
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Princeton Parks & Recreation Board 

Held on September 26, 2011, in Mark Park 
 

Acting Chairperson Todd Frederick called the meeting to order at 6:36. Members present were: Bob Beattie, Mary 
Chapman, Todd Frederick and Scott Suhsen. Absent were Blake Broding, Cheryl Goetz and Carla Vita. Also present 
were Bob Gerold and Dick Dobson. 
 
Minutes for August 22, 2011, Meeting 
Chapman made a motion to approve the August 22, 2011, minutes. Beattie seconded the motion. There being no 
further discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Mark Park - / Trees / Trail: 
Gerold reported the trail has class five done and the light standdards are in. The trail is slated for paving tomorrow (the 
27th). Once the paving is done, it will be ready to walk on by tomorrow evening, the mounds of dirt on either side of the 
trail will be knocked down but the sides will not be seeded until next spring. There was some discussion about keeping 
motorized vehicles off the trial and Gerold has plans for bollards on either end as well as signs. He also thinks that the 
six foot width will discourage larger vehicles. 
 

The trees outside the ball field will be going in this week or next. Gerold asked for suggestions for species and Beattie 
suggested maples. Suhsen suggested that a variety would be better to avoid the issues with having just a single 
species. 
 

Chapman reported that she had checked into the question of the $800 on the park board budget and that it was for 
some costs related to Solheim Field. 
 

Splash Park: 
Winterization of the splash park has been done and some repairs to prepare for next spring have already been done. 
Leanne Hartigan will have a full budget report for next month. 
 

Riverside Park: 
The hosts will be staying about two more weeks. There have been no problems. Winterization will be done in the next 
week or so. 
 

Rainbow Park: 
There has been a couple guys cutting dead trees down. City workers will go in and clean up the limbs when they are 
done. Gerold mentioned that there has been a lot less vandalism than in the past. 
 

Riebe Park - Disc Golf: 
Suhsen and Gerold are going to try to coordinate some work to tear the skate ramps apart with Suhsen volunteering 
time to help. The 2 x 6 supports will be used for bridge decking at the disc golf course. Suhsen has tried to get the 
timbers into place where the bridges are going but hasn't had very good success.  
  

Riebe Park - Dog Park: 
Gerold reported the seeded area has been fertilized. He has not purchased fence sincer there has not been time and / 
or favorable conditions for putting it in. 
 

Riebe Park General: 
Frederick reported that he had been approached by Kris Alderink about the signs for the park. He said that she also 
hada someone interested in paying for 2 or 3 picnic tables, perhaps with concrete bases for the park. 
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Pioneer Park / Mark Schneider Benches: 
The Mark Schneider bench is in (as well as the one in Mark Park). There have been some questions about using the 
park for cross country skiing again. Suhsen mentioned that the disc golf course could also be used for that. 
 

Riverview Park: Nothing to report.. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mark Park Field Usage and Costs: 
We were presented with information regarding the costs, especially the lights, for people and programs to use the Mark 
Park Fields. There has been discussion with public utilities and with the city about how to recoup those costs. Money 
operated meters have discussed for the lights and PUC is looking into what it would take to accomplish that. Lights cost 
about $7 an hour to have them on and sometimes they are on longer than they are needed increasing the costs to the 
city unnecessarily. Gerold said that the meters would be inside the concession building after Frederick expressed 
concern for the meters being vandalized for the money. 
 

How to charge for the field use itself was discussed with a number of ideas from charging per person or team to 
charging a reservation fee. There are issues with policing the program and roles and responsibilities. Suhsen suggested 
that we determine what we need to cover the extra costs of field maintenance (especially for football) and just ask 
community ed for that and let them administrate it from their end. 
 

By getting money back from these programs we would have funds for other projects. Also a lot of the community ed 
participants are not city residents so that the costs land unfairly on the city. 
 

4 R Board Grant: 
The 4 R Board brought some state grant money available to the attention of the city park board. The information the 
board received was incomplete and a little confusing to the board members. Suhsen outlined what he knew along with 
his suggestion for what to apply for and how to use it. He understood that we could apply for a grant of up to $100,000 
and have to match that with only 25% or up to $25,000. He thought that with that size of a grant we could pave or at 
least pave a significant portion of the trail from the water treatment plant south one mile. There would have to be some 
other work done as well. 
 

Frederick was concerned that if we got a grant of $100,00 and didn't use it all, what would happen. He also asked 
whether we had to pay the $25,000 portion up front or not. There was some discussion about other uses and other trails 
but the board wanted additional information and was also not comfortable making a decision with 3  members absent. 
 

Chapman made a motion to call a special meeting on October 11th. Motion seconded by Suhsen. In the meantime the 4 
R board will have met on September 28th and the council will be meeting on October 13th. There being no further 
discussion, a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. Suhsen took the task to invite Ciara Schlicting from 
Bonestro to attend the special meeting to help understand the options and address the boards questions. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Lind Property: 
Gerold had asked Wayne Pike to appraise the buildings on the Lind park addition for an on-line auction. It was Pike's 
opinion that the property was not worth listing. After some discussion, Chapman made a motion to allow the police and 
firemen to use the structures for practice prior to disposal. Beattie seconded the motion. There being no further 
discussion a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Adjournment 
There being no further discussion, Chapman made a motion to adjourn. Suhsen seconded the motion. Motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:30. 
Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary 


