
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 

MARCH 13, 2013 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
***************************************************************************************************** 
Mayor Paul Whitcomb called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Council members present were, Thom Walker, Dick Dobson, Jules Zimmer and Victoria Hallin. 
Staff present, Administrator Mark Karnowski, Finance Director Steve Jackson, Police Chief Bri-
an Payne and Police Sergeant Joe Backlund, Community Development Director Carie Fuhr-
man, Clerk Shawna Jenkins, Attorneys Dick Schieffer and Damien Toven.  
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
None 
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
 

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of February 27, 2014 
B. Study Session Minutes of March 6, 2014 

       
WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 27, 
2014 AND THE STUDY SESSION MINUTES OF MARCH 6, 2014. DOBSON SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
A. Permits and Licenses  
B. Personnel 
C. Donations / Designations 
  
 
OPEN FORUM  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
  
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
  

A. Planning Commission minutes of February 18, 2014 
 B. PAVC minutes of February 24, 2014 
 C. Fire Board minutes of February 3, 2014 (revised)  
 D. EDA Board minutes of February 20, 2014 
  
  
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. Wine and Spirits Grant Request from the Princeton Lion’s 
 

Karnowski reported that the Princeton Lion’s are requesting 5 $20 gift certificates for their 
spring raffle fundraiser. 

 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE PRINCETON LION’S REQUEST FOR A TOTAL OF 5 
$20 GIFT CERTIFICATES TO BE USED FOR THEIR SPRING RAFFLE. DOBSON SECOND-
ED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 

B. School District Letter (Re: Officer Minks) 
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  Karnowski reported that the City Council has received a letter from the Princeton School Dis-
trict thanking Officer Eric Minks for his service on the School Board. 
 

 
C. Central MN Art Co-op request for Fiscal Agent 

 
Fuhrman reported that the Central MN Art Co-Op (CMAC) is requesting the City Council 
serve as the fiscal agent for an Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund (ACHF) Grant application to 
the East Central Regional Arts Council (ECRAC). 
 
A local organization that does not have non-profit status can apply through a fiscal agent 
that qualifies, such as a local unit of government. The CMAC has applied for their non-profit 
status and was hoping to receive their status by now, but was recently made aware from the 
IRS that it could take several more months. As fiscal agent, the City would apply to the Re-
gional Arts Council on behalf of the CMAC, meaning the City would sign the application, 
grant contract (if awarded), and the Request for Payment. The city would be legally respon-
sible for the project and proper management of grant funds and must enter into a formal 
written agreement with the CMAC. 

 
Here are the grant request details: 
• Grant Deadline: April 1st 

• Project Start Date: July 15th, 2014 
• Grant Type: Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund (ACHF) Grant through the ECRAC 
• Dollar Amount Requested: Estimated around $10,000 (still waiting for a few quotes) 
• Project Description: Paint a Mural on the north wall of the CMAC building to allow for 

Community Movie Nights. The grant would pay for the artist’s time, supplies/materials, 
and a potential boom truck rental. The grant would also be used to help publicize the 
CMAC grand opening. 

 
On the North wall of the CMAC building, local artist Amy Cunningham will be working 
with area ALC Youth, CMAC Art Monkeys (teen group), and Princeton High School Art 
Club to complete a nostalgic wall mural of pre-1950s cars at a drive-in theatre. The pro-
jection screen pictured in the painting will be an actual working screen in which movies/ 
film festivals can be projected. In the first year, CMAC predicts this will only be a walk-in 
movie venue, but with the help of WQPM, broadcast capabilities are being discussed 
presently by smartphone devices and WiFi. Movie nights will be free to the community.  
 
The Co-op has researched access to numerous free viewing materials.CMAC would al-
so start regional juried film festivals which would be hosted here. The Art Co-op hopes to 
open a small concession stand with help from the Coffee Corner, K-Bob Cafe and Bak-
ing You Happy, which will help cover the costs associated with the theatre.Other reve-
nue generating avenues for general maintenance of the theatre will be gained from do-
nations, film festival entry fees and occasional sponsorships for special events. 
 
On the weekend of August 7-8th, CMAC would like to host a formal Grand Opening of 
the Art Co-op. This opening would be kicked off with a Movie Night at the new theatre. 
WHY? People are looking to relive nostalgic experiences … especially Grandparents 
with their grandchildren. Our community is looking for “things” to do on a limited budget. 
We think this project could bring statewide recognition to the City of Princeton and we 
hope it’s only the beginning for good “experiences” that the Central Minnesota Art Co-op 
can bring to the City of Princeton. 
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We’re hoping after this project is done, we SHOULD have our Non-Profit status … in the 
meantime, your assistance would help us keep our present momentum. I would gladly 
meet with whoever/whenever to formally present the project and costs. ECRAC has 
guaranteed us that being a fiscal agent would have no negative effect on the City’s im-
pact to receive grants. The City’s responsibly would be to “babysit” CMAC's grant fulfill-
ment process in which we would provide full reports as requested. We apologize for the 
short notice … We have a letter from the IRS stating a 90-day wait period, which would 
have meant an approval date of March 2nd. In further discussions, it appears that new 
regulations and the government shutdown has affected the process more than they pre-
viously anticipated. 

