 
TO ISSUE PLUMBING PERMITS, CONDUCT PLAN AND SPECIFICATION REVIEW AND IN-
SPECTIONS OF PLUMBING SYSTEMS.  DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY (5 AYES, 0 NAYS). 
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** C. 11-36  Resolution Accepting and Authorizing Use of Jaycees Donation for Princeton 
Fireworks 
  
DOBSON MOTIONED TO ACCEPT RESOLUTION 11-36 ACCEPTING AND AUTHORIZING 
USE OF JAYCEES DONATION FOR PRINCETON FIREWORKS.  HALLIN SECONDED THE 
MOTION.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5 AYES, 0 NAYS). 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

There were no items under the unfinished business portion. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Lakes and Pines Grant Agreement and Contract – Small Cities Development 
  
Jackson introduced the item and stated that the city has been awarded the grant for the Small 
Cities Development Program through DEED.  Jackson went through the Grant Agreement with 
the State of Minnesota and the contract with Lakes and Pines C.A.C., who will be administering 
the grant.  He stated that Attorney Schieffer had reviewed the document and had some ques-
tions regarding the responsibilities between the City and Lakes and Pines C.A.C..  He stated 
that the Council has an option of approving it tonight, or tabling it until we get the issues ironed 
out, or just approving the Grant Agreement and waiting on the Contract with Lakes and Pines, 
C.A.C. since a majority of the questions had to deal with the Lakes and Pines Contract.   
 
Hallin asked about the breakdown of responsibilities. 
 
Richard Fuchs of Lakes & Pines was present at the meeting and stated that the contract is be-
tween Lakes and Pines and Princeton, and that the City of Milaca will be a partner.  Princeton 
will be responsible for the fiduciary responsibilities of the grant.  Lakes and Pines proposes to 
do most of the work associated with the grant but Princeton will need to sign checks, manage 
the bank account, etc.   
 
Jackson stated that there are a number of policies laid out in the Grant agreement with the State 
and there were questions regarding whose responsibility those would be. 
 
Fuchs replied that most of the policies are ones that cities already have in place.  If the City 
does not have some of the specific policies, Lakes and Pines can provide some generic forms 
that can be adapted for Princeton and then considered for adoption by the Council.   
 
Jackson asked about the environmental compliance portion.  
 
Fuchs stated that Lakes & Pines will do the environmental review.   
 
Walker stated that he would have liked to table this because there is an EDA meeting next week 
and it would be nice to spend some time getting a handle on it.  But, he said that it is a different 
case when the Lakes and Pines representative is here. 
 
Fuchs stated that their main goal was to get the signed Grant Agreement submitted to the State.   
If the City would like to hold off on signing the contract with Lakes and Pines, that is not as big 
of a deal.   
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HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE SMALL CITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM GRANT 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE CITY OF PRINCETON. WHITCOMB 
SECONDED THE MOTION.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5 AYES, 0 NAYS).   
 
WHITCOMB MOVED TO TABLE THE REVIEW OF THE CONTRACT AGREEMENT BE-
TWEEN THE CITY OF PRINCETON AND LAKES AND PINES C.A.C., INC. UNTIL THE NEXT 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING.  HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
(5 AYES, 0 NAYS).   
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
There were no miscellaneous items. 

 
BILL LIST 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE BILL LIST, WHICH INCLUDES THE MANUAL CHECKS 
AS LISTED ON THE MANUAL VOUCHER BILL LIST FOR A TOTAL OF $161,680.40 AND 
THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL LIST, WHICH 
WILL BE CHECKS 64452 to 64559 FOR A TOTAL OF $595,784.39. WHITCOMB SECONDED 
THE MOTION.  
 
Walker and Dobson had questions regarding the bill list.  Discussion ensued regarding the bill 
list.     
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5 AYES, 0 NAYS). 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS: 
 

WHITCOMB MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:20 PM.  HALLIN SECONDED 
THE MOTION. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5 AYES, 0 NAYS). 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Carie Fuhrman 
Community Development Director 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       

Jeremy Riddle, Mayor 


