
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Princeton Parks & Recreation Board 

Held on April 23, 2012, in the Chambers of City Hall 
 

Chairperson Blake Broding called the meeting to order at 6:30. Members present were Bob Beattie, Blake Broding, 
Mary Chapman, Todd Frederick, Scott Suhsen and Carla Vita. Absent was Cheryl Goetz. Also present were Bob 
Gerold, Dick Dobson and Carie Fuhrnman. 
 

Minutes for March 26, 2012, Meeting 
Chapman made a motion to approve the minutes for the March 26th, 2012, meeting. Vita seconded the motion. There 
being no further discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Mark Park: Broding mentioned that the trail in the park is getting used. Frederick mentioned that he had stopped a dog 
from digging a hole in one of the softball fields and had talked to the owner and asked that they keep the dog on a leash 
and take a shovel and rake and repair the damage. 
 

Splash Park: Went thru the winter well. Nothing else to report. It will open Memorial weekend, weather permitting. 
 

Riverside Park: Gerold said he had contacted last year's hosts and they were interested in doing that again and would 
be coming soon and that the campground could be opened soon. 
 

Rainbow Park: Nothing to report. 
 

Riebe Park: 
Gerold reported that the water fountain is in and working. The dog waster receptacle is in and getting used. There are a 
couple picnic tables there but he has not been able to round up a couple benches. Frederick was going to get in contact 
with high school teacher Leif Storbakken about building benches as a class project. 
 

Suhsen reported that one of the tee signs is missing from the disc course as it was torn from its sign post. He said there 
is still grant money left over and he will order a replacement from Reynold's. He also said that the distance between the 
tee and tee sign still needs to be addressed and he is hoping to move the tees three feet back in the near future. 
 

Pioneer Park: Nothing to report other than the construction coming up (phosphorus amendment). 
 

Riverview Park: Nothing to report. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Comprehensive Park & Trail Plan Kick-off: Fuhrnman presented the updated Memorandum regarding the 
comprehensive plan and quickly summarized it for the board and asked for any input at that time or any time thereafter 
should anything come up. There will be a kick off before the next board meeting and the park board members are 
invited to attend. With the presentation, Fuhrman presented a map as prepared by WSB showing all the trails and 
sidewalks in the city and, with regards to the sidewalks, the conditions of them. Vita and others pointed out missing 
sidewalks and / or places where there should be sidewalks (especially with regards to where the schools are). 
 

Broding asked to excuse himself at this point as the time approached 7:00. He pointed out that as troop leader 
for his son's scout troop, he needs to make those meetings at 7:00 or very shortly there after and this presents 
a conflict with the park board meetings which start at 6:30. He asked for consideration of a time change for the 
meeting. After minimal discussion, Chapman made a motion to change the meeting time to 6:00. Beattie 
seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
Broding excused himself from the meeting and Vita took over as vice chairperson. 
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Bicycle Facilities along First Street & Rum River Drive: Jane Odgers joined us at this point and helped Fuhrman 
present options for bike trails on or along First Street and Rum River Drive. Separate lanes are, of course preferred, but 
whether this enough space needs to be determined. If there is not enough space, then the next best alternative is what 
is called Sharrows which are lanes that are shared by bikes and cars but which are also marked to indicate such use as 
a reminder to drivers to watch for bikes. There was discussion that once there were bike lanes on those two streets, the 
sidewalk on the east side of Rum River Drive should lose it's bike path designation. 
 

Odgers pointed out that the only legal use of sidewalks by bicycles is when they are marked with the diamonds as is the 
sidewalk on the east side of Rum River Drive. Otherwise, sidewalks are for pedestrians and roads are supposed to be 
shared by cars with bikes. 
 

Frederick was very concerned with safety, if younger riders were forced to use the street instead of that sidewalk. 
Suhsen was also concerned for younger riders on Rum River Drive and was afraid of kids getting doored due to lack of 
visibility. 
 

Dobson reminded the board that the discussion would have to be entertained by the board, the 4R board, city council 
and eventually the county would have to weigh in on the subject as well. 
 

Public education is going to be important regardless of what is decided on and safety is a big concern for all board 
members and will weigh heavily in what we decide on. 
 
Vita offered that we table the discussion pending more information on how much room those streets have and separate 
bike lanes is possible. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Dobson brought up that Cheryl Goetz has submitted a letter of resignation citing conflict with her job as a reason for 
frequent absences. Chapman made a motion to accept the resignation of Goetz. Second by Frederick. Vita said that 
she will be missed and that she has done a wonderful job. There being no further discussion, a vote was taken. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Bike Rodeo: Odgers reminded everyone of the bike rodeo on May 12th from 9:30 to 11:30 at South Elementary. 
 

Adjournment There being no further discussion, Frederick made a motion to adjourn. Chapman seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:24. 
 
Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary 
 
 
Reminder: Mays meeting was moved to May 21st and barring any issues with the time change, that meeting will be at 
6:00 pm instead of 6:30 pm. 
 


