
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 

OCTOBER 8, 2015 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
***************************************************************************************************** 
Mayor Paul Whitcomb called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Council members present were, Thom Walker, Dick Dobson, and Victoria Hallin. Staff present, 
Administrator Mark Karnowski, Finance Director Steve Jackson, Community Development Direc-
tor Jolene Foss, Police Chief Todd Frederick, Public Works Director Bob Gerold, Liquor Store 
Manager Nancy Campbell, Fire Chief Jim Roxbury, Clerk Shawna Jenkins, Attorney’s Damien 
Toven and Kelli Bourgeous, and Engineer Mike Nielson. Absent was Jules Zimmer. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
None 
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
 

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of September 24, 2015 
 

DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 24, 
2015. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
A. Permits and Licenses  
 1. Christ Our Light Bingo on November 15, 2015 
B. Personnel 
 1. Community Dev Dir. Jolene Foss Step 2 Increase to $59,444 yr effective 10-23-15 
 2. Police Officer Jason Cederberg Step 7 Increase to $28.31 effective 10-19-15 
C. Donations/Designations  
 
WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. DOBSON SECONDED THE MO-
TION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
   
OPEN FORUM  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
 

A. Park Board Meeting of September 28, 2015 
B. Planning Commission Meeting of September 21, 2015 
 

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS  
 
  A. Ordinance 723 – rezoning of 701 5th Ave North – FINAL READING 

 
Foss advised that ordinance 723 is rezoning 701-5th Ave from R-2 Residential to R-3 Multiple 
Family Residential.  

 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 723 ZONING 705 5TH AVE NORTH AS R-3 MUL-
TIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL. WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY  
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 B. Ord 724 – Amending CUP’s to allow ATV/snowmobile sales/service - 1st Reading 
 

Foss reported that ordinance 724 would add ATV, snowmobile and motorcycle sales and 
service as a conditional use in the B-1 Central Business district. The attorney has reviewed 
the amendment and it was passed by the Planning Commission 
 
Hallin asked if there was a specific request for this. Foss replied that Hytech Automotive 
made the request as they are planning to use their lot across the street for ATV, snowmobile 
and motorcycle sales and service.  

 
DOBSON MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 724 THAT WOULD AMEND PROVISION C 
(CONDITIONAL USES) SECTION 8 (B-1 CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT) CHAPTER V (ZON-
ING DISTRICTS) OF THE CITY OF PRINCETON’S ZONING ORDINANCE BY ADDING A 
CONDITIONAL USE FOR ATV / SNOWMOBILE / MOTORCYCLE SALES AND SERVICE. 
HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 

C. Ord 725 –Administrative Simple lot subdivisions & consolidations – 1st Reading 
 

Foss advised that this ordinance amendment would allow for staff to approve administrative 
simple lot subdivisions, lot consolidations and boundary line adjustments. This has been ap-
proved by the Planning Commission. 

 
DOBSON MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 725 AMENDING THE CITY OF PRINCE-
TON’S SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE BY ADDING CHAPTER XVIII ALLOWING FOR ADMINIS-
TRATIVE SIMPLE LOT SUBDIVISIONS, SIMPLE LOT CONSOLIDATIONS AND BOUNDARY 
LINE ADJUSTMENT. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANI-
MOUSLY  
 
 
 D. Resolution 15-62 – award bid for 7th Ave Project 
 

Nielson reported that the bid opening for the 7th Ave water and sewer project was yesterday 
at 1pm. They received 12 bids, with the low bidder of RL Larson Excavating, Inc at 
$257,557.73.   

 
WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 15-62 ENTERING INTO A CONTRACT FOR 
THE 7TH AVE NORTH SEWER AND WATER EXTENSION. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

E. Resolution 15-63 – award bid for The Northland Drive Project 
 

Nielson reported that the bid opening for the Northland Drive Project was yesterday at 1pm. 
They received 5 bids in total. Alternate number 1 has the project being completed November 
15, 2015 and Alternate number 2 being completed June 2016. The difference between the 
bids is $8,395.92. 
 
Alternate one will avoid pothole maintenance through the winter and spring though. It can be 
susceptible to poor weather, but the contractor has indicated they would start work the week 
of October 19th and be completed by November 1st. 
 
Dobson likes the idea of getting the project done this fall as the road has been in bad shape 
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for quite some time. He questioned how much time and expense it would take to keep the 
road maintained until spring. Gerold replaced that he has spoken with Nielson and a good 
figure to keep it maintained until spring construction would be about $5,000.  
 
Hallin asked for clarification on pothole maintenance. Nielson explained that if alternate 1 
was not approved, the pot holes would need to be repaired until spring. Karnowski asked if 
we can get some of the millings. Nielson said he will speak to the contractor about that. 

 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 15-63, ALTERNATE ONE, ENTERING INTO A 
CONTRACT FOR THE NORTHLAND DRIVE PROJECT TO BE COMPLETED FALL OF 2016. 
DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. State Fire Marshal Grant 
 
Karnowski reported that Firefighters are becoming increasingly aware of the long-term effects 
— namely cancer — of wearing dirty personal protective clothing that exposes them to both 
known and unknown contaminants through skin absorption and off-gassing.  
 
There are also short-term risks associated with wearing soiled protective clothing. One of 
greatest risk is that as more particles attach to and remain on protective gear, that gear grad-
ually loses its effectiveness — putting firefighters at increased risk.  
 
That the protective clothing that's designed to protect a firefighter may then facilitate a dan-
gerous event because it reflects less radiant heat, becomes more flammable and can even 
conduct electricity. 
 
Both the short- and long-term risks associated with wearing soiled and contaminated protec-
tive clothing can be minimized through regular cleaning following the manufacturer's recom-
mendations. 
 
Many fire departments have found commercial turnout gear washer/extractors, which can 
cost upwards of $10,000, to be cost prohibitive. In response, the Minnesota Fire Service and 
the MN State Fire Marshal Division has announced a $200,000 Turnout Gear Wash-
er/Extractor Award Program. It’s a matching grant program with the following match require-
ments:  
 

  Population  Required Match %  
Up to 10,000             10%  
10,001-25,000             25%  
25,001-50,000             35%  
Over 50,000             50%  

 
So, if Princeton is awarded a grant, our match would be 25%.  The program application dead-
line is 4:30pm CST on November 3, 2015. Roxbury feels he could get the relocation program 
to contribute as well. 
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Chief Roxbury is requesting permission to apply for a grant through this program as well as a 
letter of support for the application.  If the Council agrees with pursuing one of these grants, a 
motion to authorize submittal of a grant application as well as a letter of support would be in 
order.  
 

  MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE SUBMITTAL, OF A GRANT APPLICATION WITH A LETTER 
OF SUPPORT. SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Hallin said she will be providing invitations to the Council for the Lights on After School event 
they are holding at the Teen Center.  

 
BILL LIST 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE BILL LIST WHICH INCLUDES THE MANUAL CHECKS 
AS LISTED ON THE MANUAL BILL LIST FOR A TOTAL OF $74,140.88 AND THE ITEMS 
LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL LIST WHICH WILL BE 
CHECKS 72490 TO 72582 FOR A TOTAL OF $633,310.15.  DOBSON SECONDED THE MO-
TION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business: 
  
HALLIN MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:15pm SECONDED THE MOTION. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
Respectfully Submitted,      ATTEST: 
 
_________________________    ________________________ 
Shawna Jenkins      Paul Whitcomb, Mayor 
City Clerk 


