
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Princeton Parks & Recreation Board 

Held on June 27, 2011, in the Chambers of City Hall 
 

Chairperson Blake Broding called the meeting to order at 6:30. Members present were: Bob Beattie, Blake Broding, 
Mary Chapman, Todd Frederick, Cheryl Goetz and Scott Suhsen. Absent was: Carla Vita. Also present were Bob 
Gerold and Dick Dobson. 
 

Minutes for April 25, 2011, Meeting 
Chapman made a motion to approve the April 25, 2011, minutes. Frederick seconded the motion. There being no 
further discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. NOTE: There were only unofficial minutes for the May 
meeting because the board lacked quorum. 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Mark Park - Solheim Field: 
Gerold updated us on a letter we had gotten from Darin Laabs, school district  activities director: the school is looking 
into replacing the backstop on Solheim Field. Beattie offered that it would probably be pretty similar to the one on the 
new ball field. 
 

Mark Park - Mark Memorial Park Trail: 
Gerold reported that Knife River has donated $2000 for aggregate for the subgrade for the trail that will roughly follow 
the perimeter of Mark Park. Gerold has one possible aggregate source in St. Paul but will also look into local sources as 
well. Dobson asked about a thank you to Knife River. Gerold wants to wait until the project is done as there have been 
other donations to acknowledge. 
 

Mark Park - Vandalism: 
There have been computer and camera issues at Mark Park, some related to a lightning strike. In the meantime 
vandalism has been up. Law enforcement has still been able to gather evidence from the hardware and used that to 
apprehend several juveniles. Frederick mentioned that  they  are pursuing the guilty parties to try to bring this into 
control. The perpetrators are often in violation of curfew as well. The possibility of adding charges for trespass are being 
investigated.  
 

Mark Park - Mini Golf: 
Frederick reported that one of the companies he has been working with would like to at least put together a rough plan 
and an estimate, free of charge, so that we have an idea of what we are looking at. Kari, with city hall, is putting 
together an aerial view / map for the company to work with. 
 

Splash Park: 
Gerold reported that because of the weather it has been slow. There have been a couple repairs and a part for one of 
the features was ordered and received and will be put in place soon. 
 

Riverside Park: 
Gerold reported that vandalism is way down and that is due largely to our new hosts Fred and Darlene Rittenour. Being 
from the community they are familiar with things here. At present though the campground has been vacated due to 
flooding. Frederick commended the hosts for their good work and suggested we should reward them in some way if 
even just a gift certificate to one of the local restaurants. He also thought we should do what we can to encourage them 
to return next year. 
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Riverside Park (continued): 
Dobson reported that things are moving forward for the amphitheater. First the water mains under the bridges must be 
put in place at which time then the well can be abandoned. Traut will be capping the well and Richard Anderson has 
offered equipment for tearing down the well house. 
 

Rainbow Park: 
Gerold reported that there is playground equipment that needs to be replaced and they will be ordering that. The 
present equipment does not present a safety hazard but it is getting worn out. Broding mentioned there is one post 
broken (rotted) off so that the cable is just hanging there. Gerold mentioned that a couple people have approached him 
about removing dead oaks for no charge. 
 

Riebe Park - Disc Golf Course Grand Opening: 
Suhsen reported that the event well. There were about 60 people on a day with lots of other things going on. He had 
invited an avid disc golfer to do demonstrations and explain the game to attendees. Also invited were a couple who are 
not only avid players but also sales people and they had a number of discs and other products to offer to anyone 
interested. They provided a good background on the game and took people around the course to demonstrate the play 
further. They had not played the Riebe course before but when done had very positive things to say about the course 
with only a couple suggestions for changes and / or additions. Once the brown highway signs for Riebe Park are up 
(Gerold says he has them ready to put up), Suhsen will register the disc golf course on a national and a state disc golf 
website. 
 

Riebe Park - Dog Park: 
Gerold reported that the ground has been graded and prepared for the dog park but it is too wet again to seed or put the 
fence in. The water line is in too. 
 

Pioneer Park: 
Other than being very wet there was nothing to report. 
 

Riverview Park: 
Other than being very wet there was nothing to report. 
 

Distinguished Service Award: 
Suhsen reported that Dick Peterson did not show up to the banquet. He hadn't talked to Peterson to know why that was. 
He passed around the plaque for everyone to see as well as the program for the evening and a thank you card he had 
written a message in. The chairman signed the card on behalf of the park board and Gerold took the entire package to 
have city hall ship it to Peterson. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Trees for Solheim Field: 
Beattie asked about having trees planted outside the outfield fence. There is a need to replace a couple that have not 
done well. Gerold said that this years tree budget has been used up. Some board members threw out ideas on getting 
trees. Chapman asked if Coborn's or Shopko  were to donate trees if that would be acceptable. The possibility of 
borrowing a tree spade and transplanting from other park land or city property were also discussed. Gerold was going to 
look into it further. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Mark Schneider Benches: 
Gerold reported that the benches have been ordered but are not in yet. 
 

Riebe Park Signs: 
Suhsen mentioned that at the disc golf grand opening he was asked by one of the Riebe family members about when 
the sign will be put up for Riebe Park. Gerold has it on his list of things to do but there are other items of higher priority 
right now. 
 

Miscellaneous: 
Broding reminded the board that three consecutive absences from board meetings would result in automatic termination 
from the board. 
 

Adjournment 
There being no further discussion, Goetz made a motion to adjourn. Chapman seconded the motion. Motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:15. 
 

Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary 


