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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON
MARCH 26, 2015 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

*****************************************************************************************************
Mayor Paul Whitcomb called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council members present were, Thom Walker, Victoria Hallin and Jules Zimmer. Staff present, Administrator Mark Karnowski, Finance Director Steve Jackson, Community Development Director Jolene Foss, Police Chief Todd Frederick, Public Works Director Bob Gerold, Clerk Shawna Jenkins, Engineer Mike Nielson and Attorney Damien Toven. Absent was Dick Dobson, 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS

None
Presentation from Winter Knights Snowmobile Club – donation to the Police and Fire

The Winter Knights Snowmobile Club is one of the clubs that put on the big Grass Drags Event that is held in the fall.  The clubs put that money back into the trail systems. In their case, they do not have any trails they maintain, so they donate to groups for Winter Rescue. This year they are donating $1000 to both the Fire and Police Department. The Fire Department is looking for cold suits and the Police for a new AED. 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of March 12, 2015
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 12, 2015. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
CONSENT AGENDA 

A.
Permits and Licenses 
B.
Personnel

1. Fire Department resignation of Keith Young effective March 17, 2015
C.
Donations / Designations
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

OPEN FORUM 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES

A.
Airport Advisory Board Minutes of February 2, 2015

B.
Fire Advisory Board Minutes of March 3, 2015


C. 
Park Board Minutes of March 23, 2015
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS

A.
Wine and Spirits Grant Request Princeton Youth Scholarship Foundation
Karnowski reported that this was tabled at the last meeting to determine if this is something we can contribute a grant for. This grant request was for a donation to a specific person instead of a scholarship fund. His concern is that a precedence could be set if this was approved. It may be difficult to approve a grant for one and not another. 
Hallin agreed and that she would prefer that a grant help an entire community and not just one person.  
Walker added he would feel better granting a request for the Princeton Scholarship Fund as a whole instead of one person. He said he could maybe approve one if it was for a person that was going to school to be a Civil Engineer or for a degree in Municipal government, but he is not in favor of this particular request. 

HALLIN MOVED TO DENY THE WINE AND SPIRITS GRANT REQUEST FOR THE PRINCETON SCHOLARSHIP. WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 


A.
Resolution 15-12 – approving plans and specs for West Branch Project
Nielson advised that this Resolution is approving the plans and specifications and ordering the advertisement for bids for the West Branch Street Roadway and Utility Improvements.
Hallin asked Nielson if he is also working closely with PUC. Nielson replied he was.
Walker asked if the same contractor would be doing the sewer and water lines. Nielson responded that yes, it would be the same contractor.  

Walker questioned if there was any fiber optic in that street. Nielson did not believe there was. Foss added that she did an informal survey and believes there may be some on the north side of West Branch. She stated that there is a lot more in the City than one would think.
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 15-12 APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR THE WEST BRANCH ROADWAY AND UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 


B.
Resolution 15-13 – approving road closures for 2015 events
Karnowski advised that as the Council does every year, a resolution needs to be passed and forwarded to the County for approval to close the necessary roads for several 2015 events.
ZIMMER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 15-13 APPROVING THE ROAD CLOSURES FOR VARIOUS 2015 EVENTS. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

C.
Ordinance 716 – Kennel Moratorium – FIRST READING
Karnowski reported that there is some conflicting information in the City’s ordinances in regard to kennels. Staff is looking for the moratorium to be passed and they will do some research on kennels and bring their findings back to the council. 
WALKER MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 716 ESTABLISHING A MORATORIUM PROHIBITING THE ISSUANCE OF CONDITIONAL USE OR INTERM USE PERMITS FOR THE OPERATION OF A KENNEL. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.
Pay Estimate #5/Final for $34,405.80 for the Pond Decommissioning
Karnowski advised that staff has not received the Pay Estimate #5/ Final for the Pond Decommissioning. The Council has approved the last change order and certified it was final at a recent meeting. 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE PAY ESTIMATE #5 AND FINAL FOR $34,405.80 PAYMENT TO DRT BIOSOLIDS FOR THE POND DECOMMISSIONING. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MOTION. 
Walker asked if this final dollar amount is correct as it does not note the recently approved Change Order. Nielson replied that this does not identify the recent change order, but the dollar figure is the correct amount.  

THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

NEW BUSINESS
A. National Donate Life Month Proclamation
Karnowski reported that April is National Donate Life Month. 
Whitcomb said while at the University today, he met one person that had a lung transplant and another that had a heart transplant. One of them is going to actually go to Wadena and raise a donate life flag with the mother of the person who donated. 
HALLIN MOVED TO PROCLAIM APRIL AS NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


B.
City Newsletter
Karnowski reported that several years ago, when the State was reducing the amount of LGA funding we received, the city discontinued publishing a City Newsletter as budget reducing measure.  

Subsequently, with the popularity of Facebook and the availability of the city website, those two forms of communication seemed to provide citizen updates for city issues.

While the City still uses Facebook and the City website, there still appears to be a need for a city newsletter.

Karnowski stated he has been working with Connie Wangen at the PUC and she’s agreed to allow the city to insert a one-page (2 sided) city newsletter in with the utility bills three times a year beginning in June. 

So the city’s only out-of-pocket cost will be in the actual printing of the newsletter.  Again the first issue will be included in the June bills and will be followed by newsletters in October and February. 

