
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Princeton Parks & Recreation Board 

Held on February 28, 2011, in the Chambers of City Hall 
 

Chairperson Blake Broding called the meeting to order at 6:30. Members present were: Bob Beattie, Blake Broding, 
Mary Chapman, Todd Frederick, Cheryl Goetz, Scott Suhsen and Carla Vita. Also present were Bob Gerold and Dick 
Dobson. 
 

Minutes for January 24, 2011, Meeting 
Chapman made a motion to approve the January 24, 2011, minutes. Goetz seconded the motion. There being no 
further discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Mark Park: 
There was discussion about the benches honoring Mark Schneider at both Mark Park and Pioneer Park. Frederick had 
the task to look at designs and said that the only appropriate design for a bench at Mark Park would be one that 
matched the benches there as that was something that Schneider had always been concerned for. Everyone was in 
agreement with that. The bench for Pioneer Park should be left to the Schneider family, especially since the board has 
the understanding that the family is going to pay for that bench. 
 
There was further discussion as to how to place or attach a plaque. Broding suggested a post with the plaque at the top 
in a fashion similar to what was done for Ed Kingsley. This was agreed upon. Gerold said this would make it easy to 
move and replant when the terrace by the splash park is redone. 
 

The next subject was the verbiage to place on the plaque. Gerold had put something together that was reviewed by 
everyone. Goetz made a motion to approve a plaque with the wording as Gerold had put together. Chapman seconded 
the motion. There being no further discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. Chapman mentioned that 
the chamber might be able to help with the plaque. 
 

Lind Property: 
Gerold reported that the Lind property purchase was completed but when they entered the property after it was 
abandoned by the Linds it was found to have a lot of stuff to be removed yet. The family has agreed to take care of that. 
The council has moved to sell the house to be moved. 
 

Splash Park 
We discussed the admission fee to the splash park. There was general reluctance to raise the admission fee since we 
had just raised the rates last year. The profitability of the splash park was discussed. We didn't make money last year 
on the splash park but the consensus was that the weather had a lot to do with that. Suhsen made a motion to leave the 
admission rates at what they were for last year. Frederick seconded the motion. There being no further discussion a 
vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Riverside Park 
Dobson reported that PAVC will be focusing on raising funds to cap the well, move two main water lines and remove the 
well house in Riverside Park. The engineers have estimated that it will cost $29,000 but that doesn't include any 
donated labor and / or machinery for the task. 
 

Rainbow Park: Nothing to report. 
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Riebe Park: 
There are no: No Snowmobile signs at the park but Gerold pointed out that plowing into the park to do so might 
encourage people to go in there. Goetz asked Suhsen if the Riebe Park sign would indicate the presence of the dog 
park. Suhsen thought that the main sign would only indicate the park was there and not what the park had like the disk 
golf course or the dog park. Goetz was concerned that people from outside the area passing thru would not know it was 
there. There was some discussion as to what could be done with no resolution. 
 

There was discussion about getting donations for a sign for the rules of the doggie park. Broding cautioned that he 
didn't want to see a sign sponsored by some businesses in the community with their names on it and other businesses 
might harbor bad feelings because they hadn't been asked. 
 

Dobson said that the stands for the doggie cleanup bags might be donated by the local pet store(s) if there was an 
agreement to buy their bags. Goetz asked about benches, bathrooms and such. Gerold reminded that anything like that 
would have to come from park dedication. 
 

Pioneer Park: 
Other than a few people calling Gerold about cross country skiing in the park there was nothing to discuss or report.  
 

Riverview Park / Archery Range: 
Chapman reported that  Bob Peters is no longer the president of the organization and all attempts to contact the 
organization has been unsuccessful. The board agreed to drop all concerns with the archery range unless we are 
approached.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Veteran's Park Christmas Tree: 
Gerold reported the local Ecumenical Society had asked about putting a Christmas tree in Veteran's Park each year. 
The tree might be brought in each year or a permanent one might be planted. Public Utilities has already offered to 
donate LED lights for the tree. Vita made a motion to approve having a Christmas tree in Veteran's Park each year. 
Chapman seconded the motion. There being no further discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. Vita 
asked if a thank you note could be written to Public Utilities. Gerold offered to have city staff do that. 
 

Regional Trails Plan (4 R Board): 
The park board had received a copy of the regional trail plan map with their meeting agenda and briefly discussed the 
map. Dobson and Suhsen answered a couple questions regarding the purpose of the map and plan (to coordinate plans 
and efforts between the participating entities).  
 

Park Improvement Fund: 
The park board had received a copy of the park improvements fund as well and reviewed that. There was concern 
whether the Sterling Addition park dedication was part of the fund as presented because it didn't seem to add up with 
what had been discussed last fall. 
 

Solheim Field Update: 
Beattie reported that the organization that is taking charge of operation of Solheim Field has met a few times and has 
put together and introduced a budget to Mark Karnowski. Public Works gave them a reduced rate for their water and the 
organization might also ask the city for additional breaks. Frederick expressed concern that there be oversight of the 
organization so that there isn't problems; he asked that the Solheim Field Organization report to the park board before 
the season and a couple times during and after the season. Gerold mentioned that this is like the library in that the city 
owns it but doesn't get into the daily operation of it other than when maintenance or like is required. Broding asked 
Beattie to be a liaison with that organization, Beattie agreed to that. Broding voiced confidence that the liaison woudl be 
adequate for his comfort.  
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Solheim Field Update (continued): 
Suhsen suggested that Dick Peterson be recognized for all the years that he worked on the baseball field, most of it 
volunteer. It was discussed giving a plaque to Peterson and it was suggested by Goetz that we do something at the 
Distinguished Volunteer Program which is held the week of Rum River Festival. Chapman made a motion to sponsor 4 
people to the dinner, two park board members, one of them being the presenter, and Dick Peterson and his wife. Before 
the motion could be seconded, the question was raised if this could come from park dedication. Gerold is going to look 
into that. Suhsen and Broding both offered to help pay for the dinners if there were issues. The motion died for a lack of 
a second and the discussion was tabled pending the answer to the issue of using park dedication fees for this. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Vita There were no miscellaneous items to discuss. 
 

Adjournment 
There being no further discussion, Suhsen made a motion to adjourn. Vita seconded the motion. Motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:27. 
 

Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary 