 
The CMAC is requesting the City Council agree to serve as the fiscal agent for the ECRAC 
Grant, which includes entering into a Fiscal Agent Agreement with the CMAC. The City At-
torney is reviewing the Fiscal Agent Agreement that is required, as well as insurance re-
quirements. 
 
Hallin asked if the city receives the grant funding and is responsible for the project going 
forward. Fuhrman responded that the city would enter into an agreement with the Art Co-op 
and Attorney Schieffer is reviewing that agreement. Hallin asked if it is match grant, or fully 
funded. Wendy Bursch from the Co-op responded that it requires a 10% match, so they will 
need to contribute $1000.  
 
Walker asked if this facilitating this grant will take a lot of time from City Staff. Fuhrman re-
sponded that the application is complete, so not a lot. The city attorney will review it and 
there will be some time for Finance to process the checks. Dobson said this is a nice asset 
to the community and he is in favor of this as long as it does not take up too much staff time.  

 
DOBSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR THE CITY TO BE THE FISCAL 
AGENT FOR THE CENTRAL MN ART CO-OP’S GRANT REQUEST. WALKER SECONDED 
THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS  
 

 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  

A. 13th Avenue Discussion 
 

Karnowski apologized that Engineer Nielson was called out of town and was not able to be 
present at the meeting this evening.  
 
At the study session last Thursday, the Council was advised that the PUC is interested in 
doing a water project that would improve the fire flow in the area of 13th Avenue by both in-
creasing the pipe size of the water system and looping the water lines to improve the flow.   
 
The PUC asked if the city would be interested in collaborating on the project if there was al-
so a need to replace sewer lines in that area and/or improve the driving surface of 13th Ave-
nue.  
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Last Thursday’s discussion centered around improving the public safety by making sure the 
fire flow of water to that area would be adequate.  There was also discussion that the im-
provement of the water service in that area would enhance the attractiveness of the Arcadi-
an Homes building site. 
 
It was noted that the city’s Comp Plan shows 13th Avenue as a major collector street con-
necting 1st Street with TH95.  It was also noted that MnDOT supports that concept because 
they want the intersection of West Branch Street with TH95 to be abandoned because it is 
too close to the TH169 ramps to and from TH95.  
 
That resulted in a discussion about whether the city should undertake a full re-construction 
of 13th Avenue (including curb, gutter and sidewalk) at this point or just allow the PUC to tear 
up half the street, replace the blacktop/sealcoat and then do an overlay of the entire street at 
its current width. 
 
There was also discussion about whether, as a policy, the city should generally pursue the 
installation of curb and gutter or whether the city should  purposefully not install curb and 
gutter to avoid having the future expense of having to treat storm water runoff.  It was noted 
that, because of the city’s sandy soils, storm water currently runs off the streets and is ab-
sorbed in the ground.  There is a concern that, in the spring when the ground is still frozen, 
that there are drainage issues in those areas without curb and gutter. 
 
It was also noted that the city is on the cusp of having the population necessary (5,000) to 
qualify for getting State Aid Road funding and that if the improvement of 13th Avenue was 
put off that those State Aid funds might be used rather than rely on assessments and gen-
eral fund money. 
 
The Council opted to invite the residents of the 13th Avenue in (via a face book invite) and 
get their opinion about whether they’d prefer a complete re-build of 13th Avenue or just re-
turn it to its current width without curb and gutter.  
 
The face book invitation read as follows: 

 
As part of their agenda this coming Thursday evening (March 13th) the City Council will 
be discussing the possibility of rebuilding 13th Avenue to be wider and by add curb and 
gutter.  While there is no project actually pending, the Council would like to get feedback 
from the folks who live in that area.  If you'd like to learn more and offer your opinion, 
you're encouraged to attend.   The meeting starts at 7 PM in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall (705 2nd Street North). 

 

Walker stated the council wanted to ask the area residents how they felt about the possible 
options. He added that if the council did not decide to do the repair in conjunction with 
PUC’s water looping, the road could end up being torn up twice 
 
Joseph Hancuch, 402 13th Avenue North said there is no question that 13th Avenue does 
need some level of reconstruction. He has lived at this address for 23 years. He thinks put-
ting it on Facebook was a nice gesture, but not a lot of people access that.   
 
He said he looks at it as 3 different items and said he has a few different suggestions:  

1. Abandon the intersection of West Branch with Highway 95, and use 21st Avenue 
as the City’s major north south collector and connector road 
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2. Treat economic development of the former Arcadian Homes property as a sepa-
rate issue and only replace water mains on 13th avenue if absolutely necessary 

3. He personally supports a feasibility study and cost analysis to compare all op-
tions, installation of curb and gutter, but he is not in favor of sidewalks due to the 
limited space. 

