
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 

NOVEMBER 14, 2013 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
***************************************************************************************************** 
Mayor Paul Whitcomb called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Council members present were, Dick Dobson, Thom Walker and Jules Zimmer. Staff present, 
Administrator Mark Karnowski, Finance Director Steve Jackson, Community Development Di-
rector Carie Fuhrman, Police Chief Brian Payne, Liquor Store Manager Nancy Campbell, Clerk 
Shawna Jenkins, Attorneys Dick Schieffer and Damien Toman, and Engineer Mike Nielson. Ab-
sent was Victoria Hallin. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
None 
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
 
 A.   Regular Meeting Minutes of October 24, 2013 
       
WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF OCTOBER 
24, 2013. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
A. Permits and Licenses  
 1. Extension of fireworks permit for Walmart for New Years Eve sales 
B. Personnel 
 1. Public Works 
  a. Bob Gerold Step 7 Increase effective 11/29/13 
  b. Approval to hire Stephen Schneider for GMII effective 11/15/13 at Step 2,  
  $20.13 per hour 
C. Donations / Designations 
  
WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MO-
TION.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
OPEN FORUM  
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
  
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
  
A.  PAVC minutes of October 14, 2013 
B.  PAVC minutes of October 28, 2013 
C.  EDA Minutes of October 17, 2013 
D.  Parks and Recreation minutes of October 28, 2013 
 
  
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Timber Trails Presentation – Heidi Piper 
 

Piper reported on Timber Trails transit. They received expansion funds this year, and they 
have been able to add another route and they plan to further expand next year when they 
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will be getting more funds. Next year, they will be working with the DAC to pick up local resi-
dents.  

 
Second route next year will be serving the DAC clients to Milaca and return to Princeton. 
When MnDOT reviews them they look at the number of riders per hour. So, stops where 
they pick up a larger number of riders is a big help. For the third time, they are looking at 
another big increase in riders.  

 
Timber trails has 3 services, public transit, access for medical assistance, and veterans 
transit service.  
 
She wanted to come and ask if the council would be interested in installing a bench in an 
area that could be used as a bus stop for Timber Trails. Whitcomb asked Gerold if he has 
any ideas of a good location. Gerold suggested the north mall, so if the weather was bad 
they could wait inside.  
 
 

B.  Kevin Gerrard water and sewer request 
 

Gerrard stated there are still some fees he has questions about regarding the Legal and En-
gineering costs. He still has some questions that he wants answered so he is questioning 
whether the fees could be increased slightly to cover the additional future costs. Whitcomb 
stated he is already concerned about how long Gerrard’s project is taking, and thought it 
was all ironed out. Gerrard claims there are some things that happened that have taken ex-
tra time, such as a charge for a locate fee from Gopher State.  
 
Karnowski added that the “locate” fee that Gerrard is referring to is not from a Gopher One 
call, it was a fee for the city engineer to come out and do some additional work. 
  
Walker questioned whether this project will still be able to be done this fall because of all the 
delays. 
 
Whitcomb said he feels staff has bent over backwards to get this project done. He agrees 
with Walker and said if the Gerrard’s do not sign the necessary assessment waiver by the 
end of the month, he feels discounted SAC and WAC fee deal is off the table.  
 

WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 13-57 APPROVING CONSTRUCTION CON-
TRACT FOR THE GERRARD PROPERTY. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MO-
TION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS  
 
A. Resolution 13-55 certifying past due utility bills to 2014 property taxes 
 

Karnowski stated that as the city does every year, the past due utility bills are certified to the 
county to be collected via property tax. 

 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 13-55 APPROVING THE PAST DUE UTILITY 
BILLS TO BE CERTIFIED TO 2014 PROPERTY TAXES. WALKER SECONDED THE MO-
TION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
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B. Resolution 13-57 approving construction contract for Gerrard Property 

 
Motion made and approved after Gerrard’s request above 
 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. Stream bank Stabilization - Acceptance and Final Change Order 
 

Karnowski reported that the Council needs to accept the completion of the Stream bank 
Stabilization and to approve the final change order.  
 
Nielson said this change order is just setting the final price, which a reduction of $11,875.50.  
 