Karnowski asked if the Council was okay with that proposal. The Council all stated they were in favor of a newsletter.
C.
CUP Amendment for Princeton Speedway
Foss advised that Princeton Speedway, Inc. has requested an amendment to PC Resolution#02-13 for an extension of the 11:00 P.M. curfew to 11:30 P.M. on approximately eight race nights of the racing schedule at Princeton Speedway in an A-2 Agricultural District at 1400 3rd Street North (Mille Lacs County Fairgrounds).

The Sprint Car Races are scheduled on these specific nights.  Due to the increased possibility of unforeseen complications involving the Sprint Cars, Princeton Speedway, Inc is proactively requesting the extension.  They have stated that they “intend to do everything in our physical powers to meet the intended 11 pm curfew not only on the regular race nights but also for the 8 nights in question”.  This is a precautionary effort, in that they are not planning on racing until 11:30, but are aware they may not be completely finished by 11P.M.

A resolution authorizing a Conditional Use Permit for an extended curfew until 11:30 pm on approximately 8 night was approved by the Planning Commission. 
Subsection 3.B of Chapter IV outlines the standards for review of a Conditional Use Permit:

1. The proposed use does not violate the health, safety, or general welfare of Princeton residents.

Comment: No characteristics of the proposed use appear that they may violate the health, safety or general welfare of the Princeton residents.
2. The proposed use has been reviewed and approved by the City Engineer in regards to erosion, runoff, water pollution and sedimentation.

Comment: The proposed use will have no significant effect in regards to erosion, runoff, water pollution and sedimentation.
3. Adequate parking and loading is provided in compliance with the Ordinance.

Comment:  Adequate parking and loading design is in compliance with the ordinance.
4. Possible traffic generation and access problems have been addressed.

Comment:  The proposed use appears to have no negative impact on traffic generation or accessibility.
5. The proposed use can be accommodated with existing public services and will not overburden the city’s service capacity.

Comment: The proposed use can be accommodated with existing public services and will not overburden the city’s service capacity.
6. The proposed use conforms to the City’s Comprehensive Plan and is comparable with present and future land uses of the area.

Comment: The proposed use conforms to the City’s Comprehensive Plan and is comparable with present and future land uses of the area.

Upon review of the conditional use permit request, staff recommended to the Planning Commission that the permit be granted with the following conditions:

1. Friday night races shall end by 11:00 P.M.

2. No more than two races per season may be regularly scheduled for non-                      Friday dates.

3. Wednesday Night rain date races shall end by 10:00 P.M.

4. No Wednesday night rain date races allowed during the regular school year.

5. No more than two Wednesday night rain dates allowed per month in June, July and August (6 per summer).

6. No more than one non-Wednesday rain date may occur per season.

And the addition of:

7. Extension of the 11:00 P.M. curfew until 11:30 P.M. on 8 specific scheduled race nights.
8. A mid season review be conducted after July 3rd race week. 

9. The Planning Commission shall review the race schedule after the 2015 racing season.

Hallin said she understands this is a Planning Commission decision, but believes it violates our nuisances relating to noises. Toven responded that in Section 655.014 of the Noise Ordinance, it identifies exceptions to that 11pm time for the Chamber events, Fairgrounds and Speedway. 
Mary Beth Cripe stated she is the new promoter and Cliff Sasker is the new owner. Sasker could not attend the meeting this evening. One of the things they have done, is put some things in place to try and keep the noise levels down. She added that they do not want to run past 11pm and would actually like to get out of there by 10:30pm. They want to work with the neighbors and do their best in keeping noise levels down and get done at a decent time. 

Whitcomb said he understands this is a Planning Commission decision, but added that if the races do go over, the Council and staff are those that will get the grief from residents. Zimmer asked if the neighbors were notified of the Public Hearing that was held. Foss replied that those properties that are within 350 feet of the race track received a notice in the mail. Karnowski added that the Public Hearing Notice is also placed in the official newspaper.
Zimmer questioned why the races used to be required to end by 10pm.  Hallin asked if the races could start earlier. Foss responded that staff and the Commission discussed that, but most racers have FT jobs and cannot get here any earlier. 

Karnowski stated that he does not recall that it was required for them to be done by 10pm, but believes he may have been some sort of verbal agreement. He added that it has only been the last few years that it is under an actual agreement for time. 

Walker added that he is happy to hear Cripe say they are going to do their best to get done on time. He suggested emailing city staff to give them an update on times they finish, so staff and the Council has that information if people do complain. 
Cripe replied that she has managed the Sauk Center and Fergus Falls race tracks and she is more than happy to keep in touch with the Staff and the Council. She added that Princeton is the oldest continuing running race track in Minnesota. 

Hallin said she does support the race track, and it is wonderful to have so many wonderful assets in the community. 
Cripe stated she hopes this year is even better and that they can bring even more business to the community.

MISCELLANEOUS
BILL LIST  
HALLIN ZIMMER MOVED TO APPROVE THE BILL LIST WHICH INCLUDES THE MANUAL CHECKS AS LISTED ON THE MANUAL BILL LIST FOR A TOTAL OF $163,404.33 AND THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL LIST WHICH WILL BE CHECKS 71612 TO 71657 FOR A TOTAL OF $117,808.62. ZIMMER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business:

ZIMMER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:37pm. WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
Respectfully Submitted,
_________________________
Shawna Jenkins
City Clerk
ATTEST:

________________________







Paul Whitcomb, Mayor
