
Minutes of Special Meeting 

Princeton Parks & Recreation Board 
Held on October 11, 2011, in the Chambers of City Hall 

 

Chairperson Blake Broding Frederick called the meeting to order at 6:02. Members present were: Bob Beattie, Blake 
Broding, Mary Chapman, Todd Frederick, Cheryl Goetz, Scott Suhsen and Carla Vita. No board members were absent. 
Also present were Bob Gerold, Dick Dobson and Carie Fuhrman. 
 

The purpose of this special meeting was to discuss a couple open grant 
opportunities for which requests must be submitted by October 31, 2011, to 
be eligible for consideration. 
 

These grant opportunities were brought to the attention of the park board by the 4R board with a 
recommendation to pursue either one or both of the grants available for the purpose of paving the bike trail 
from the new water treatment plant off the south end of Rum River Drive south to 313th Avenue. 
 

Gerold opened the discussion with printed copies of detailed plans for the bike trail, drawn up when the water treatment 
plant was built. These plans address the bike trail around the water treatment plant itself but do not address the full 
length of the trail. When the water treatment plant was built, bathrooms and an exterior water fountain were included in 
the project in anticipation of the bike trial eventually being put in. 
 

Gerold summarized that prior to paving the trail it would be necessary to put in a larger (36") culvert where the trail will 
cross the drainage ditch south of the water treatment plant. There is a dip in the trail south of there with a concrete 
culvert in the bottom of that dip. In order to fill that area, that culvert will need to be extended on both ends. Finally there 
will need to be a small culver at the very south end of the trail where it meets 313th. Some areas, especially where the 
trail passes the treatment plant,  and in the areas where the culvert work is to be done, fill and / or class 5 material will 
be needed with additional grading in areas along the trail. Once the trail is prepared, it can be surfaced with bituminous 
for which he has already gotten a quote of $80,000. He has not gotten a quote for the culvert work yet but pointed out 
that Rick Johnson / West Branch Construction was offering some in kind work on this project. 
 

Several meeting attendees had either been at the most recent 4R board meeting where these grants were discussed 
and / or had gotten additional information for Ciara Schlicting at Bonestro. From the discussion came a big picture 
summarization of the two programs: 
 

Legacy Trail Grants are available for requests up to $500,000 with a 10% cash match from the grantee. 
Initiative Local Trail Grants are available for requests up to $100,000 with a 25% cash match from the grantee. 
 

Both programs are under the administration of the DNR. 
 

The feedback we had gotten from Schlicting at Bonestro and confirmed by Fuhrman was that we certainly would fit into 
the required parameters for either project and given that, the board feels it makes the most sense to apply for a Legacy 
grant which only requires a 10% match. 
 

There were several points of discussion: 
• If we don't get the full amount we request, would the park board be on the hook for the remainder of the cost of 

the project? Not if we chose not to be. We could do only as much paving as we had funding for or we could 
apply for additional money in the future or other grants to complete the project. 

• How soon do we have to use the money? 2014. 
• Who would write the grant? Fuhrman has agreed to write the grant and others have offered help when needed. 
• The point was brought up that we don't want to carve too big of a chunk from our park dedication balance at the 

expense of future projects. 
• The idea that many projects of this nature allow 10% for contingency was brought up. 
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Vita made a motion to have Fuhrman write the grant request, not to exceed $100,000, with the help of city employees to 
determine the expected costs for the total of the project, that being the culvert work, subgrade, class 5 and bituminous 
for which we already have the bid of $80,000. The need for a contingency will be left to those researching the costs of 
the project. Goetz seconded the motion. 
 

Discussion ensued: Gerold cautioned the board "not to go light."  Fredrick asked if we couldn't do shelters, signs and 
other amenities right away as part of the project. Suhsen asked that the project not get too complicated given the short 
time frame for the grant request to be written. Vita expressed that the option of 10 for contingency should be 
considered. Suhsen pointed out that the grant request plus the 10% match will be equal to the total cost of the project. 
This means that if the total cost of the project is $100,000, the grant request would have to be for roughly $91,000. 
 

There being no further discussion, a vote was taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

As part of the grant request, letters of recommendation are to be solicited. The 4R board has agreed to provide such. 
Chapman offered to do one for the chamber of commerce. Suhsen offered to do one for the PAVC board and have 
them approve it. Other organizations such as the school district, Fairview hospital, and the townships were to be 
canvassed for support as well.  
 

Adjournment 
There being no further discussion, Goetz made a motion to adjourn. Chapman seconded the motion. Motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:50. 
Respectfully submitted - Scott Suhsen / Secretary 


