
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY BOARD 
 HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON NOVEMBER 1, 2011, AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL 

******************************************************************* 
1.  Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  Those in atten-
dance included: 
 
Members present:      Members Absent: 
Paul Whitcomb, Chair City of Princeton  Bill Andresen    Blue Hill Twsp. 
Steve Dolin   Greenbush Twsp.   
Cathy Lundeen  Princeton Twsp.  Staff Present: 
Gene Stoeckel  Princeton Twsp.  Mary Lou DeWitt, Secretary 
Roger Nelson (Sub)  Blue Hill Twsp.  Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D. 
 
2.  Review/Consideration of October 4, 2011 Minutes 
STOECKEL MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 4, 2011 MEETING 
WITH THE FOLLOWING CORRECTIONS: 
 

1. BILL ANDRESEN WAS ABSENT 
2. UNDER B, DEPARTMENT UPDATES, THE SPELLING OF SPENSER BROOK 

SHOULD BE SPENCER BROOK, AND IN THE SAME SENTENCE IT SHOULD READ, 
“11 AND 22 SECTIONS”.   

3. IN OLD BUSINESS, UNDER ITEM A, THE LAST SENTENCE SHOULD READ AS, 
“LUNDEEN ADDED THAT THE TOWNSHIP IS LOOKING INTO INSTALLING AD-
DRESS SIGNS WITH THE SUPPORT OF DALBO AND PRINCETON FIRE DEPART-
MENTS. ”   

4. UNDER ITEM B, FIRE TRUCK REPAIR, REMOVE THE END OF THE SENTENCE 
THAT READS, “LUNDEEN ADVISED THAT THE JOINT POWERS BOARD MET”.    

 

NELSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIM-
OUSLY. 
  
3.  Agenda Additions/Deletions –  None 
 
4.  Reports: 
 

     A.  Run Reports - Chief Roxbury provided the State Fire Marshall’s 2010 Fire Department 
Run Report.  Fire Departments around the area report fire run information to the state which 
compiles the information.  Roxbury would like to make another report from these numbers that 
includes the number of square miles each department covers along with what their annual 
budget.   Roxbury noted that the PFRD was second in the number of fire runs made for 2010.     
 

     B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury 
 

          1.  Grants - Chief Roxbury said the department applied for a Fire Act grant that, if funded, 
would provide new rescue supply tools.  The application is computer generated and was up-
loaded. There were no errors caught by the computer.  The grant has passed the first review 
and now awaits the ranking results.  The applications with the highest scores will receive grant 
funding.   
 

 2.  Review of Spencer Brook decision - Chief Roxbury reported that he went to 
Spencer Brook’s meeting last month in response to the township’s inquiry about having the 
PFRD re-assume some of the coverage area that was taken away a few years ago.  He was 
very happy that the township is considering having Princeton Fire & Rescue protection for their 
area.  It even went as far as a board member making a motion.  The motion did not pass for 
lack of a second.  Roxbury believes the township still has time to move ahead with this at their 
November meeting.  Roxbury will report back with their final decision.     
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 3.  Halloween Update - Chief Roxbury reported that the department did their annual 
Halloween haunted house and had approximately 1,000 people that went through it.  It is always 
very well received by the public and the department enjoys putting it on.  The setup and take 
down went very smoothly.   
 

Roxbury also wanted to comment that the two new department members are working out very 
well and have been now been issued their pagers.   
 

Roxbury is going to Isanti next week to participate in their rural water shuttle test for ISO. 
 

The FEMA funds have been received from summer storms.   
 

Some of the extra hoses and pagers that were purchased by the city from the St. Paul FD and 
that we’re selling to other fire departments have not been picked up yet.   
 

The 800 MHz Radio system is up and running but North Ambulance is not set up with inner 
operative compatibility so the department has to contact the Mille Lacs County dispatcher and 
have them call North Ambulance.  Roxbury has been talking to the new person in charge of 
Mille Lacs County Dispatch about getting the system inner operative.  Roxbury attended a 
Sherburne County Chiefs meeting and they noted they are having the same problem with Gold 
Cross Ambulance. 
   

Otherwise, the department has been making sure they’re ready for winter.  The department 
members have also been going to various schools and have given presentations.  Roxbury has 
heard positive feedbacks on those presentations.    
 
5.  Old Business 
 

     A.  Public Safety Building - Chief Roxbury advised that there is nothing new regarding a 
new public safety building.  The Mayor is working on a plan for a more realistic price and a 
building design concept.   
 
6.  New Business -  None 
 
7.  Next Meeting  & Agenda:  December 6, 2011 
 

The Fire Advisory Board was advised that the PFRD’s Annual Meeting is also on Tuesday, De-
cember 6th so they agreed to start their December meeting early…at 6:30 P.M. 
 
8.  Adjourn – There being no further business: 
 

NELSON MOVED TO ADJOURN.  STOECKEL SECONDED THE MOTION.  THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 7:43 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Mary Lou DeWitt, Acting Secretary 
 

 