WALKER MOVED APPROVE RESOLUTION 13-54 ACCEPTING THE COMPLETION OF THE 
STREAMBANK STABILIZATION. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CAR-
RIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE FINAL CHANGE ORDER OF $11,875.50 REDUCTION 
AND FINAL PAYMENT OF $12,459.98. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 

B. Dump Site Clean-up grant 
 

Karnowski reported that a proposed agreement has been drafted by the city attorney, be-
tween the City and RP Properties, LLC to finalize and close out the grant the city received to 
assist Thousand Acres and RP Properties in cleaning up the old dump site. Originally the 
dump site was outside the city but currently in the northwest quadrant of the city. 
 
A motion to authorize the document to be signed and authorize the payment as noted is 
recommended.  
 

DOBSON MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE DOCUMENT TO BE SIGNED AND THE PAYMENT 
OF $10,000. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
Walker asked if this will satisfy the MPCA. Karnowski responded that as soon as the final 
document is recorded, a “Letter of No Further Action” will be generated by the state.  
 

    
C.  Walmart Escrow Release 
  

Fuhrman stated that the City Engineer has reviewed the remaining required items for 
Walmart to complete and has concluded the items have been addressed. City staff recom-
mends that the City Council release the remaining escrow to Walmart. 
 

WALKER MOVED APPROVE THE RELEASE WALMART’S ESCROW. ZIMMER SECONDED 
THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 



Princeton City Council Minutes  
November 14, 2013 
Page 4 
 
 
 
A. Chris Klinghagen promotion 
 

Karnowski reported that the City hired Chris Klinghagen on June 23rd of 2011 to work at our 
WWTP.   
 
At that time, Klinghagen had a Class “D” Wastewater License and had done internships at 
treatment facilities in Pequot Lakes and Brainerd.  When the City hired him, he was hired 
away from Peoples Service, Inc. where he’d been doing work at various community Waste 
Water Treatment Plants.  
 
Last month, Klinghagen took and passed the ‘Class A Wastewater Treatment Plant License’ 
test on his first try.  That in itself is quite a feat in that about 60% of the people who take that 
test do not pass it the first time they take it. 
 
Since the WWTP has been operational, the city has hired other operators with a Class A li-
cense to oversee the work at the plant.  Now that Klinghagen has that license, the city can 
discontinue the practice of having to have an outside Class A licensee assigned to the plant. 
 
Klinghagen is an exceptionally bright guy who has taken an ownership-like interest in the 
operation of the city’s plant.  Even some of our consulting engineers, after working with 
Klinghagen, can’t say enough about his skills and understanding of how the plant works and 
functions.  He has really been an asset to the city. 
 
Accordingly the staff recommendation is to promote Klinghagen from a General Mainte-
nance II position to Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager effective Friday, November 22nd, 
which is the date the current consulting operator’s contract expires. 
 
Staff is still researching an appropriate pay range for that position, but currently recom-
mends that since Klinghagen’s Class A license is ‘conditional’ for the next 2 years, that his 
pay (currently at grade 7 as a General Maintenance II employee) be set at grade 8 (the 
same Public Works Supervisor) and at the Step 3 ($48,695/yr.) level.  Then, when his Class 
A permit loses its ‘conditional’ status, then he would go to a grade 9 (the same as Sergeant 
and Liquor Store Manager) and begin at the Step 3 level.  Note that, if our research indi-
cates a need for a salary adjustment, then a modified recommendation will be presented to 
the Council. 
 
If the Council agrees, a motion to adopt the attached Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager 
Job Description and promote Chris Klinghagen to fill that position at an annual salary of 
$48,695 (to be taken out of the Sewer Fund) would be in order.  

 

ZIMMER MOVED TO ADOPT THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT MANAGER JOB 
DESCRIPTION AND PROMOTE CHRIS KLINGHAGEN TO WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
PLANT MANAGER. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANI-
MOUSLY  
 
 
B. Mille Lacs County Communication Grant Consideration 
 
Karnowski stated Agreement is for the 800 MHz radios that are in use by the County and City.  
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ZIMMER MOVED APPROVE RESOLUTION 13-53 APPROVING A COMMUNCAITONS SUB-
SCRIBER AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE MILLE LACS COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
AND THE CITY OF PRINCETON. WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CAR-
RIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
C. MnDOT Box Plow Grant Consideration 
 

Karnowski stated that the there is a proposed grant agreement between the city and 
MnDOT Aeronautics to purchase a box plow to remove snow from the hangar areas of the 
city airport. 
 
For years the City’s current equipment has plowed snow and tore up both asphalt and turf 
resulting in the city having to do significant repairs each spring.   
 
