
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY BOARD HELD AT  

7:00 P.M., ON AUGUST 7, 2012, AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL 

****************************************************************************** 

1.  Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  Those in 

attendance included: 

 

Members present:      Staff present: 

Paul Whitcomb, Chair  City of Princeton  Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D. 

Gene Stoeckel   Princeton Twsp.  Mary Lou DeWitt, Secretary 

Stephen L. Dolin   Greenbush Twsp. 

Roger Nelson   Blue Hill Twsp. 

Cathy Lundeen   Wyanett Twsp. 

 

Gene Stoeckel arrived at 7:13 P.M. 

 

2.  Review/Consideration of June 5, 2012 Minutes  

NELSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE JUNE 5, 2012 MEETING AS PRESENTED.  DOLIN SECONDED 

THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

3.  Agenda Additions/Deletions:  None 

 

4.  Reports: 

 A.  Run Reports 

Chief Roxbury handed out a breakdown of the June and July fire calls.  So far for the year there 

are more calls than last year.  Individual run reports will be sent to the townships.  In the past 

couple months they had two mutual aid assist, one for a grass fire and the other for a bomb 

assist.   

 

 B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury 

  1.  Monticello Relocation Update 

Chief Roxbury said the training will begin and because of the number attending the training 

from his department and other Fire Departments, they have it scheduled for two days of the 

week to chose from, Tuesday and Wednesdays, for two weeks to help accommodate the 

classroom size.  Roxbury is pleased with the number attending and also that more females are 

becoming involved.  The Fire Advisory Board was invited to observe in the training or even be 

part of the training.   

 

  2.  800 MHz Radio Update 

Chief Roxbury said eleven radios have arrived, ten portables and one mobile.  The total cost is 

approximately $23,000.  Mille Lacs has moved their dispatch to their new dispatch center and 

are getting closer to completion of having the 800 MHz Radio system up and running.  The 800 

MHz Radio system is working well except when you are in a larger building where the radio 

does not reach with the tower.  Roxbury may set up a repeater system.  The Fire Department 

will be keeping the old radios.  North Memorial is using the EMS channel so the department is 

close to talking with them, just need their frequency.   

 



The old Police squad car has been being used by the Fire Department for approximately a 

month and the department is very pleased with the car.     

 

The DNR grant for $6,200 with a 50% match will be used to refurbish a tanker for $5,000 and 

$1,200 for a dry hydrant by Elk Lake.  They will accept labor as covering the match on the grant.  

The grass rig will be going to Blue Hill Twsp. so they can use it to access calls in that area.  They 

have a building to put it in.  Blue Hill has been having good response on their medical calls.   

 

The Fire Department is taking tonight off from training so they can get things ready for the 

weekend at the Mille Lacs County Fair.  This seems to be well received by the public who attend 

the Fair and watch their demos.  The department works well together at taking turns working at 

the Fair.    

 

The Fire Department applied for a $42,000 grant that would be used for such items as new fans, 

traffic cones, and helmet lights.  There is a 5% match to this grant.  It will be a while before the 

department knows if they have gotten it.  There was another grant available called the SAFER 

grant, but that grant is for a full time Fire Department and Princeton does not qualify for that 

one.   

 

 

5.  Old Business: 

 A.  Public Safety Building Update 

Whitcomb said there will be a meeting tomorrow to work with an architect to design a building 

that would meet the budget.  The City committed $15,000 for an architect.  The location of the 

proposed building would still be in the City owned Aero Business Park.  This is still in the early 

stages of planning.   

 

 

6.  New Business:   

Chief Roxbury said that the Relief Association is having a golf tournament fund raiser on 

September 22, 2012, the same day as the Chili Fest.  Also, the wives and significant others on 

the department are starting a Ladies Auxiliary at the Fire Station.    

 

Chief Roxbury would like to have the Fire Advisory Boards opinion on if we should push on 

collecting for past fire calls.  The practice now is sending a bill to the property owner and the 

statement advises them to forward it on to their insurance company.   There are some billings 

from a few years past that have not been collected even after two or three billings sent.   

 

Nelson commented that the townships are already paying for fire coverage, why is their extra 

billing. 

 

Roxbury explained the intent is basically for traffic accidents on the highways where it is not 

usually township residents and the department decided they could collect for those calls.  On 

structure fires it does say that the insurance company can pay for the call.  Approximately 95% 

of those that have been billed have been paid from the insurance company.  The department 

tries to collect from all of them the same and does not push on getting a payment.  The funds 



go back to the Fire Department.  Roxbury is basically looking to see what the insurance 

company will reasonably pay.  The City Finance department has it tracked back to 2008.   

Roxbury does like how the collection procedure is going and would not want to push paying on 

the property owner.  The City Finance department would like guidance if it should stay as is, 

and after so many tries erase it, or forward it on to a collection agency.   The city can only bill 

within the city, but can administer for the townships, and what has been collected has rolled 

into funds for truck and equipment updates.  They have billed for the mutual aid fire in Sartell 

where they had a truck there for 14 hours.    

 

Whitcomb said this is something just to think about and can be discussed at the next meeting.   

 

Nelson said that he is okay with trying to bill the property owner.  Nelson said on another note, 

himself and Bill Andresen would like to have the Fire Advisory Board meet quarterly or twice a 

year if possible.  The same stuff is always on the agendas.   

 

Roxbury said when this board was setup those on it wanted to meet once a month.  The reason 

for this is for those attending can bring the information back to their townships and ask what 

their opinion is.  Roxbury said it is fine if he cannot make each meeting.   

 

Dolin, Stoeckel, and Lundeen would like the meetings to continue as is.   

 

 

7.  Next Meeting(s) & Agenda 

 A.  September 4, 2012 (Note that your November meeting date is Election Day) 

The Fire Advisory Board had no comments.   

 

8.  Adjourn 

There being no further business: 

 

NELSON MOVED TO ADJOURN.  LUNDEEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL VOTED IN FAVOR.  THE 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 7:49 P.M. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Mary Lou DeWitt 

Secretary 


