
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Princeton Parks & Recreation Board 

Held on March 28, 2011, in the Chambers of City Hall 
 

Chairperson Blake Broding called the meeting to order at 6:32. Members present were: Bob Beattie, Blake Broding, 
Mary Chapman, Todd Frederick, Cheryl Goetz, Scott Suhsen and Carla Vita. Also present was Bob Gerold . 
 

Minutes for February 28, 2011, Meeting 
Vita made a motion to approve the February 28, 2011, minutes. Frederick seconded the motion. There being no further 
discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Mark Park - Rental Fees: 
Gerold brought up that the picnic shelter rental fees have not been adjusted for quite some time. The fees are presently 
$25 per day along with a deposit for the keys. No one was sure what the deposit  is. There was discussion for 
everything from leaving the fees what it is to raising it as high as $50. Gerold when asked, felt the $25 does not cover 
the cost of the cleanup and other incidentals. Suhsen made a motion to raise the picnic shelter rental to $35 per day 
and leave the deposit what it is today. Beattie seconded the motion. There was further discussion. Goetz asked if it 
might make more sense to raise the deposit and leave the rental at $25. Several disagreed. Broding pointed out that 
while this is not intended as a money making venture, it would be good to try to cover the costs of the use of the 
shelters. The deposit is good for getting the keys back and encouraging responsible use. Frederick offered that for 
major damage the deposit might help offset or even pay for damages but pursuing lesser damage costs might not be 
practical. There being no further discussion, a vote was taken. Motion passed. 
 

Splash Park 
Broding has met with Hartigan and says that she is really doing a good job. He is working on cards for use as mailers to 
businesses. After Gerold reported that since this is not technically a money raising venture we might be able to get free 
advertising. Broding intends on soliciting all the area businesses for interest in promoting the splash park in one way or 
another. Vita suggested also including the area churches in the mailing. Gerold reported that he had another employee 
certified to handle the chemicals and equipment for the splash park. 
 

Riverside Park 
No report other than there is no flooding yet. 
 

Rainbow Park: Gerold reported there are trees to cut yet but now it is getting to the point where it is going to be too 
late, or too early, to do so. 
 

Riebe Park: 
Suhsen reported that he has been waiting for the snow to go down to get out and take measurements for the tee 6 
bridges. He has the timbers lined up and looked at the skate park ramps and they could be torn apart for decking for the 
bridges. It's possible that one, or more, of the scout troops might be able to help. He thought that maybe even one troop 
could tear apart skate park ramps and another troop build the bridges. 
 

Pioneer Park: 
Other than some skiing in the park, there hasn't been anything going on in the park. 
 

Riverview Park: 
Broding reported that the only thing going on there is flooding. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Eagle Scout Project: 
Broding knows a boy scout starting to prepare for his Eagle Scout project. There was interest in doing signs for Riebe 
Park for the disc course or the dog park. Suhsen said that the signs are ready to go for the disc course and they would 
have been in had winter not started so early. Discussion for dog park signs leaned away from anything a scout would 
do. We probably would do a sign like what is posted by the splash park for rules (different rules of course). Broding 
pointed out that for the highway we would be able to get a MNDOT sign for the dog park and disc course. 
 

Suhsen asked Gerold if the Master Gardener efforts to start a tree nursery for the city was still going to happen as 
scouts could help start that. At this time it doesn't look like that will happen. Suhsen also suggested taking leadership of 
the disc course bridges. Broding is going to tell the youth that as of now there wasn't anything right now. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Chapman asked if Gerold would check on the question from last meeting on the Sterling Project park dedication and 
how that fits in the budget. 
 

Dick Peterson Recognition: There was discussion on how to recognize Dick Peterson for his years of service in the 
community, especially on the park board. There was discussion of a plaque and volunteers to pay for it from our own 
pockets since park dedication money cannot be used for something like this. Vita suggested purchasing a bench and 
dedicating it to him but most who know Peterson felt that a plaque would be more appropriate. The plan is to invite and  
recognize him at the Distinguished Service dinner during the Rum River Festival. Beattie and Suhsen were informally 
chosen to represent the park board and invite Mr. Peterson and his wife to the event. It was discussed asking the city to 
pay for the tickets and plaque. Vita made a motion to ask the city to cover the cost of two tickets, one each for Peterson 
and his wife, the sum not to exceed $50. Frederick offered a friendly amendment to ask the city to pay for the two 
presenters and the plaque as well. Vita amended her motion to ask for the city to cover the cost of four tickets and the 
plaque, the total cost not to exceed $120. Frederick seconded the motion. 
 

Chapman offered to fill out the paper work that Gerold said was required. Vita offered to do the presentation to the city 
council. Broding will look into a few different suggestions for sourcing the plaque. There being no further discussion, a 
vote was taken. Motion carried. 
 

Adjournment 
There being no further discussion, Goetz made a motion to adjourn. Frederick seconded the motion. Motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:16. 
 

Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary 