 
Dale Dunham, 105 13th Avenue North agrees with Hancuch. He does feel the water looping 
is necessary. He speaks from experience working for the PUC and he has very poor water 
pressure at his home, so it is a safety issue. He has always been in favor of curb and gutter, 
but is also against sidewalks. If the city does decide to put in sidewalks, he suggested that 
City be responsible for plowing them like they do on First Street.  
 
Dick Reckinger, 205 13th Avenue North said he is also not in favor of sidewalks.  
 
Brian Door, said he is on the corner of 13th Avenue and 5th Street asked if the West Branch 
exit will be closed. Whitcomb responded that will be determined by MnDOT. Door stated that 
there is already a lot of traffic and school bus stops. He feels widening 13th Avenue would be 
a disservice to the neighborhood.  
 
Whitcomb thanked the residents for their comments. Dobson said he also appreciated them 
taking the time to come to the meeting tonight. The council has some time to do their own 
research and further talk to residents to get their thoughts. He would like to continue the dis-
cussion at the April 10th Study Session. 
 
Walker stated Door had suggested closing down West Branch and questioned if another en-
trance to Highway 95 would be needed. Payne responded that even with the West Branch 
entrance, they still see some vehicles that go through the ditch to Highway 95. He said hav-
ing that entrance to and from Highway 95 is very helpful to the police department.  
 
A resident said she has also seen the ambulance use that entrance. Hallin added that she 
has seen some school buses come in that way as well.  
 
Zimmer asked when West Branch was opened. Whitcomb stated it has been there a while, 
and it used to be just a dirt road that ran back to Hatch’s property. He asked for confirmation 
from the residents in attendance if they were mostly in favor of curb and gutter. Karnowski 
said in his experience the narrowest street he has seen with curb and gutter was on a 24 
foot street, but then it is usually posted as “No Parking”. He stated while he is not an engi-
neer, his experience is a 32 foot street curb to curb is fairly standard, but that would need to 
be confirmed with the City’s Engineer. 
 
Hallin commented that there is a water pressure issue that can affect the safety of some of 
the residents, so something does need to be done. Walker added that the route for the wa-
ter looping is not set in stone, so it may vary slightly.  
 
Hancuch said he was not aware of the water pressure issue, and now that he is, it seems 
like a win-win situation for both the safety of those residents and future development of the 
Arcadian homes site.  
 
Door asked why 13th Avenue South is identified as a major north south collector road. Fuhr-
man replied that it was identified as such in the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update.  
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Karnowski added that the water improvement is a PUC decision and not a Council decision. 
The PUC has asked the council if they were looking at any road repairs or reconstructing 
since they will need to tear the street up to do the waterlooping. The PUC will likely be as-
sessing some costs to the properties that will benefit from the water pressure.  
 
Walker stated it was his motion to put a comment about tonight’s meeting on the Facebook 
page. His thought was even if only one person saw it, they would spread the word to others. 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. MCES Agreement Amendment 
 

Karnowski reported that the city has been advised by the Metropolitan Council’s Environ-
mental Services (MCES) department that their new MPCA wastewater permit is being modi-
fied such that their allowable phosphorus discharge will be reduced. 
 
The MCES is the organization with whom the city has a phosphorus trade agreement which 
allowed us to open our WWTP before we had all of our phosphorus abatement processes in 
place. 
 
As part of that phosphorus abatement program, the city is doing some erosion control pro-
jects on the Rum River to reduce the amount of non-point phosphorus that pollutes the river.   
 
The city has completed three of those projects and was on schedule to complete the fourth 
and final one last year.  But the property owner upon whose land we will be working, re-
quested a postponement because they were in the process of transferring the property.   
 
The city agreed to hold off doing that final project until this summer.  That postponement 
meant that we would need to extend the date of our agreement with the MCES.  The MCES 
has agreed to extend the date of our agreement with them and a copy of that amendment is 
attached for your consideration. 
 
Staff recommends that the Council approve the amendment and authorize that it be signed 
and a copy returned to the MCES. 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENT AND AUTHORIZE IT BE SIGNED AND 
RETURNED TO METROPOLITAN COUNCIL’S ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPART-
MENT. DOBSON SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 
BILL LIST   
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE BILL LIST WHICH INCLUDES THE MANUAL CHECKS 
AS LISTED ON THE MANUAL BILL LIST FOR A TOTAL OF $72,562.70 AND THE ITEMS 
LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL LIST WHICH WILL BE 
CHECKS 69620 TO 69696 FOR A TOTAL OF $228,036.86. SECONDED THE MOTION. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
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ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business: 
  
 
HALLIN MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:42 pm. DOBSON SECONDED THE MO-
TION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
_________________________ 
Shawna Jenkins 
City Clerk 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________       
Paul Whitcomb, Mayor 


