
Minutes of Regular Meeting
Princeton Parks & Recreation Board

Held on August 24, 2015, in the Chambers of City Hall
Chairperson Todd Frederick called the meeting to order at 6:04. Members present were Todd Frederick, Jill Papesh, 
Chris Pruett, Scott Suhsen and Carla Vita. Absent were Bob Beattie and Judy Ludwig. Also attending was Jules 
Zimmer.

Minutes for July 27, 2015, Meeting
Pruett made a motion to approve the minutes for July 27th. Frederick seconded the motion. Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS
Gag Ball Court(s): Vita brought up that scouts are interested in putting together a Gaga Ball Court. We had discussed 
this new sport at our last meeting:

From the internet: Gaga is fast paced, high energy sport played in an octagonal pit. The more players the 
better! Dubbed a kinder gentler version of dodge ball, the game is played with a soft foam ball, and combines the 
skills of dodging, striking, running, and jumping, while trying to hit opponents with a ball below the knees. Players  
need to keep moving to avoid getting hit by the ball. Fun and easy, everyone gets a serious workout.

We discussed possibly having this in either Civic Center Park or Rainbow Park. The next step would be for the scout(s)  
to approach the board and present their plans.
Park Feedback From Pruett: Pruett summarized some public feedback that he had gotten recently. At Mark Park, the 
umbrellas are a great addition to the park, especially when it is hot and sunny.

Pruett also was told that trimming up the trees and brush enough so that people could see into Riverside Park from the 
roundabout. 'Riverside Park is the best kept secret in the city!' We discussed the lack of good signage for the park that  
really can get a persons attention. We discussed putting a larger sign like what is at Reibe and Mark Parks either on the 
corner of the park by the roundabout or across the river on the berm above the playground.

REPORTS BY STAFF
Mark Park:
Wood Post Removal: Frederick reported that all the old wood posts are being removed and replaced with boulders. 
The old posts are in bad shape. If the girl scouts don't paint the posts around their area, they will be torn out as well  
(Bob Gerold will be contacting them about this).
Field Use: Frederick reported that there had been some attempts by the school to find additional / alternative fields for  
sports but that they have been unable to find anything they can use in the short term. They will end up using the JV ball  
field and softball field number 3 for soccer practices. The school has promised to fix up the fields after their use this fall.  
Frederick has noticed / found that a lot of the time the different groups / teams are booking fields for longer than they 
actually use them and that with better planning and scheduling a lot of space issues could be addressed.
Pruett offered that Midcontinent Foundation Grant Application, contact person Chris Benner is available for possible  
funding for park use.

Splash Park: Frederick reported that the last day of scheduled use is Labor Day and that another fixture has broken.  
Bob Gerold is going to have ARC come up and go over the situation and look into some new fixtures. Also, once the 
splash park is out of use there are new and more security cameras as well as an additional server to be put in. The 
point of waiting is that trenches will have to be run for wiring; it will be less disruptive to wait until the day time park use  
decreases after school starts.

Riverside Park: Frederick reported that the adult / child swing we had approved at the last meeting has been put on 
hold until next year. They had redone the roof of the picnic shelter and it ran the park over budget. Suhsen asked if the  
city had received the money PAVC had collected from the Lions. He also clarified that PAVC had intended on getting 
more funding from Lions to complete the project so that the full costs would have been covered.
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Rainbow Park: Frederick reported that the National Night Out event held at both Rainbow and Triangle Parks was 
successful with about 200 people attending at each park. There was a lot of positive feedback from the public on the 
event, especially to bring people out to the parks.

Reibe Park: Since the last meeting, Suhsen has registered the disc golf course on the Professional Disc Golf 
Association (PDGA) web site. This should help bring people to Princeton. Suhsen also was able to track down a map of  
the disc course; previously all that anyone could find was the planned 18 hold course.

Pioneer Park: Suhsen was able to track down a guide to the numbered posts in the park. He hadn't had time though to 
walk the park and confirm the accuracy of the guide. Frederick is going to check into having someone update the guide.

Riverview Terrace Nature Park: Frederick reported that there have been problems with 4-wheelers again and the 
police are trying to solve that issue.

Civic Center Park: The merry go round is back in place and has been painted.

OLD BUSINESS / MISCELLANEOUS
Vita brought up recent trail discussions for Mille Lacs County and how that is moving forward with a comprehensive plan 
slated for spring completion. We discussed the impact on the community and Papesh asked if there was any reason 
that Mille Lacs County portion of the Great Northern Trail couldn't be completed before the stretch from Princeton to 
Zimmerman. It was felt that if that happened it would put even more pressure on Sherburne to complete their portion.

PAVC & 4R board updates: Suhsen said there was nothing new to report.

Adjournment There being no further discussion, Vita made a motion to adjourn. Pruett seconded the motion. Meeting 
adjourned at 7:10.

Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary

Please Note, Next Meeting: The next meeting will be at Rainbow Park on September 28 th. Bring your own chair!


