
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Princeton Parks & Recreation Board 

Held on March 26, 2012, in the Chambers of City Hall 
 

Chairperson Blake Broding called the meeting to order at 6:30. Members present were Bob Beattie, Blake Broding, 
Mary Chapman, Todd Frederick, Scott Suhsen and Carla Vita. Absent was Cheryl Goetz. Also present was Bob Gerold. 
 

Minutes for February 27, 2012, Meeting 
Chapman pointed out that the comma was in the wrong place on one of the grant figures so that instead of $50,000, it 
read $500,00. Chapman made a motion to approve the minutes for the February 27th, 2012, meeting with that 
correction. Frederick seconded the motion. There being no further discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
For the sake of guests, we began with an item in New Business: 
Historical Society Fence on Park 
Penny Quast, John Hewitt, treasurer, and Melvin Lindquist, Vice President, all from MLCH, presented that the historical 
society was advised by their insurer that the railroad flatcar they have by the museum is an attractive nuisance. There 
have been kids using the flatcar for skate boarding and there is fear that someone could get hurt. The historical society 
might be held liable and it would be difficult for them to address that situation. They would like to move the fence that 
they have now to surround the flat car and limit access to the public to those times when the gates are open for the 
music events held there with the flatcar as the stage. Any other access would be through the museum when it is open.  
 

Discussion followed about the space needed, especially with respect to the required set backs from the street and 
sidewalks and that there would be no problem with snow removal as well. Gerold assured the board members that there 
is enough room for the fence to fit in while observing all required sidewalk and road setbacks. 
 

Vita questioned the issue of a fence erected on city park and ownership. Gerold pointed out that it would become city / 
park property with maintenance though falling on the tenant, in this case the historical society. 
 

Frederick made a motion to approve fencing of the property to enclose the area of the park used by the historical 
society while observing all required setbacks. Chapman seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, a vote 
was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Mark Park: People are using the park but nothing has been opened yet. Beattie asked about portable toilets at the 
park. The baseball team is already practicing outside. Gerold said the school is responsible for that. 
 

Splash Park: Nothing to report and that is usually opened up after Mark park is opened up. 
 

Riverside Park: The park is getting used. Gerold mentioned that the DNR has asked for permission to periodically use 
the park to check for invasive species. Suhsen said that nothing more has happened with the water main to be moved 
for the amphitheater. Gerold had nothing new to report on the fishing pier. He also mentioned that he will be checking 
with Rittenours to see if they were willing to host the camp ground again this year. Normally the campground wouldn't 
be opened up until the middle of May. 
 

Rainbow Park: There has been some vandalism (graffiti) but Gerold said they get that at least covered as quickly as 
possible to discourage that activity. Frederick reported that they are using photographs of graffiti passed around the 
school to try to track down the perpetrators with some success. 
 

Broding mentioned that Rainbow and Triangle parks are listed together on the city web site. Suhsen offered to contact 
Kate Hunter about it. 
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Riebe Park: 
Gerold hopes to get the fourth side on the dog park fence some time soon. He's looking for a bench for the park as well. 
Broding offered to check on benches as a scout project. Vita asked about the big sign and Gerold said that they had 
done an inventory of materials they have and that he plans to follow the design on the Mark Park sign. They have 
material for the pillars already. Vita asked that the height of the sign be such that plantings around its base wouldn’t' 
obscure part of the sign. 
 

Chapman asked about the disc golf tournament he is going to have at Riebe. Suhsen replied that he hadn't offered to 
run a tournament but he would look into volunteers that might help organize one. Chapman thought it might be good to 
run it in conjunction with the Rum River Festival. 
 

Broding had to leave the meeting for other commitments and Vita, as vice chairperson took over. Dick Dobson 
joined the meeting at this point too. 

 
Pioneer Park: Gerold reported they have cut buck thorn and prickly ash in the park. That park is getting used as well. 
There will be a phosphorus reduction project in the park which will include embankment stabilization through excavation 
and plantings. 
 

Riverview Park: Nothing to report. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Local Trail Grant Application Update: The city received a $3500 grant from the Initiative Foundation. The grant will be 
used for having mapping done for the City's Comprehensive Park and Trail Plan.  Suhsen made a motion to approve 
having WSB do the comprehensive plan. Frederick seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, a vote was 
taken. Motion passed unanimously. The board briefly reviewed the draft outline Fuhrman had prepared for the 
Comprehensive Park and Trail Plan. 
 

Distinguished Service Award: We discussed the most significant donors of materials and  / or labor this past year. For 
Suhsen, Gerold and Frederick the name that rose to the top was Rick Johnson, both for his donations this past year as 
well as for all he's done in the past. Todd made a motion to honor Rick Johnson at the Distinguished Service Awards 
banquet and that the cost of 4 tickets (two for Mr. Johnson and guest, a ticket for Broding and a ticket for Gerold) and a 
plaque, not to exceed a total of $120. Chapman seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, a vote was 
taken. Motion passed unanimously. Vita offered to talk with Broding and coordinate that one of them would be able to 
attend the next council meeting to support getting approval from the council for this appropriation. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Dobson brought up that an organization is interested, if the historical society desires, to create a bit of a band shell 
around the flat car they use for music in the park. The materials and labor would be donated with the design and color 
to reflect the potato warehouse history of that area. 
 

Mays meeting would conflict with Memorial Day. After some discussion, Chapman made a motion to change the date 
from May 28th to May 21st. There being no further discussion, a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

Adjournment There being no further discussion, Chapman made a motion to adjourn. Frederick seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:15. 
 
Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary 


