
THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSON BOARD HELD ON AUGUST 18, 2014, 
AT 7:00 P.M., AT THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

****************************************************************************** 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M., by Jack Edmonds.  Members present were Jeff 
Reynolds, Eldon Johnson, Mitzi Mellott, and Jim Kusler (Princeton Twsp. Rep).  Staff present 
were Carie Fuhrman (Comm. Dev. Director) and Mary Lou DeWitt (Comm. Dev. Assistant). 
 
Absent was Chad Heitschmidt. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING ON JULY 28, 2014 
JOHNSON MOVED, SECOND BY REYNOLDS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF JULY 28, 2014.  
UPON THE VOTE, THERE WERE 4 AYES, 0 NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  None 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
A.  Fence Ordinance Amendment 
Community Development Director Memo: 
Background:  Two months ago, the Planning Commission discussed changes to the City’s fence 
regulations.   
 
Analysis:  The attached Ordinance, for the most part, proposes several housekeeping changes 
to the fence regulations and cleans up some of the existing language to make it clearer.  A few 
specifics to point out: 
 
1) For boundary lines fences, it clarifies that a fence may be located on a property line if one of 
three conditions exist: 

(1)  property owner has a current Certificate of Survey; OR 
(2)  property identification irons have been located; OR 
(3)  the neighboring property owner agrees in writing. 

 
2)  It clarifies that a fence within the triangular visibility area on a corner lot cannot exceed 3 
feet in height. 
 
3)  It allows more than just a chain link fence to be utilized in the front yard of a Commercial or 
Industrial lot, as long as at least 75% of the fence is open for passage of air and light and 
provides for traffic visibility.  It allows the fence to be up to 8 (eight) feet in height. 
 
4)  It removes the Interior Yard Fence subsection as the three provisions are either already 
stated or already allowed via a previous subsection. 
 
Conclusion:  Following the public hearing, staff would recommend the Planning Commission 
recommend approval of the proposed changes to the City Council, subject to the City Attorney 
review.  It would then go to the City Council for two readings.   
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Edmonds asked if the drawings staff provided in the draft will be included in the Ordinance.   
 
Fuhrman said those will be available only as a handout for those inquiring about a fence.  This 
revised Ordinance is short compared to some communities.  It is simplified to make it easier to 
read and use. 
 
Edmonds opened public hearing.  There were no residents present to address this item.   
 
 
JOHNSON MOVED, SECOND BY REYNOLDS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING.  UPON THE VOTE, 
THERE WERE 4 AYES, 0 NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
 
JOHNSON MOVED, SECOND BY REYNOLDS, TO FORWARD FOR RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY 
COUNCIL, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION I (FENCES) OF CHAPTER VI (PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS) OF TITLE 11 (ZONING) OF THE PRINCETON CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING 
THE FENCE REGULATIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF PRINCETON.  UPON THE VOTE, THERE WERE 
4 AYES, 0 NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
 
COMMUNICATION AND REPORTS: 
A.  Verbal Report 
1)  Request to discuss sign replacements 
Fuhrman had a request from someone in regards to our Sign Ordinance.  The inquiry was to 
replace a current sign face with a sticker type signage.  They argued that the permit could be 
more than what it would cost to put the sticker on it.  A possible solution would be lowering the 
fee for a sign that is keeping the frame and just changing out the face.  For a wall sign or a free 
standing sign the fee is $50.  Would the Planning Commission be supportive of lowering the fee 
for a signage change out.    
 
Johnson said if they are using the same frame the signage permit could be lower.  He said if the 
size is not changed he could see the price reduced.  They would still need to have a sketch of 
the signage so we know the size is the same.   
 
Reynolds asked what the time would involve with the staff reviewing the sign.   
 
Fuhrman said it is easier to review a sign that is having the face change out then review a new 
sign.   
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Edmonds commented that if staff is here working it should not be an issue for them to review a 
sign so he does not see a problem with reducing the fee for a change out sign.   
 
Fuhrman said there are statutory limits to what a permit fee is per the City Attorney.   
 
Johnson said for a sign that is just having a change out where they are keeping the framing, the 
fee could be $25 plus the State Surcharge.   
 
Fuhrman said next time the fee schedule is updated, she will have the change on it.   
 
 
2)  Update on the Sign Ordinance Changes (City Council) 
Fuhrman informed the Planning Commission Board that the first reading of the Sign Ordinance 
amendment had gone to the City Council and they will have the second reading at their next 
meeting.  Once the Sign Ordinance amendment is approved, the Zoning Ordinance revisions will 
be printed and we will handout updated copies to the Planning Commission Board.    
 
 
3)  MN Design Team Visit 
Fuhrman handed out the results from a survey that had been taken for the upcoming MN 
Design Team visit.  One of the questions was, “What would you like Princeton to look like in 20 
years?”  The most common answer was to keep the small town feel.   The Planning Commission 
can review the results of the survey and maybe have their own input of what they would like to 
see.  Fuhrman also gave the Planning Commission Board a flyer of the September 26th –27th MN 
Design Team visit and encouraged the Planning Commission to participate.   
 
 
Fuhrman wanted to update the Planning Commission Board that the City Council approved the 
Speedway to stay open till 11:30 P.M. on September 19, 2014 for a special event.  If they plan 
to stay later next year for this event again, Fuhrman will have them come back to the Planning 
Commission to review their Conditional Use Permit.   
 
One other update is the Planning Commission should take a drive along Rum River Drive North 
and see the Bergstrom house at 908 9th Avenue North and the old gas station at 903 9th Avenue 
North, should be demolished.  The City purchased the two sites and demoed them with NSP 
funds.   This project took a bit of time to get to this point, but the neighbors will be happy with 
the final outcome.    
 
Edmonds asked if asbestos was in the house. 
 
Fuhrman said yes, there was not contamination in the soil, but soil vapors so that will have to 
be reviewed while the removal is being done.  No tanks in the ground.  Moving in the right 
direction.  Will be nice to have it removed. 
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B.  City Council Minutes for July, 2014 
The Planning Commission Board had no comments. 
 
 
JOHNSON MOVED, SECOND BY REYNOLDS, TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  UPON THE VOTE, 
THERE WERE 4 AYES, 0 NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.  THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:26 P.M. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
              
Jack Edmonds, Chairperson    Mary Lou DeWitt, Comm. Dev. Assistant 


