
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON FIRE ADVISORY BOARD 
 HELD AT 7:00 P.M., ON DECEMBER 6, 2011, AT THE PRINCETON CITY HALL 

******************************************************************* 
1.  Call to Order – Chair Whitcomb called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  Those in atten-
dance included: 
 

Members present:      Staff Present: 
Paul Whitcomb, Chair City of Princeton  Jim Roxbury, Chief P.F.R.D.  
Steve Dolin   Greenbush Twsp.  Mark Karnowski, City Admin. 
Cathy Lundeen  Princeton Twsp.   
Gene Stoeckel  Princeton Twsp.   
Roger Nelson    Blue Hill Twsp.     
 
2.  Review/Consideration of October 4, 2011 Minutes 
NELSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 1, 2011 MEETING AS 
PRESENTED.  STOECKEL SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CAR-
RIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
3.  Agenda Additions/Deletions –  None 
 
4.  Reports: 
 

     A.  Run Reports - Roxbury advised that the department handled 24 calls in November in-
cluding an airplane crash four grass fires and a couple of apartment fires. In 2010, the PFRD 
responded to a total of 217 calls and, as of December 1st, the PFRD has responded to 231 calls 
this year. 
 

     B.  Department Update – Jim Roxbury 
 

          1.  Grants - Chief Roxbury said the Fire Act grant notices should start coming out in mid 
to late December.   
 

 2.  Spencer Brook and Santiago- Chief Roxbury reported there was nothing new to 
report in either area.   
 

 3.  Federal Safer Grant - Roxbury reported that the department would like to apply for a 
Federal “Safer” Grant to aid with the retention and hiring of firefighting personnel.  The applica-
tion process opens the end of December and stays open for 30 days.  It would include funding 
for recruitment incentives, etc.  The Board gave their tacit approval.     
 

 4.  Annual Meeting – Roxbury advised that the PFRD Relief Association’s annual meet-
ing and the PFRD elections will be held later that night.  He advised that Jason Baumunk and 
Ron Lawrence are up for re-election to their captain positions. 
 
5.  Old Business 
 

     A.  Public Safety Building - Roxbury advised that there has been one meeting of the Public 
Safety Building Committee and they will be meeting with an architect to come up with a basic 
preliminary floor plan on December 14th.    
 
6.  New Business 
 

A. Fire Truck – Roxbury handed around photos of a replacement tanker from the DNR on a 
100 year lease to replace the other DNR tanker being used at the Wyanett Sub-Station.  
It is a newer (1989) Navistar International 6x6 with a 2,000 tank.  It has about 7,600 
miles and 629 hours on it.  The value is 115,260, but the city can secure the truck by 
paying the shipping from out west (about $5,500).  Roxbury noted it is 24 years newer 
than the current DNR leased tanker. 
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Whitcomb inquired whether there were sufficient funds to cover the delivery cost and Roxbury 
noted that there were.  Roxbury noted that it will need lights but that they can reduce the up-
grades they’re planning for another tanker and then have the money to modify the DNR sup-
plied truck. 
 

Lundeen advised that Wyanett was in favor of securing the vehicle and would pay to make mod-
ifications to it which would also allow them to use it for dust control on the Township’s gravel 
streets.   
 

Roxbury noted that the DNR is anxious to find out if Princeton wants the truck because there 
are other departments who will take it if we don’t.   
 

STOECKEL MOVED TO AUTHORIZE ROXBURY TO GO LOOK AT THE VEHICLE AND< IF IT 
IS AS GOOD AS ADVERTISED, PURSUE SECURING THE VEHICLE.  DOLIN SECONDED 
THE MOTION.  ALL IN FAVOR, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Karnowski shared with the Board comments made by one of the part-time DNR firefighters who 
noted that, when the DNR comes on the site of a grass fire, they usually take over management 
of the fire…except in the case of the PFRD.  The DNR official noted the quality of Chief Roxbury 
and the PFRD firefighter and said they’re the only department that the DNR allows to manage a  
fire scene at which the area DNR assists.  
 
7.  Next Meeting  & Agenda:  December 6, 2011 
 

The Fire Advisory Board was advised that the January meeting includes elections.  Karnowski 
commented that the regular February meeting date is on political caucus night, so it will have to 
be moved or cancelled. 
 
8.  Adjourn – There being no further business: 
 

STOECKEL MOVED TO ADJOURN.  NELSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 7:o3 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Mark Karnowski, 
City Administrator  

 


