
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY BOARD 
HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON SEPTEMBER 6, 2011, AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL 

****************************************************************************** 
1.   Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Those in atten-
dance included: 
 
Members present:       Staff Present:    
Paul Whitcomb, Chair  City  of Princeton  Mark Karnowski, City Admin. 
James Beck (Sub)  Greenbush Twsp.  Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D. 
Cathy Lundeen  Wyanett Twsp.   
Gene Stoeckel          Princeton Twsp.  
Bill Andresen    Blue Hill Twsp 
 
2.  Review/Consideration of July 5, 2011 Minutes 
 

STOECKEL MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 5, 2011 AS PRESENTED. 
DOLIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUS-
LY. 
 
3.  Agenda Additions/Deletions – None 
 
4.  Reports: 
 

 A.  Run Reports – The Board reviewed the run synopsis and Chief Roxbury provided 
detail on the various runs.  The full reports will be mailed.  
 
 B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury 
 

Relocation Testing - Roxbury noted that 60 people took the training this year and they had 
140+ at the test session.  The final report wasn’t available yet but the early report was that the 
only glitch was at the hospital…but that the PFRD’s portion of the testing went fine.   
  

Surplus Equipment - Roxbury advised that he was going to the City Council to request that the 
Council declare the extra hard hose that they got from the St. Paul FD be declared as surplus 
and allow the sale of same to area departments.  Roxbury noted that this is a “win-win” situation 
in that the other departments that would benefit are all mutual aid departments.  He is also ask-
ing to have the Council declare the old pagers as surplus which will allow him to negotiate the 
sale to other area departments.   
 

STOECKEL MOVED TO RECOMMEND THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE THE SURPLUS 
DESIGNATION AND ALLOW FOR THE DISPERSAL OF THE EXTRA EQUIPMENT.  LUN-
DEEN SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  

Grants – Roxbury advised that the city has been notified that we’ve received a $3,500 training 
grant from the State Fire Board.  We have hired a grant writer for $525 to write a Fire Act Grant 
in the amount of approximately $50,000 for new extrication equipment.  Roxbury noted that the 
use of boron in the steel used for auto bodies is difficult to be shear with our current equipment.  
New equipment is needed.  The PFRD is also tagging along with a Regional Fire Act Grant with 
the Milaca Fire Department for the purchase of CAD dispatching and GPS mapping. 
 

FEMA Reimbursement – Roxbury advised that Princeton was part of a disaster declaration 
area from the storms that hit the area between July 1 -11 and that the PFRD, PWD and PUC 
are all seeking reimbursement for time and materials used to address the storm damage. 
  

Andy Gerold Retirement – The board was advised that 32 year PFRD veteran Andy Gerold 
was retiring.  The City Council will recognize his contribution to the city at an upcoming meeting. 
  
New Members – Roxbury advised that two new PFRD members’ applications will go before the 
PFRD’s Executive Board for consideration on September 13th.  Both are already trained.  That 
will bring the PFRD active membership to 34 or 35.    
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Mille Lac Fire Chiefs Meeting – Roxbury advised that the Mille Lacs County Fire Chiefs would 
be getting together for their September meeting on the 14th.  
 
5.  Old Business  
 

A. Wyanett Tanker Update – Roxbury has been in contact with the DNR regarding a 
different tanker for the Wyanett Sub Station.  So far the only available unit is has a 
small tank…Jim’s looking for a 2000-2400 gallon capacity tank.  So we’ll continue to 
use the one we have until a better one is available.   
 

B. Public Safety Building - Karnowski advised that the city has again applied for in-
clusion in the 2012 Legislative Bonding Bill for the Regional Center.  The Building 
Committee is going to be looking at less expensive building options as well. 

 

C. Spencer Brook Township – A meeting with Spencer Brook to discuss expanding 
the area covered by Princeton will be held September 19th.  It appears they will be 
making a decision on or about October 1st.   

  
6.  New Business 
  
       A.  2012 Budget – Roxbury advised that he’s again recommending a 3% increase in the 
2012 budget.  Specifically he will be requesting a 3% increase in the city contribution to the 
PFRD Relief Association (retirement fund).  He’s also going to ask for a $1/hr. increase in the 
compensation paid to responding firefighters.  That wage has not increased for at least 5 years 
and would result in a $11/hr. wage for firefighters, $12/hr. for Captains and $13/hr. for the Chief.  
He noted that, if Spencer Brook contracts with the city for a larger area, the total cost to each 
unit should go down..even with the 3% increase. 
  
       B.  Wyanett/Princeton/Dalbo JPA – Lundeen advised that the Joint Powers Board will 
be getting together soon and will discuss the possibility of dissolving and re-forming without 
Dalbo.  Dalbo has not used the Wyanett Sub Station since it opened and has shown no inten-
tion of actually participating in the JPA.   
 
Lundeen also noted that she is taking a medical leave so Tom Murray will be at the October 
meeting to represent Wyanett Township.  She’ll hopefully return for the November meeting.  
  
7.  Next Meeting and Agenda 
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for 7:00 PM on Aug. 2, 2011. 
  
8.  Adjourn  - There being no further business: 
  
DOLIN MOVED TO ADJOURN.  STOECKEL SECONDED THE MOTION.  THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 8:00 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Mark H.Karnowski, 
Secretary 
  