The use of this equipment should minimize that damage.  The grant splits the cost with the 
state paying 2/3 and the city paying 1/3 of the plow’s cost.  The city share would be 
$3,409.54. 
 
A motion to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the grant agreement is recommended. 

 
WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLTUION 13-56 AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF 
A MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTION GRANT AGREEMENT FOR AICRPORT 
IMPROVEMENT FOR A BOX PLOW. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
D. PUC Vacancy 
 

Karnowski reported that Public Utilities Commission member Ed Juntilla died this past Sun-
day.   Ed was not only on the PUC since 2005, but also served on the city’s Planning Com-
mission for about 14 years.  His passing is a huge loss for the city of Princeton. 
 
Commissioner’s Juntilla’s PUC term was to expire on December 31st of this year. 
 
In checking with the City Attorney to confirm what options the City Council has in appointing 
someone to fill the PUC vacancy.  The Council has several options: 
 

1. The Council could appoint a City Council Member to fill the vacancy. 
2. I believe it would be difficult for the Council to advertise and find a candidate to fill 

out the balance of Juntilla’s term before the PUC’s November 27th meeting.  But 
one could be appointed before the PUC’s December meeting (scheduled for the 
25th but moved to the 18th).   Still, if that were the choice, then the person ap-
pointed would only hold that post for 1 meeting. 

3. The Council can leave the post vacant for both the November and December 
meetings and advertise to appoint someone to fill the vacancy for the full three 
year term beginning on January 1, 2014. 

4. The Council could appoint someone to take the position for the full three year 
term and also appoint that same person to serve for the balance of 
2013…making them eligible to serve beginning with the December 18th meeting. 

 
He asked how the Council wanted to proceed. 
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ZIMMER MOVED TO APPOINT SOMEONE FOR THE FULL TERM AND FOR THE 
DECEMBER 18TH, 2013 PUC MEETING. WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
E.  Small Business Saturday 2013 Proclamation 
 

Karnowski stated that as done in the past, the city proclaims the Saturday after Thanksgiv-
ing as Small Business Saturday.  
 

DOBSON MOVED TO PROCLAIM SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH AS SMALL BUSINESS 
SATURDAY. WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 

F. Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Grant 
 

Fuhrman reported that staff recently became aware of a grant opportunity through federal 
transportation funds, called the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP).  The funding 
can be used for on and off-road trail facilities, among other items.  Staff is requesting the 
City Council consider using this opportunity to connect some of the trails in city limits, as 
seen on the attached map.  The trail could connect the Great Northern Trail portion (being 
paved next year) from the water treatment plant, north along Rum River Drive, under the 
169 overpass up to Coburn’s and to the existing sidewalk near Super America, and also 
west to connect to Fairview’s proposed walking path on their property, then north along the 
former railroad bed, and ultimately to the sidewalk near Mark Park.  This is all a part of the 
Park Board’s draft Comprehensive Park and Trail Plan.   
 
The project costs have been preliminarily estimated at $610,000.  A local match is required 
(80% Federal/20% State/Local), which would place the local match at approximately 
$122,000.  Staff has attempted to contact MnDOT staff for clarification of particulars with the 
grant, including whether in-kind contributions can be counted towards the match, if the 
match can be provided over multiple years, and so on.  At this time, we do know that the 
timeline for project development is three to four years. 
 
In order to be eligible, a Letter of Intent is required to be submitted tomorrow.  The reviewing 
agency will discuss the project with the applicant and either recommend or not recommend 
that the applicant proceed to the full TAP application (due February 1, 2014).  At this time, 
staff is requesting that the City Council approve submittal of a Letter of Intent.  If we are rec-
ommended to submit a full application, staff would be coming back in front of the City Coun-
cil to discuss match details.   
 

WALKER MOVED APPROVE THE SUBMITTAL OF A LETTER OF INTENT. DOBSON SE-
CONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
  
 
BILL LIST   
 
ZIMMER MOVED TO APPROVE THE BILL LIST WHICH INCLUDES THE MANUAL CHECKS 
AS LISTED ON THE MANUAL BILL LIST FOR A TOTAL OF $64,111.40 AND THE ITEMS 
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LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL LIST WHICH WILL BE 
CHECKS 68926 TO 69011 FOR A TOTAL OF $262,549.54. DOBSON SECONDED THE MO-
TION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business: 
    
DOBSON MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:52PM. ZIMMER SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
_________________________ 
Shawna Jenkins 
City Clerk 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________       
Paul Whitcomb, Mayor 


